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(compi l ing th is  l - i fe  s tory  has not  been an easy task because the
sources were so varied and scattered. But the l-ove of famiLy re-
cords and family history were things we shered and which brought
us our  greatest  c loseness.  r  have fe l t  a  great  ob l igat ion to
organize and preserve the many things she saved pertaining to her
l i fe  and her  ancestry ,  and to  compi l -e  her  l i fe  s tory .  r t  has been
a g i f t  o f  Love - -  to  a1-1-  of  my fami ly  and descendents,  but  especia l ly
for  my husband's  mother  and s is ter .  And in  sp i te  of  i ts  imper fect ions,
I feel Mother is pLeased to have it  f inished at last. ,O."rr^-)
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LIFE STORY OF SAVILLA EVELY}T LONG WALTON

(As much as poss ib le ,  Savi l la  is  quoted d i rect ly  f rom par ts  of  her
l i fe  s tory  she had wr i t ten and f rom le t ters  and other  wr i t ings.
When the wr i t ings are not  her  own i t  wi l l  be so s tated or  ind icated.)

I  was born February 13,  L9L2 at  Nor th PLat te,  L ineol -n,  Nebraska.
My father ,  C1ark Varnum Longr  wds born December 26,  L868 at  Stock-
por t ,  Jef ferson,  Iowa.  My mother ,  Le i l -a  Mal inda Slaf ter  was born
May B,  LSBL at  Minneapol - is ,  I lennepin,  Minnesota.  My father  was the
son of  Tsaae Long and Sarah James.  rsaac had two other  wi ,ves.  His
th i rd  wi fe ,  Savi l la  Ann,  ra ised the ch i ldren and I  was named for  her .

My mother  was the daughter  of  Rev.  Orren August ine SLaf ter  and
Mary Mal inda Covey.  She was the daughter  of  Smi th Covey and Char l -o t te
She f f i e ld .  My  g rand fa the r  S la f te r  was  the  son  o f  E l i j ah  Dex te r  S la f -
ter  and Mar ia  Lucret ia  L i l - l -y .  He was the son of  Ca1vin Slaf ter  and
Jerusha Dexter .  He was the son of  E leazer  Slaf ter  and Mary Freeman.
He was the son of  SamueL Slaf ter  and Dorothy Fenton.  He was the son
of  the immigrant  ancestor ,  John Slaf ter  and h is  wi fe ,  the former Mrs.
Ab iah  Bar t1e t t .

My oLdest  s is ter ,  Nel l ie  Mal inda Foster  was born October  2,  1900
at Cheyenne, Laramie, Wyoming. She had brown hair with so much a red*
gold cast  i t  was a lmost  auburn,  and b lue-green eyes.  The last  few
years i t  is turnrng grey. IIer father was Thomas Arby Foster, f f iY
mother 's  f i rs t  husband.  I Ie  was a so l -d ier  a t  For t  Warr€h near  Chey-
enne, Wyoming.

My mother 's  second chiLd and my father 's  f i rs t ,  Et ta  Long,  was
born December 2,  L9O2 and d ied December 2L,  L9O2 at  Ger ing,  Scot ts
Bluf fs ,  Nebraska.  Mother  sa id she was the image of  my father  wi th
dark brown eyes and long dark hai r .

The th i rd  ch i ld ,  Ber tha Vio la Long,  was born March 31,  1-905 at
Nor th PLat te,  L incoln,  Nebraska.  She too,  ; .had dark brown eyes and
hai r .  She marr ied Lafeyet te  Ethermine (changed to Lawrence)  Thurman
and had one son, Phil- l ip Lawerence Thurman. She died May 28, L924 at
Ger ing Nebraska of  tubercul -os is .  That  t ime is  a l -most  too painfu l  to
remember.  My parents ra ised Phi l l ip  and I  was s t i l l  a  young g i rL at
home ( tZ years o ld)  so he seems more l ike a brother  to  me.  I  cut  h is
hai r  the f i rs t  t ime and took h im to school -  h is  f i rs t  day.  His  eyes
are b l -ue and h is  ha i r  brown.

r  am the four th ch i ld  and I  have a brother ,  Donald Francis  Long,
who was born June 30,  1918 at  Marshf ie ld ,  Webster ,  Missour i .  He has
l- ight brown hair and bl-ue grey eyes Like mine.

My mother vras almost a blond when my parents were married and as
she grew oLder  her  ha i r  grew dark and my father  thought  she was co lor-
ing i t .  She had very heavy hai r  and i t  was a b ig d isappointment  to
her when it  turned grey when she was sti l- l  a young woman. My father
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was twelve years o lder  but  h is  ha i r  remained dark throughout  most  of
his l i fe, I  have a loveLy pieture of my mother which she gave me
many years ?9o,  even before my father  d ied.  In  i t  she is  wear ing" 'a
very pret ty  dress that  l -eaves both shoulders bare.  She toLd me that
Papa especiaLl-y asked her to have thaL picture taken because he thought
her  shoul -ders and back were r - , 'so beaut i fu l - .  But  then af ter  the p ic ture
was taken he d idn ' t  want  anyone but  h imsel f  to  see i t .  My parents were
hard work ing peopJ-e and s incere Chr is t ians.

My favorite pictures of my parents show Mama pl-aying the piano
and Papa beside a car .  They look:"so natura l  and remind me of  the way
they L ived.  I  wi l l  never  cease to  be thankfu l  for  the i r  f i rm bel ie f
in  God and prayer .  L i fe  was not  a lways as they p lanned and worked
hard to obtain but always there was l-ove of famil-y, our Heavenl-y Father
and our  country .  r  th ink I  inher i ted more character is t ics  of  each of
them than my brother  and s is ters  d id .  Mayhe, . i t  is  on ly  because my
heart turns to them as I grow ol-der and understand more their self-
sac r i f i ce  fo r  us .

My mother was an exceLLent seamstress and it  is only natural ;my
earLiest memories are about sewing. I can vividly remember sit t ing
on the fLoor by her sewing machine while she pedalled away, 'making

our clothing. Before T went to school- she had me sewing by hand on
doLL cLothes.  I  wi l -L  aLways be gratefu l -  for  her  pat ience and ef for ts
to teach me to sew. rt has not onLy '..been a sblr*Ai.. ttf ,rnuch pleasure
but a most thri f ty hobby. I sencerely beLieve f have saved more by
sewing than any other househol-d chore. r can not understand why any
woman does not Learn how but neither can I remember when I f irst heLd
a needLe in  my hand.  Thank you,  gent le ,  l i t tLe Mama.

Severa l -  years E9o,  L957 to be exact ,  I  was tak ing a c lass in
geneaLogy under  Brother  Stevenson of  Br igham Young Univers i ty .  Begin-
ning my Life Story was the Lesson for one day. Feel- ing that my f- i fe
was qui te  unevent fu l ,  r  dec ided to  f in ish my f - i fe  s tory  by wr i t ing
"r Remember When" notes. The fol-I-owing several paragraphs had their
beginning in  those notes.

Strange as i t  may seem, r  have a v iv id  memory of  a  b ig ,  b lack
l-ocomotive thundering down upon us and I thought for maruy' years r
had been run over by a train when I was a ehild. One t ime r ment-
ioned i t  to  my mother  and she sa id '  " I t  just  doesn ' t  seem possib l -e
you coul-d remember that incident; you were only one year ol-d."

My parents Lived on the north side of the raiLroad tracks in a
res ident ia l  sect ion of  Nor th Plat te ,  Nebraska where many engineers,
conductors, and trainment Lived, My father, Clark Long, was a black-
smith at the roundhouse. North PLatte, Et that t ime, was a thriving
ra iLroad town and a ra i l road d iv is ion point .

My father bought Land on the north side of North Platte, subdiv-
ided it ,  and soLd al l- but two l-ots. The f irst house he buil t  was a
two story house where my sister, Bertha, was born, He sold that house
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and bui l t  another  -  a  one story  bui ld ing which Mother  l iked verv much.

"Bertha was born in this house papa buiLt. He buil-t  two -- r was
born in  the one wi th  the h ip- roof .  "

She said he had hand-p icked the oak boards for  the k i tchen f loor
to be as f ree of  b lemish as poss ib le  and as long as the room was.  He
then bought  the very best  varn ish avai lab le and put  on three coats.
She was very proud of her kitchen f loor. Seems a simple thing to be
proud of  in  Lh is ,day of  co lor fu l  l ino leums that  are g lued on top of
somet imes in fer ior  p lywood.  But  that  was real ly  gual i ty  f loor ing.

f  can understand her  pr ide in  her  k i tchen f loor  because in  1956
when my husband and r moved to van Nuys, cal i fornia for a year,
thinking we were making a rental out of our home in Long Beach, w€
purchased some very good gual- i ty gray and pink mott led 1;.no]eum for
the k i tchen.  A year  la ter  we moved'back and for  20 years I  l ived
6, t i th  r that  ug ly  gray l ino leum on the k i tchen f loor .  Last  year ,  Lg75,
we had some new, beautiful f loor covering laid and my husband used
the scraps to l ine the drawers and Lower shelves of the kitchen cup-
boards .  I  l ove  i t :

r  have d igressed considerably ,  but  there was a reason.  once a
month my mother would dress up and take my two sisters and me in a
baby carr iage aeross town over  the ra iLroad t racks to  do her  shop-
ping for her sewing needs. She tol-d me it  seemed impossible to think
I would remember the incident and get the impression that I had been
run over  by a ra i l road t ra in  at  such an ear ly  age,  r  have only  to
c lose my eyes and I  can see that  t ra in  bear ing down upon us,  whis t l ing
and screeehing and bel ls  r ing ing.  Mother  sa id what  rea l ly  happened
was that  she got  par t  way across the t racks and had to wai t  unt i l  a
t ra in  came through.  She said i t  f r ightened me so f  went  in to hyster ics.
r  can remenrber  my s is ters  on each s ide of  the carr iage hold ing on to
the ro l led r im of  the reed r im of  the basket- type carr iage.

My next memory is one I cherish. My sisters were in school and
during the day my mother would sew, sit t ing me down on the f loor be-
side her, threading a needle and showing me how to sew a butterf ly
dolL dress.  I  ean a lso remember how gentLe and sof t  her  hands were
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- -when 
she bathed me in the big round washtub.

I can remember sit t ing on the edge of the porch and pieking up a
pebble and throwing it  as far as I coul-d and saying a naughty word
My  s i s te r  sa id  " I 'm  go ing  to  te l l  Mama. "  r  p i cked  up  ano the r  s tone ,
threw i t  a  b i t  far ther  and sa id the word a L i t t l -e  b i t  louder .  I  don ' t
knowwhere I 'd  heard the word,  but  I  fe l t  very dar ing.  The th i rd
time, two strong hands grabbed me from behind and a voice said "Young
Lady,  eome here!  Your  :mouth needs washing out , "  whieh T prompt ly
got  wi th  homemade Laundry soap in  my mother 's  capable hands.

When I was a year old my fol-ks moved to a farm in Missouri,
uftr ich they rented because it  had a bigger and better house on it  than
the farm which my father had purchased. IIe intended to some day build
on it  and pipe spring water down the hi lL to the kitchen. In L972

we took a vacation and drove our L97L Rambler Ambassador to the area
near SpringfieLd, Missouri,  but nearer to a smal-l- town named Marshfield.
I had aLways wanted to go back and see if  t ,hings were as I remenilcered
them. It  made me heartsick to see the pond overgrown with reeds, the
banks broken down to the overf low pipe from cattLe crossing there as
they grazed. The pond was on the side of a hiLL and was fed hy a
natura l  spr ing.

One day vhen f was about f ive years oLd, a f- i t t l-e neighbor gir l
came down to p lay wi th  me and I 'm af ra id  I  wasn' t  a  very grac ious
hostess.  I  had a loveLy set  o f  t iny Loy d ishes and she was del - iber-
ateLy breaking them. A f ight  ensued and I  to ld  her  she couldn ' t
p lay  w i th  my  ' d i shes  any  l onger .  I 'm  ' .  su rp r i sed  to  th ink  I  had  the
courage to defend my property but Mother came out and sett led i t  aLL.

We a lso had an o l -d  b l ind mare.  When she was saddLed,  , the o l -der
gir ls coul-d r ide her, but when I rode her someore had to lead her
around by the halter, which irked me. There were many wild-growing
berr ies and I  remember being le f t  wi th  my e l -der  s is ter ,  Nel l ie ,
uhile Mama and Bertha went bLackberry picking to make jeL1-y.

Vfhen I returned to that area on tn-at vacation, I found the
house we had l- ived in had burned down, leaving pi les of f l int rock
to outl- ine the rooms just as r had remembered them being. After we
had Left there someone had poured cement in the f loor of the smoke-
house, but i t  raras easy to locate. I  al-so located the entrlnray to
the old cel-Lar, which ., had a sod roof but had' now fal- l-en in. I  ean
remember very wel-L the jars of canned fruit on the shel-ves, the hams
hanging tronnluhe rafters, the saurl iraut barreL, pi l-es of Hubbard
sguash, and boxes of apples stored for the winter. My father often
gave appLes and things to a rather poor, shift l-ess famil-y in the dead
of winter, which angered my mother. Not that she was a self ish per-
son, but they had a large family and they did not work hard to pre-
pare for the coming winter. I4y mother was a very compassionate, ---
generous person, but definiteLy a Northerner, who combed her beautiful

hair in a styl ish mode and was never compl-etel-y accepted by the other
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women in our backwoods area, They \^rore their hair in a knot at the
back of  the i r  heads and made sour-dough bread or  b iscui ts ,  whi le  my
mother was an accompLished cook who made aLl l i inds of pastries and
light, f ine grained vrhite-fLour-bread.

on this'vacation tr ip we found the Church we children attended
and the school- which been converted into a I-arge farmhouse. r met one
of our neighbors who took us around to help us l-ocate many pLaces,
which helped because we d idn ' t  have too much t ime le f t  that  buy.  I
was in the f irst grade in that school- and because my father had been
i11, we moved to Nebraska, where my mother's peopLe were and r started
second grade there. I guess f 'm the only one in the famiLy now l iv-
ing that has happy : memories of the years l ived in Missouri.  r
brought a 20 pound piece of f l int rock from the foundation of the

house to each of  my brother  DonaLd,  s is ter  NeLl ie ,  and nephew phi l - -
ip .  None of  them shared my in terest  in  those ch iLdhood seenes.  I
have coll-ected rocks from many pLaces in the Western States and hope
to use them someday to buiLd a founrbain.

I was a quiet, shy chij_d, Frrd f think this is the reason r spent
several summer vacations with my Grandmother and Grandfather Watkins
at Bayard, Nebraska. I remember one t ime when my Aunt Cora came to
v is i t  and I  s l -ept  wi th  her  in  Grandma's b ig  feather  bed.  f  Loved to
hear  my e lders ta lk  of  p ioneer ing days and I  wanted a book l ike my
grandmother  had of  a  fami l -y  h is tory  ent i t led "The Slaf ter  Memor ia l .  "

I  a lways admired my mother 's  appearance,  She was an at t ract ive
woman and had the abil i ty to make her family and eeLf l-ook well on a
meager  sum'  She was an exper t  seamstress and ar t is t ica l l -y  ta lented,
My father earned his way through the Seminary at Fairf iel-d, Iowa, to
get  h is  teacherrs  cer t i f icate but  was too bashfu l  to  cont inue as a
teacher .  He loved God's  green ear th and was happiest  farming in
Missour i .

When my parents were f irst married they Lived at Cheyenne, Wyo-
ming,  and then on my Aunt  Cora 's  ranch af ter  her  husband d ied.  Be-
fore my sister Bertha was born they moved to North Platte, Nebraska.
Here my father bought some l-and and blocked it  off in Lots. I Ie soLd
some of these to buiLd a house, sel l ing i t  to buiLd another where I
was born.  When I  was a baby '  they t raded that  for  a  farm in  Webster
County near Marshfield, Missouri.  I t  had a lovely spring coming out
of the hiLl above the house. My father planned to pipe the water to
the house and enlarge Lhe house someday. IIe rented it  and we l ived
on another  farm he rented,  wi th  a Larger  house and barns.  We L ived
there seven years and smal l  though r  was,  some of  my dearest  memor ies
go back there.

I remember my sister Bertha and I writ ing on a big f l-at rock
down by the barn with pieces of brick or colored soft rock. My old
cat, Toil ,  and the many kittens arriving down at the barn, T played
with them l ike my dol- l-s. The pond at the bottom of the hi l l  and the
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creek wi th  the crayf ish in  i t .  The swing under  the b ig o ld  t ree
by the back door. The fruit cel l-ar smell ing of app!.es and me with
one in each hand. The hornets' nest I showed a ]- i t t l-e visitor and
they passed me by to  s t ing her  ser iousry.  The buggy and team of
horses that took us to town over a crushed rock road. Meeting my
father  at  the bot tom-of  the h i l l  by the l i t t le  creek when he came
from town, and how i l  d hold his hand and he would swing me up to sit
beside him. These memories are as sweet as the peppermints he brought
to  me .

r t  was here I  f i rs t  went  to  sehool  wi th  my s is ters .  I  can ' t
remember when my s is ter  wasn' t  near  and tak ing eare of  me.  So i t  was
when I f irst went to school. In good weather we walked the miLes. In
bad,  Papa h i tched up the team and took us.  I t  was a one room sehool ,
al- l  grades to nine. We went to church at a Litt le country church,
Mission }Iome B,aptist.

Af ter  my father 's  heaLth fa i led and he was hospi ta l ized,  f f iy
mother  moved us to  Ger ing,  Scot ts  Bluf fs ,  Nebraska,  where her  fami ly
I- ived. (rt seems Savil- l-a said her father had some kind of nervous or
menta l  breakdown and was hospi taL ized for  about  two years,  This ,  o f
course,  was a great  d isrupt ion to  the fami l -y ,  and was se ldom ta lked
about, which was in keeping with the era in whdch they l ived. Other
than the brief mention above, :I  ean f ind nothing in her notes and
mementoes concern ing her  fa ther 's  i l_ l_ness. )

The remainder of my chiLdhood was spent in Gering, Nebraska. I
remember that I amused myself mostLy sewing doLL cl-othes, pLaying with
paper  dol ls  and co lor ing wi th  crayons and water  pa ints .  On my 12th
birthday I received ro1ler skates. I took on my share of household
chores including learning to cook on our wood or coal-- lourning range.

Gering is in the Platte Valley surrounded hy rugged hi l ls. West
of  the town is  the range f rom the Bad Lands to  the south,  o f  scot t 's
Bluff,  and Dome Rock. These are famed landmarks on the Oregon Trai l
and it  was between the two, through Mitchel-L Pass that the wagon trains
had to pass. A rocky cl- imb to the top was rewarded with a breath-
tak ing v iew of  the va l l -ey.  ch imney Roc\ .Far ther  east ,  near  Bayard,
was a lso a d is t inct ive l -and mark on the Tra i l .  When f  was a ch i ld  the
deep wheel  ru ts  were s t iLL v is ib le  on the pasture land.  S ince i r r iga-
t ion was made possible by large dams, I imagine they have been pLowed
under  now.  f  was thr i l led to  s tudy ear ly  Nebraska h is tory  in  school
and enjoyed talking to my mother about pioneer l i fe. Her family moved
to the Val-Iey in 1-887. Her father preached the f irst sermon for the
Christ ian Church there. He was the minister at Cheyenne, Wyoming
at  the t ime of  h is  death in  L900.

r loved the hiLls and spent many happy hours hiking there
There is  a  road buiLt  to  the top now and Devi l 's  Hole (or  S l ide) i  

- - -

is  no more.  The br i l l iant  co lored sunset  over  the h i l - I -s  is  a  p ic ture
for  anyone.
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I  enLered the second grade at  the l i t tLe wooden bui ld ing that
was east of the new Senior High School building. The next two grades
were in the old building north of the Senior l l igh School. The new
Grammar School  bu i ld ings were completed and the east  s ide at tended
McKin ley and the sest  s ide,  L incoln.  The L incoln School  was one b lock
from my home. We were so proud of the new building and moved in
dur ing the school  term.  I t  was a thr i l l - ing exper ience and very wel l
organized (so i t  seemed to mel) .  My parents taught  us to  l -ove and
apprec iate our  publ ic  bu i ld ings,  somethLng I  th ink the ch i ldren of  to-
day take for  granted too much.  f  en joyed school  and was qui te  fond
of  severa l -  teachers.  One was Mrs.  Ci rughl in ,  s ix th grade.  Junior  High
School -  was upsta i rs  at  the Senior  High bui ld ing,  about  seven bI -ocks
f rom home.  The subject  I  en joyed most  and recal l  o f ten now was the
hisrEory of  Nebraska.  r  guess that  was beeause my grandparents were
earLy p ioneers and f  heard the personaL exper iences of  my mother  as a
chi ld .  I t  was in  Junior  High that  a  penmanshlp teacher  shamed me for
us ing my le f t  hand to wr i te  and f  t r ied to  change.  The resul t  made
me nervous and Mother found out and stopped it , .  But my writ ing with
my le f t  hand d id not  seem as good as before.  I  am most  dec idedly  l -e f t -
handed in  act ion and thought .  I  graduated f rom eighlh grade on May
2 4 ,  L 9 2 6 .

In Senior  High School  r  took co l lege preparatory work,  in tending
to be a teacher .  We could take the s tate teacher  examinat ions on work
completed in  the Normal  Tra in ing c l -ass.  My grades were exceLlent  for
the examinat ions I  took.  Among my subjects  were Genera l -  Sc ience,  B io- ' - -
logy,  A lgebra I  & I I ,  Geometry ,  Lat in  I  & IT,  Agr icu l ture,  Junior  Re-
v iews (NormaL r ra in ing) ,  Glee Club and Physica l .  Educat ion.  My favor i te
teachers at  Ger ing High School -  were ALice Lewis,  Seiencer '  C.E.  Tavener ,
Math, and Amanda McHenry.

A h igh l ight  o f  my Junior  year  was the Junior  and Senior  CLass
Banquet .  f t  was a lovely  occasion and f  have a newspaper  c l ipp ing
descr ib ing i t .  I  had the honor  of  g iv ing the l -ast  program number of
the eveni^g, a poem I composed portraying a f ict ional- gt impse into
the fu ture of  the seniors.  The poem was a b ig h i t  wi th  the crowd.
I  loved h igh school  and I  am sure the b iggest  mistake of  my l i fe  was
my sudden decis ion to  marry  at  the end of  my Junior  year .  Many ser-
ious mistakes and much unhappiness that  resul ted in  d ivoree was the
result of two young people who married before they were prepared for
that  responsib i l i ty .  I  d id  not  lack much at  that  t ime to eompLete
my h igh school  educat ion and t r ied three t imes to  return to  school
to do it  but something aLways prevented my continuing. f f inal-Ly suc--
ceeded in  1-965.  I t  was a Long cher ished dream.

I  began going s teady wi th  Wi l l iam Henry Bl iss  in  Ju ly ,  L928.  I t
was dur ing the Oregon Tra i l -  Days ceLebrat ion.  I  had met  h im at  ehureh,
al-though he was one of the older fel- l-ows who eame to Gering to work
in the Sugar  Beet  Factory and stayed to paint  a t  the factory in  the
summer too. His father and mine worked there too during the season
of  harvest  and my father  l iked 8 iL1.  Tn the spr ing BiL l  gu i t  because
of poor health and went to the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation to farm
f lax on v i rg in  so i l .  When he came back in  June.we suddenl -y  dec ided to
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be marr ied on the 15th and I  re turned wi th  h im to South Dakota.  We
were marr ied at  my parents '  home wi th  Mr.  and Mrs.  Jesse Spray as wi t -
nesses.  Mama p icked the beaut i fu l  red peonies just  beginning to  b l -oom.
I  wore my ,Tunior-Senior  banquet  dress Mama had made,  be ige georget te
over  rose sat in .  rn  Ju ly  we went  to  Gibbon,  Nebraska to  v is i t  h is
pa ren ts  and  mar r i ed  s i s te rs .  Th i s  was  L929 ,

(A note from another source on the same period) "At the t ime of
our  marr iage Wi l l iam Bl iss was empLoyed at  the Great  Western Sugar
Factory at  Ger ing as a carbonator  in  the manufactur ing season a-nd a
painter  in  the of f  season.  He qui t  th is  work to  ra ise f lax on the
Seoux Reservation, not real- izing the f lax seed imported from Austral ia
was for  f iber  and not  seed,  he lost  a l l -  he had invested."

We made our home at McCook, Indianol-a, Frankl- in, and Geri,ng, Neb-
raska  un t i l  1933 .  My  son ,  W i lbu r  Lee  B l i ss ,  was  bo rn  a t  my  mo the r ' s
home in  Ger ing,  May 5,  1930.  He had lo ts  of  dark brown hai r ,  b lue
eyesr , ?rrd weighed seven pounds. II is hair became l ight within a year
or  so but  dark brown as he grew up.  His  sk in is  fa i r  and sunburns ea-
s i l y .

I  made  by  f i r s t  baby ' s  f i r s t  d ress  aLL  by  hand .  r  was  so  happy
and proud to do i t .  I  don ' t  th ink i t  w i l l  ever  mean as much to Wi l -bur
as i t  does to  me for  I  see i t  w i th  a Motherrs  lov ing,  expectant  eyes.
The st i tches are not  as smal l -  or  per fect  as I  thought  they were then.
I t  does,  indeed,  look very pLain and ord inary but  when f  p ick i t  up a
mi l l ion memor ies make i t  beaut i fu l  to  me once more.

WiLbur  f i rs t  smi l -ed on June 8th,  had h is  f i rs t  ha i r  cut  on Ju ly
5th,  f i rs t  put  out  h is  hands to  Opal -  on September 27th,  fe l l  o f f  the
bed on 'Ju l -y  L0th,  fe l l  out  o f  a  chai r  on October  2nd,  f i rs t  crawLed
on November 22nd,  and f i rs t  burned h is  hands on November 23rd.

(Par t  o f  a  le t ter  wr i t ten to  D.  & B.  in  L964 g ives th is  in forma-
tion,;)

, "Sorry  to  hear  about  you having such a l -arge boi l  ,  ox carbuncle
and  the  k ids  hav ing  them too .  I 'm  ' .  su re  I ' ve  to ld  you ,  bu t  i t  bea rs
repeat ing - -  When Wi lbur  was a baby and I  came to Nel l ie 's  in  Long
Beach for  the summer for  my heal th ,  a l - l  o f  Nel l ie 's  famiLy had boi l -s
and Wilbur and I got them. I had 1-3 at one t ime on my body. My
cousin took me to the doctor and he said they were very infectious.
He gave me a perscript ion for birchl-oride of mercury tabl-ets and dir-
ections to sit  in the tub of water with two tablets in i t  to bathe
and soak the boi l -s .  Then open them carefu l ly ,  press ing away f rom
the core, washing with bichloride solution and then take towel- and
al l  c l -o th ing I  had worn and put  in  the bath water  for  s ter i l - izat ion.
I  got  r id  of  mine but  Nel l ie  and fami ly  s t i l -L  had the i rs  a year  la ter . "

Then eame the depression years and it  was a struggle to keep body
and soul together. We moved to McCook, Nebraska where Bil l  beeame a
Rale igh Products Dealer .  A l though he was a successfu l -  sa lesman in  that
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county, the depression hit hard and many farmers couLd not pay their
b i lLs.  The c i t ies had the i r  bread L ines but  onJ-y those who l ived i t
know what i t  was l ike, to pl-ant seed to feed hungry l ivestock and
fowl onl-y to see it  dry up in the hot, dry wind, and the valuable
top so i l -  b lown about  and p i led in  dr i f ts .  To add to  the miser ies of
the depress ion,  the Midwest  was suf fer ing at  that  t ime f rom severe
drought  and dust  s torms.

NelLie also was having her problems and her chi l-dren were sent
to  Ger ing to  be wi th  us.  r  was expect ing a baby in ,January and the
food we had was not a good diet for me. rt was diff icult for everyone
that  year .  The factory season \^ras shor t  and that  c l -osed the sma1l
hoteL my parents were managing.  Both my father  and Bi l l  were out  o f
work,  t ry ing desperate ly  to  f ind anyth ing to  do,  wi thout  success.
Dorothy r lene Bl iss,  f f iy  daughter ,  was born January 10,  1933,  she had
dark brown hai r  and brown eyes.  Soon af ter  she was born my husband
Left for Lynden, Whatcom, Washington, where he could fLnd work and
where there was an abundanee of food being produced on the smal-I- farms.
UncLe Wi l l - ,  h is  fa ther 's  twin brother ,  had set t led there somet ime pre-
v ious l -y .  The last  o f  June I  fo l lowed on the t ra in  wi th  the ehi ldren.

Before I  Lef t  Nebraska for  Washington,  our  f r iends,  Jesse and
opal -  Spray,  had the i r  f i rs t  baby,  a  beaut i fuL L i t t le  g i rL  r ,who d ied
f rom in jur ies at  b i r th .  They had been marr ied seven years and wanted
a baby so badly .  r t  was sad indeed.  years la ter  they had a son.

Whatcom County, Washington was a beautiful pl-ace of dairy and
chicken ranches,  orehards,  f i r  and p ine t rees,  and f resh a i r .  My hus-
band started by selLing for the Watkins Products Company and was
guite successful. Later we bought a house and orchard at the north-
west corner of Lynden, Washington, and made a smal-l- store and Standard
Oi l  Company stat ion there.  Wi th var ious h i red help I  managed the
store during the day and he helped at night and weekends.

I fai l-ed to mention that r had been baptized by Mormon mission-
ar ies when my son was a t iny baby,  on Ju l_y 26,  j_930 (my s is ter ,  Nel l_ ie
and her  husband had jo ined a l i t t l -e  earL ier ) .  r  then had no eontact
with an organized ward untiL r was contacted at Lynden, Washington,
by Bishop l lenry B. Lindenbolt in 1-938. Church was held in Bell lngham,
20 miLes south, and I freguently attended. I real l-y knew very l i t t le
about the Mormon faith when r was baptized. I had been eonverted to
the truth of the Book of Mormon but my parents and fr iends were strong-
Iy opposed to my becoming a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. At one t ime r even renewed my meri lrership in the
chr is t ian Church in  which r  was ra ised and an act ive member.  r t  has
taken many years of  contact ,  ch ief ly  to  begin wi th ,  by my desi re to
ra ise my chi ldren in  the Lat ter -day sa int  way of  l i fe ,  to  ga in the
testimony to the truth of this gospel that I do have now. Sometimes
r feel- i t  hae come too late. Too many mistakes and heartaehes mixed
up wi th  the joys I rve known.
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r  had gros?n up at tending the F i rs t  Chr is t ian Church of  Chr is t  and
it was a shock and a disappointment to my parents and fr iends when I
became a Mormon.  I  was v ice-pres ident  in  the Chr is t ian Endeavor  in
L928 and became president when Miss Hazel- Ewing (president) got mar-
r ied.  T loved the Evangel - is ts ,  Warren and Phyl l ls  Anderson v€, ry  much
and apprec iate the i r  love and in ' f luence.  But  that  is  one of  the dear
f r iendships I  l -ost  a f ter  r  became a Lat ter -day Saint .

I rve Loved my act , iv i t ies and associat ions in  the Mormon Church
very much, It  is my prayer that I may have the heal-th, : t ime, and
init iat ive to continue to serve my Heavenly Father in a better way and
to be successful in my work in genealogy. I know this is the true
Church of  Chr is t  and that  , fesus Chr is t  is  the Son of  God.  I t  is  my
prayer that someday my beloved husband wil l  eome to know these things
are t rue and be bapt ized,  and that  my grandchi ldren wi l l  never  fa l ter
in  th is  fa i t ,h ,

(A guote from a letter to D.& B, gives these insights into
Dorothy 's  babyhood)  "Did not  want  to  be heLd or  cuddled very long.
Quiet and sometimes mysterious for one so young. othe:clt irnes,she
woul-d squeel- with del- ight and giggJ-e at anotherrs anti is without
feeLing any need to be a part, of 'bhe activity. Later she wouLd ask
L,0'00 questions and want to know' WHy for everything." Dorothy aLso
weighed seven pounds at birth.

We buiLt the neighborhood store and gas station to a pretty good
paying trade. ft  would take more space than f have here to recount
the many experiences l iving there. We belonged to the Farmers'
Grange Associat ion and both heLd of f ices at  one t ime or  another .  He
was t reasurer  and T,  "Pomona."  The c l imate and l -ocaLe was conducive
to p icn ics at  B i rch Bay,  Lake Whatcom, Mt .  Baker ,  Canada,  or  the
Seat t le  zoo.  There was an abundance of  food to  can at  home inc lud ing
garden vegeta loLes,  f ish,  beef ,  ch icken,  f ru i t ,  .and berr ies.  r  took
some pr izes at  the county fa i r  wi th  such entr ies one year ,  and bought
mysel - f  a  much needed pai r  o f  shoes.  I t  was whi le  at  the s tore that
Wil,bur had mumps and whooping cough at the same time. I was busy
tak ing care of  bus iness and i t  v /as hard on both of  us.  fhe t r ia ls  of
the depress ion cont inued and both Bi l l  and I  had to  work- 'very hard to
make a go of i t .  I  welL remember one t ime when I did not have one
goo'd dress l-eft,  ot money to buy one. We had lost everything in bus-
iness fa i l -ure and were s tar t ing over .  Mother  sent  me dress rnater ia l
for .my birthday 

"tt{f ,or 
gl-ad r was for her thoughtful gif t .  r was so

happy to be abLe to sew and used this ski l l  to keep my famiLy guite
wel- l -  dressed in  sp i te  of  the hard t imes.  I  learned the sk i lL  of  mak-
ing over ,  making do,  and imaking warm gui l ts  f rom cast -of f  ar t icLes.

Later we bought a house on the Guide Meridian, fondLy lnown to
the fami ly  as "The Glass House."  The ch i ldren had a dog named Tr ix ie*

and in many ways things seemed ideal. There are many good memories.
Swimming in the l-ake is such a fond memory. Wil lour's knee injury

when he fel- l- on a thorn or spike is not so pleasant. I t  was very
painful- to him and treatment seemed inefective. The elders administered

* (and a cat named Minnie)
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to h im and the next  day i t  was wel l .  An ear l ier  happy memory was
when Wil-bur planted onions in the garden and we coul-dn't imagine
why they never came up unti l-  Dorothy, onI-y a toddler then, was spotted
eat ing the t iny sprouts l  B i l l ' s  s is ter  L i lah broke her  Ieg and came
to stay at our home where I coul-d give her care. I  was always very
fond of  L i lah and we remained f r iends even though Bi l l  and T d ivorced.
Actual - ly  i t  seemed as though we were never  a lone as a fami ly ,  B i l l rs
brother, Darold, l- ived with us quite a bit of the t ime and others
were with us from time to t ime.

( rn the absenee of  Mom's own wr i t ten deta i l -s ,  I  am f i l l inq in  a
b i t  he re  -  Donna) .

In  1934 or  L935 there was a s i lver  thaw in  Washington that  created
a breathtak ing d isp l -ay of  beauty.  We have heard i t  ment ioned many
times over the years and even a few p ic tures have beenpreserved.

STLVER THAW IN WASHINGTON - L934

Although on the surface everything looked f ine with the marriage
of  Wi l l  and Savi lLa,  th ings were not  f ine.  She fe l t  h is  expectat ions
were far  too great  and that  there was l i t t le  apprec iat ion for  a l l  o f
her  hard work and a l l  that  she accompl ished.  As Mom aLways gave
credit,  he worked hard and long to support the famil-y during those
Depress ion years and she found much to pra ise in  h is  ab i l i t ies and
accomplLshments. He provided weLl for her f inancial needs but not
for  her  emot ionaL needs at  least  in  her  v iew.  He was a successfu l
salesman who loved to taLk with his e'ustomers and sel-dom remembered
the t ime or thaL he was needed and expected at home" Romanticisms
were not his thing and she had a great hunger for them. He took for
granted that  which he had,  unt i l -  he lost  i t ,  and then could never
become reconciLed to the loss. There was a powerful- force between
them that  lasted throughout  the i r  l i fe t imes.

Sav i l - La ' s  1 -ong  yea rs  o f  i l - l ness  began  ea r l y  i n  he r  mar r i age .
She  le f t  a  no te  say ing  she  had  su rge ry  i n  L935  i n  S t .  Luke ' s  Hosp i ta l ,
for appendectomy and repair of female organs. There was also the men-
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tion of golng to spencl Eorre time urith Nell.ie shortly aft-e,r Wilbur was
born -* f,of, her health. A,bout 1940 s,he wag tested for tuberculosLs,
a fact that saused her msther mrch anxiety because.Bertha had died
of  i t .

gavilla continued ts e:rpress her Lnnerrnost thoughts in poetry
and perhaps her poerro are the best ptace to gain an idea of sone of,
the inner pain she uas feellng during the*e years. Othere with whon
she Ehared her poetry admiredl tt greatLy and urgedl her ts- eeak publi-
cat{on, which evJ.dentLy she dtd, though not very successfrnlly. The
foll,owing record Ln Savllla'e writing.r,.g'ivee E ome elues as ts these
efforts. fhere vras plso a.short storyr'.she tried to publish that
B.ilt had in hj,e po6:6€6oi.on untitr a f,ew,,ysErs before hls death when he
gave it to W:ilbur.
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Good f r iends to  Savi l la  and Bi l l  were the Gutenburgs,  Thedie

and  Jack ,  Thed ie  became a l so ,  a  c lose  pe rsona l  f r i end  and  i t  was  to

her  Savi l la  turned when her  mar i ta l  probLems became most  unbearablQ
to her. I t  was to the Gutenburg home she f led when she felt separa*

t ion f rom Bi l I  was a necessi ty ,  and i t  was a lso there that  she met

Jesse  Ra lph  Wa l ton ,  a  cous in  o f  Thed ie ' s rhome on  l eave -

Savi l - l -a 's  l i fe  s tory  for  the Covey book put  i t  a l l  neat ly  in

two or  three sentences.  "We were d ivorced in  March,  1940,  and I  too$

the ch i l -dren to  nry  s is ter 's  in  San Diego,  Cal i forn ia.  Later  we w'ent

to  my parent 's  home in  Ger ing,  Nebraska.  That  faL l  I  took the ch i l -

dren to  Brookl$n,  New York,  where I  was marr ied to  Jesse Ralph Wa1tor l

RMIC in  the U.3.  Navy."  For tunat ly  there are some miscel laneous notds

to help f i l l  in  a  few of  Lhe deta i ls .

A l though there is  not  .much wr i t ten among Savi l la 's  l i fe  s tory

notes concern ing i t ,  there can be l i t t le  doubt  that  the romance betwqen

her  and Jay was a powerfu l  and last ing one.  A look back at  the i r  l i$es

reveals  so many obstac les and ser ious problems to contend wi th  and yqt

the love l ight in their eyes never grew dim. Jay was a romantic and

prov ided the tender  phrases and moments that  she had a lways longed for .

He romanced her  wi th  songs,  specia l  words and phrases,  and wi th  g i f t$

and cards conta in ing the i r  own secret  meaninEs.  "Har les"  ( the meaning

Lhe i r  sec re t  s t i l l )  and  "A lways  i n  A l1  Ways , "  come qu ick l y  t o  m ind .
No doubt  her  song "Kiss Me With Your  Eyes"  was wr i t ten for  Jay - -  and

other  poetry  as wel l .  He seemed to add a specia l  touch to  everyth ing

and the i r  moments together  were specia l  enough to make a l l  the wai t iT lg

in  between bearable.  His  specia l  l i t t le  touches enr iched the fami l -y ;

At  h is  inst igat ion the l4orse Code s ignal  for  Z became the " fami ly"

s igna l .  "Da  Da  D i t  D i t "  b rough t  (and  s t i l l  b r i ngs )  a l l  ea rs  to  a t teh -

t i on .  I t ' s  easy  to  unders tand  why  h i s  cha rms  were  a lways  i r res i s tab fe

to her  and we' re so happy she had th is  great  romance to enr ich her

l i fe  and that  i t  promises to  be an eternal  one.

There  a re  two  l e t te rs  f rom Sav i l l a ' s  mo the r  t ha t  I 'm  go ing  to
inc lude here.  The f i rs t  was wr i t ten on June 29Lh,  L94O and addressed
to  Sav i l l a  i n  Long  Beach ,  Ca .  a t  Ne l l i e ' s  house  where  she  s tayed  fo r
awh i l e  a f te r  he r  sepa ra t i on  f rom 8 i11 .  f t  doesn ' t  l ook  as  though  i t
would xerox well.  The other was written the previous November and I
am encluding i t  main ly  for  a  sample of  her  handwr i t ing,  which was
very pret ty .

"Ger ing,  Nebr . ,  June 29th l4o.  My dear  daughter  and ch iLdren,
Received your ever welcome letter this P.M. Sorry to learn you were
i11.  I  do hope you are bet ter  by now and r  do hope that  T.B.  test
wi l l  prove you are no worse.

I  don ' t  see why you d id not  eome d i rect  home at  f i rs t  instead
o f  Ne l l i € ' s ,  o f  cou rse  I  rea l i ze  you  wan ted  to  v i s i t  Ne l l i e .  G Iad
flene is better. But the t ime has come t,o act immedi_atelv you have
got  to  come home here as soon as poss ib le .  But  the bus or  t ra in
fare is  the quest ion,  now.  Whlch way wi l l -  you come by t ra in  or  bus?

L__l
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"Bi l - l  may be shor t  but  i f  he
i t  wiL l  be a help as we are shor t
dry hot summer cl imate wil l  be a
elimates too. IIe can put in for
midwest states and get a route in

- I4 -

can help get  you and k idd ies home,
o f  cash .  Th i s  h igh  a l t i t ude  and

help.  B iL l  bet ter  ar range to change
a change of  cL imate to  Nebraska or

a d i f ferent  locat ion.
"I always worried about that cl imate in the west, i t  wag so wqt.

You see what  money you ean ra ise f rom Nel-L ie ,  wr i te  Bi l l  by a i r  and
see what money he wil l  send you. You must of had that cold when het '

wasJthere.  Did Bi l l  know of  your  T.B.  test? Answer and in  the mean-
ti .me Let us know how you are at once. We must get you home and buil t
up above i t  qu ick.  Very few had Ber tha 's  k ind.  Then le t  us knowby
air how much fare money needed, how rnuch you can raise from Bil l  and
Ne l1 ie ,  ES  we  a l l  mus t  ae t  now.

"Answer by return mai l  by a i r  i f  poss ib le ,  everyLhing how you
are,  what  the test  proved,  and about  the money.

Loads of  Love,  Mother
Mrs  C la rk  Long ,  "

Savi l la  le f t  gu i te  a few wr i t ings to  use in  the compi la t ion of
her  l i fe  s tory  but  there are some pret ty  large gaps which she covered
wi th a few shor t  words.  These inc lude the war t ime years.  perhaps
they were too painfu l  to  recount .  The le t ters  f rom Jay would no
doubt give much interesting information but i t  is just too t ime con-
suming to  t ry  to  use them for  that  purpose.  Mom had in tended to com-
plete her  s tory  and le f t  l i t t le  note reminders to  hersel f  which I
wi l l  quote here for  whatever  ins ights  they prov ide.

1.  Leaving San Diego ( t f r is  would be f rom Aunt  Nel l ie 's  a f ter  separa-
t ion f rom Bi l l )  A/n/+O

Leav ing  Ger ing  LO/L4 /AO fo r  B rook l yn ,  U .P .R .R .
(EVident ly  she spent  two months wi th  her  parents.  Jay 's  in-
s t ruct ions for  ar r iva l  in  Brooklyn are on fo l lowing page.  )

Leaving Miami  6/L6/4L -  for  Phi ladelphia.

2.  L94O --  New York Wor1d 's  Fai r  - -  Genera l  Motors Futurama,  largest
and most  rea l is t ic  scaled model  ever  constructed.

3. L94L -- Feb. I lospital in New York -- Kings county General
(Was th is  the t ime she to ld  me about  that  she near ly  d ied be-
cause she needed b lood t ransfus ions and the in terns,  unable
to f ind a vein, were al lowing the blood to just run down the
dra in of  a  nearby s ink? This  was a lso a f r ightening t ime for
the  ch i l d ren  because  Jay  was  a t  sea . )

Feb.  18,  L94L -  Weights Savi lLa 110 lbs,  Wi lbur  75 lbs,
Dorothy 51 Ibs.

March L94L - -  Miami  - -  Aguar ium --  Leave eanceled.

Ch i l d ren  l e f t  Be l l i ngham a lone .  Back  . t o  New London ,  Conn .
Jay St .  Beldon furn i ture.  ( th is  wr i t ten on bot tom of
March  L94L  no te )

4 .

5 .

6 .
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3/L/4L -- We three left New York
3/3/4L =-  Arr ived Miami
3/4/4L -- Jay l-eft on cruise
3/L6/4L - Jay hitchhiked to Key West - Miami
3/L7/4L - Returned via bus

30/August  L94l  - -  Arr ived New London.  Kids returned August  27.
A r r i ve  N .L .  Sa tu rday .  B i ke  r i de  ae ross  r i ve r  i n
New London.

9.  Dec.  7 ,  L94I  - -  Jay l -e f t  ( "We were arranging newLy purchased
furniture in an apartment in New London, Con*
nect icut  on the day of  the Japanese at tack on
Pearl- Harbor. " )

Luc iL le  moved in .
I lene bapt ized.  Navy house.
Elders held Primary in our house. Always left i t  immacu

L942 ChiLdren in  Washington.  DoroLhy h i t  wi th  shovel .
Church in  Lodge HaLL.

L942 -- Met chi ldren in New York
Statue of Liberty
Double-decker bus and shopping.

Aug.  L942 - -  Our  Navy Magazine l is ted author ized advancements
t o  C , P . O .  A . A .  o f  m e n  p a s s e d  e x a m s .

Vis i t  Stat ,ue of  L iber ty  when chi ldren
arr ive f rom Washinqton.

South El l io t t  P lace.  Chi ldren crowd around to cross s t reet .
Lesson  i n  race  p re jud i ce .

May 2L, L942 Commencement exercises Gering High School for
Ph i l i p .

Papa d ied ( " In  1942 my father  d ied and mother  and Phi l -
came to l ive with me in New London, l-ater going to my
sis teds in  Phi ladelphia.  Papa worked as a caretaker
at  a  cemetery and one day he d ied whi le  on the job,  o f  a
hear t  a t tack .  "  )

October L942 -- New Orleans Children November
Mama -- Nel-Lie Phil  in the Army
Worked at  Thom McCann's  Store (shoes)
Chr is tmas Par ty  "And the Worms Camel"
Ride to  end of  l ine - -  15 cents (For  an af ter -

noon's  enter ta inment  Savi l la ,  Wi lbur ,  and Dorothy
rode to the end of  the bus L ine,  spending the i r  last

15 cents 5 cents each. Fortunately the bus driver I
d idn ' t  make them get  o f f  a t  the end and they were able l

to wait unti l  the bus returned to service t6 return horire.)

1 0 .

1 1 .

L 2 .
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DEARIST DAR L  I  I ' iG  SA LLY BARY:  -

F E B  2 r .

RUSH L INE ON ACCOUNT OF I |JE ARE
AND I  HAVE JUST  LEARNED THE R IAL
N O T  B T  A D H E R I D  T O .

GETT ING UNDER\ , ' ' /AY
PROSPECT I  VE  DOPE

JUST A
I N  A  F O O  M I N U T E S
WH I CH I.,4AY OR IUAY

WE LEAVE HERE MARCH 5TU AND ARE D IJE  BAcK  HERE FOR ONE DAY ONLY IN
LATE APRIL .  AS  I  SEE  IT ,  I - IO t l \ lEVER,  THESE BOATS ARE-TMCAPABLE OF
M A K I N G  T R I P S  S U C H  A S  I S  P L A N N E D  W I T H O U T  B I I N G  G R E A T L Y  I N  N E E D  O F
OVERHAUL  OF  ONE K  IND  OR ANOTHER,  TH  IS  PORT OFFERS T ! I /O  SH  I  PYARDS
\ l / H l c H  c A N  D 0  s A l D  W O R K ,  S 0  t T ' S  M y  p R t V A T E  O p t N t 0 N  T H A T  W H E N  W E
COI \4E  BACK HERE WE U i l I LL  STAY HERE FOR MORE THAN ONI  DAY.  A  WEEK OR
T W O  I $  M O R E  L I K E  I T .

$ 0  S T A R T  P A C K  l N l G ,  H O N E Y .  P U T  E V E R Y T H  t N c  y O u  D O N ' T  A O T U A L L Y  N E E D
l N  T H I  T R U N K  I N C L U D  l t \ ' G  A L L  l / Y  C  I V V  I E S  A N D  S T O R T  l T .  L E A V E  E V E R v .
TH ING YOU DO NOT ACTUALLY  NEED I I \  STORAGE AND IVAK I  ARRANGEI /TNTS TO
LEAVE FOR t ' / lA tu l l  AS  S00N AS  YOU GET  YOUR A t -LOT f \ i lENT  CHECK.  WE WILL
HAVE N0  I \ IORE THAN TWO DAYS TOCETHIR  TH tS  T  i l \ 48 ,  BUT  ALTHOUGH THIS
SORT 0F  MOVE MAY SE IM F00L  I  SH  EXPEND I  TURE N0W;  I  TH  I  NK  Wt  CAN sAVE
I N J  T H I  L O N G  R U N .  R E N T  C A N  B E  H A D  V E R Y  C H I A P L Y  A F T E R  T H E  T O U R I S T
S E A S 0 N  E N D $ .  O U G H T  T 0  P A Y  N 0  | M O R E  T H A N  1 '  B U X  p [ R  M O N T H  T H E N .

sEE  [ /R .SLADE AT  NR 1  SOLJTH ELL  [ 0TT  PLACE AND c  tVE  H  t f \ 4  THE  NOTI  |  ,
W I  LL  ENCLOSE.  \ ,4 /H[ I \J  YOU READ THE NOTE YOU '  LL  SEE WHY I  WANT YOU TO
0ONTACT l - l  l i \ / .  CA [ -L  0N  H IM  AT  ABOUT qp114  AND lF  NECESSARY WAIT  UNT IL
HE GETS H0 [VE  "  HE  lS  A  YEOMAN F  IRST  CLAss ,  0N  SHoRE DUTy  AT  TH t  yARD.

I I I ' I  S E N D I N G  T H I S  A I R M A I L  B U T  \ I / I L L  U i l R I T E  T O  G R E A T T R  I . E N G T H  T O N I T E .

T H A T T S  A t - L  F O R  N O V V ,  H O N E Y .  I  L O V E  y o u  A N D  W t L L  B E  C O U N T  t N G  T H E
H O U R S  U N T  I L  Y O U R  A R R  I V A L .  L E T ' S  T A K E  W H A T  H A P P I N I S S  l / i E  C A N  W I l I L E
T H T  O P P O R T U N  I  T Y  P R T S E N T S .

ALL MY LOVE AND K I  SSES AND B/E FRO[4  YOUR

DADDY

J A Y .

P .  S .  SAVE TVERY PENNY Y0U P0SS I  BLY  CA f , t ,  i l 0N ty .  BUy  GR0CER I  ES  ONLy
A$ YOI .J  A( ) IUALLY NETD TH[ fu {  -  FROI \4  I \4TAI -  TO i ITAL.  I  THINK INJ I
cAf ,J  i ' , ,14K[  0UT QU lT t  f iEL t "  AND tF  Nt0L_$SARy I  CAN B0Ri t0 ' / f  EN0ucH
T0  f /AKE  l rP  T l - l I  D  IFFERENCE \ , ' / l ]  ICH  CAN BE  R t rPA  lD  0UT  0F  T I IE
I / O N F Y  S A V E D  I N  R E N T  A N D  G R O C I R  I [ S  H E R T .  C ?  O K ,  H O I \ [ Y ,

cOi\ l l t  A-RUNN I  Nt '  !



\dru-raHI"JR
'@rrr^"fu 

-rr*-liry
6^J- 9t*ilrt""^,*,,]^r4rifu* L*r# -

- 
d,u. :tlt1/L 6^^l- ile aktu "^1 ̂ rn *fu* 

ry
r y W y 1 , , , t 1  , , t

A*ila*w#frry
n -*h";'&'{7*or':ff*':Y'm"fr7;5m tu
Fiifiil, w ;:,-e"* mW fu,,,'*,rrfo*^e nw



-

n ry* ;fuffiu;,/"&;E;i(S

d,ud.'  .  ^),. ,-f^M,ff i  ;LiL' '*^:t-,fuy&,ffiffi'

' 4*?*144'a4't}')ry

4+ry-"jlr*"M 
/** vfry:tr : TffiW,: & I

t
ry;ffi;h ,^r".r/*n,fua*o"ffi^lt-.*'o*ffiLd.

*d;444P#-A^fr,yffi *@@,ffi

g;*#

TA+nioil'
r2-.a]6rtar# r41 -

,*{/ttirTr/r/ vy) 
}#",},; ?"_ry,rr ft,# Abqt/1''u

,W
, .#,1 fo"w'4,a;i
;J;,#@ . r 4,Y,,



l t.a t.t _'

l;:1j'1r-:

' -  : - , j , ,

' I : : : . r .

'*'r

I : ' : ' j : r t "



* l*- ' - t  
a,  

j i#r '
n '
I]

W



ffi,ffit ffi
4/*u*L74 fu



- 1 6 -

16 .  L943  - -  Jay  to  the  pac i f i c
W e  t o  L . A .
Apar tment  unt i l  furn i ture arr ived.
I lene operat ion
D.  sk ipped 58 -  68

L7 .  L944  - -  B races

Addit ional  "War Time" guote;  "My husband served eight years on the
U-s-s .  Ar izona jus t  p r io r  Lo  our  mar r iage and i t  w is  w i th  shock  and
horror that  we l is tened to the radio on Dee. 7,  1941 and learned
that  i t  had been sunk by Japanese bombers.  He had many acguaintances
on board.  rn  the fo l lowing s ix  years we fo l lowed h im to Miami ,  ph i11
adelphia,  Bal t imore,  Nor fo1k,  New London,  Prov inceto.wn,  New or leans,
and Los Angeles.  He served at  sea dur ing a l l  o f  Wor ld  War rT.  Dur inq
that t ime we could count a total of six months together as we met wfrJi
h is  d i f ferent  sh ips came to por ts  up and down the east  coast ,  and f i r l -
a l l y  back  to  the  wes t  coas t  i n  ! 943 . "  Th i s  a l l  amoun ted  to  a  l o t  o f
t ravel ing,  which prompted th is  note by Savi l l -a  "Travel  was not  one of
m r z  n ? r i  l A h n a A  . f  - ^ - * ^  ^ ^ - - ^ - ! t ^ - r  ^ - -  - - - r  - -my chi ldhood dreams,  never theless enjoyed very much. ' ,

Du r ing  those  war  yea rs  Sav i l l a  no t  on l y  t rave led ,  w i th  a l l  t he
preparat ions that  regui red,  but  made every dwel- l ing a p leasant  home
fo r  he r  f am i l y .  r ' ve  hea rd  he r  t e l l  o f  ce r ta in  th ings  she  a lways
packed in  such a way that  she could get  to  them quick ly  and make
each new p lace seem fami l iar  and home- l ike.  Savi l l la  a lso had severa l l
jobs to  herp wi th  the suppor t  o f  her  fami ly .  As she put  i t  " t  workfd
in severa l  s tores but  l iked photo- f in ish ing best . "  MLanlqhi le ,  bes ideis
a l l  the s t resses and st ra ins brought  on by the war ,  t fer$ur .Yf re s t resses
and st ra ins brought  on by the d ivorce f rom 8i11.  B i l l  could not  seem
to g ive up the hope of  winning her  back and h is  many communicat ions
were a mixture of  p leading and anger ,  wi th  impl ied threats ,  The agreer-
ment was that the children would spend their summers with him and irtut
required the two of them to cross the country several t imes on the
t ra in-  This  was a great  worr l r  in  addiL ion to  a l l  the arrangements
that  had to  be made.  wi lbur  as "b ig  brother"  shouldered the respon-
s ib i l i ty  very wel l  and the two of  them were able to  see a qreat  deal
of  th is  country  whi le  gain ing exper ience and independence.  And mean-
while, they were growing up. This poem was undoubtedly writ ten for
Dorothy,  and s ince i t  wasn ' t  inc luded in  the poetry  booklet ,  r  wi r l
inc lude i t  here,  even though i t  doesn ' t  appear  complete ly  f in ished.

Don' t  put  away your  dol l ies
For  i t  means you ' re growing up
Or your  l i t t le  toy tea set
Wi th i ts  one remain ing cup.

Life may beckon with i ts glamour
Like a prec ious sh in ing s tar
But  you '11 look back and wish you were
The  l i t t l e  g i r l  you  a re .
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Donr t  rush away and Leave the land
Of Make Believe and Nod
For no where in this worLd you'l1_ f ind
Such magic  in  the sod.

Remember how a cup of dirt
(And some got in your eye)

Mixed with a l i t t le water
Made your dol- ls a perfect pie?

There was a t ime when Mama's k iss
Was balm to every pain
And tears were dr ied by laughter
L ike sunshine dr ies the ra in .

But now you think you are so big,
I '  1 1  n e v e r  u n d e r s t a n d . . .
Have you forgotten it  was T,
Who showed you Fairy Land?

(Al ternate ending "Who shared your  Fai ry  Land?)

(An excerpt  f rom a le t ter  wr i t ten in  L963 to the Joneses in  Samoa)

" r f ind that in my desires for the fes{tfrings for my chiJ.dren irf
th is Li fe that  I  set  goaLs too high for Wi lbur to jump upon and there-
fore was crit icaL of his I i t t , le fai lures -- which I know was very
wrong. ft  made him feel he could not please me sometimes -- why try?
He was a lways af fect ionate and d id l i t , tLe th ings to  show me he cared
but I missed the potential he had and feLl short in the encouragement
and understanding he needed.  I  am so happy to  see h im puJ-L h imsel f
up  by  h i s  boo ts t raps . "

Jay was hospi taL ized for  6  weeks in  1946 at  Long Beach Navy
hospi taL for  s tomach uLcers.  In  L948 he f in ished 21 years of  serv ice
and was t ransferred to  the F leet  Reserves as a C.P.O.  Savi l la  went
to work for City Photo Service and Jay went to schooL for three years
hoping to  gain good heal th  and a new vocat ion.  He graduated f rom
Long Beach c i ty  Co1-Lege in  L95I-  and received an A.A.  degree in  ref r ig-
erat ion.  Instead of  work ing in  ref r igerat ion however ,  he went  to  wor ik
that  fa11 for  Nor th Amer ican Aviat ioar .

In L947 the Waltons bought a home at 3L66 Golden Avenue in Long
Beach,  Cal i forn ia.  Pr ior  to  that  the fami ly  had l ived on 24th s t reet
in  Los Angeles and in  Truman Boyd Manor ,  which was Navy Housing,  in
Long Beach. They thought i t  wonderfuL to own their own home. At f iqst
the re  was  no  ga rage , ;bu t  i n  a  few  yea rs  they  added  one .  Sav i l l a  sa id i
"There are so many memor ies in  every room of  th is  house.  Jay 's  s ight -
l -ess fa ther ,  my mother ,  and two chi ldren,  a l l  l ived together  here
for  a  t ime,  /mid much act iv i ty .  The ch i ldren were by then teenagers
and were act ive in  h igh school  and Church act iv i t ies. "
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Savi l la 's  L i t t le  reminder  notes to  hersel f ,  for  the t ime when
she woul-d compLete her Life story, provide more clues as to erenLs
she considered noteworthy between the war and 1950. They attended
wi lsh i re ward in  Los Angeles and the ch i ldren went  to  Foshay Jr .
High School .  In  Long Beach they at tended Long Beach Fi rs t  Ward,  which
was then meeting in the Masonic Temple. The chil-dren attended Frank-
l in Jr. High and Stephens Jr. High, and Long Beach Polytechnic l l igh
Sehool. They moved into their new house on Golden Avenue in July of
L947 and wilbur planned a surprise birthday party for Dorothy on
January L0th of L948. The kids from Church were invited. (I remember
that  par ty  - -  i t  was Lots  of  fun and we had a ter r i f ic  Seavenger  l lunt ) .
On December 25, L947, they took Wilbur and Dorot,hy to Christmas dinner
at  the Naval  Stat ion on Terminal  Is land,  Cal i forn ia.

In L948 Wilbur was married and this is what she wrote in her
Book of Remembrance about that:

"Wi lbur  has a lways been an af fect ionate and thought fu l  son.
When he was a l- i t t l-e boy he brought the f irst f lowers of spring to
me and we marveled at their beauty, Each spring I looked for:rarard and
wondered which fLower he wouLd brlng this year.

"When he was a young man I  suddenly  rea l ized one spr ing day,  he 'd
forgotten to bring me a f lower. When I toLd him, he gave me an embar-
rassed  sm i l -e  and  sa id ,  " r  Look  i t  t o  Donna . "  Then  r  knew my  son ' s
hear t  be longed f i rs t  to  someone eLse.

'rThey were married at the home of her parents, Charl-es and Nora
Tyler  on Ju ly  L6,  1948.  I t  was her  parent 's  wedding anniversary.
They were sealed for  t ime and etern i ty ,  October  26,  L953 in  the Mesa,
Ar izona Temple.

" I  Lost  the f i rs t  f l -owers of  spr ing but  r  ga ined a daughter .
As the years go by I f ind her sweet, gentl-e nature, Fnd gracious man-
ners endear her more to me. She is trul-y my second daughter. I  am
especial- ly happy and grateful- for the sisterly Love and fr iendship
between my daughter Dorothy, and Donna."

In  1948 Jay made Dorothy 's  b i r thday cake and i t  feLL.  I Ie  t ied
i t  wi th  s t r ing and i t  was a happy occasion "prov ing that  i t 's  the
spi r i t  that  eounts. "

On 20 February,  L949,  the f i rs t  Sunday School  was held in  the
newly compl-eted Long Beach First Ward Chapel. With donated Labor,
the  f i na l -  cos t  was  $146 ,000 .  r t  was  ded ica ted  1 -7  Ap r i l  1949 .

On Apr i l -  l ,  L949 Dorothy was 'Queen of  the Roset te Bal l '  w i th
,Ioyce Jacobs as her attendant. And then this note about Dorothy;
" f f  you coul -d see Dorothy window shop - -  no pr ices."  Dorothy grad-
uated f rom high school  on June 15,  l -950 and the i r  graduat ion g i f t  to
her was a Lady Hamilton watch. And Dorothy worked at the town halL
o f f i ce  i n  1950 .
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SaviLla continued working as a photo f inisher for Snap Pack at

c i ty  Photo serv ice in  Long Beach,  ca l - i forn ia,  she made a note of

thi; , 'City photo Snickeri Anqie, 'Did you work in a photo studio in

sw i t ze r l and? '  Marqe r i t a ,  ' oh  no !  A  bu tche r  shop . '  Ang ie ,  "oh  we l I ,

i t ' s  s i m i l a r . "

A whole new phase of f- i fe began for SaviLla on February 1-6th,

l -950,  1rhen Andrea,  her  f i rs t  grandchi ld  was botn '  Right  away she gave

a d inner  in  her  honor ,  wi th  1-oveLy tabLe set t ing and pLace-cards,  l is t=

ing herseLf  as "Grandma,"  She was only  38 years o ld but  the t i t le  o f

Grandma was okaY bY her,

There was a sad event  that  year  aLso.  Thei r  l i t tLe dog,  Buddie,

that they were so very fond of was poisoned and died. The reminder

note says he took s ick on september 2,1950 and d ied on september

8th. They were heartbroken.

Dorothy was,rmarr ied in  1951 and Savi l la  took specia l  p leasure
in being abLe to make her wedding dress. "There is something about
making a wedding dress that  is  l ike s t i tch ing a l l  your  fond hopes
and dreams into a wordless blessing. r l-oved every painstaking part
of i t .  What a thriLL to see it  f i t  smoothl-y in the bodice without
pulJ-ing any pI-ace. After several- attempts the sLip heLd it  out just
r ight without breaking the f lowing l ines, Dorothy wanted it  f l-oor
length without a train. Finished it  just cLeared the f loor evenly
aLl  the way around and i t  was so fuLL she could hold each s ide shouLder
h igh.  A ny lon tu l le  sk i r t  over  the sat in  sk i r t  seemed to be just  the
th ing to  make the dress especia lLy for  her .  I  pract iced on the scraps
unti l-  I  could rol- l- the si lk for her vei l  in a t iny unstitched hem. I
covered the l - i t t le  Ju1iet  cap wi th  sat in  and Lace.  So many th ings go
into a wedding dress,  a  few tears,  a  few laughs and a mother ,s  love
and best wishes. " (S.r-€t;t" *t 

V)
For her Book of Remembranee she wrote "Dorothy has always been

a s incere,  a f fect ionate and dependable g i r l .  Her  quiet  manner  of ten
hides her  in tense l -oyal ty  to  those she Loves.  She is  usual ly  ca l -m and
easy going but  wi th  the abi l i ty  to  be persever ing and carefu l  when
neeessary. once in a whiLe she seems Lost in deep thoughtfthat rejeets
in t rus ion,  yet  again,  her  spontaneous del ight  in  response to someone's
cJ-owning,  is  a  deLight  to  see.  "

"T should have known as she col- lected many dol- ls and would not
par t  wi th  Erry ,  that  L i t t l -e  ch i ldren would be her  ch ief  in terest  in
l i fe .  Her  famiLy comes f i rs t ,  then her  work in  Pr imary,  but  o f ten
she ot r lens her  hear t  and home to 'o ther  l i t t1e ones."

"She has always known what she wanted, and her favorite expres-
s ion is ,  'There must  be a way. '  When she was to  graduate f rom Poly
I l ighschool ,  she wanted a red su i t  o f  a  par t icu lar  shade and sty le .
We shopped unti l  our feet were sore, but we found it ,  and ten years
Later  she st iL l  wore i t  w i th  p l -easure,  "
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"And so i t  was when she met  Broadie F.  Jones,  the nephew of
our next door neighbors. As the summer passed I real ized they were
fa]-]- ing in love, and I thought of the red sUit, for i t  seemed once

more my daughter  had found her  hear t 's  des i re.  "

, 'They were marr ied December 20th,  195L,  dt  Long Beach Fi rs t
Ward, with the reception fo1-Lowing. The next spring, L952, she
graduated from City ColJ.ege. They were seaLed for t ime and eternity
in  the St .  George Temple on September L2,  1953.  "

"Broadie is  a  hard-work ing,  ambi t ious,  fami ly  man.  I  am so very
grateful Dorothy found someone she coul-d depend on who shares her l-ove

of the Gospel-, chiLdren, and home. The harmony that exists between our

fam i l i es  i s  one  o f  my  cho ices t  b less ings . "

(E!<cerpts  f rom a Let ter  wr i t ten to  Janice,  a  cousin,  June g,
L 9 6 4 )  i

"My daughter ,  Dorothy lLene Bl iss,  marr ied Broadie F i rmon ,Jones
Jr . ,  o f  La Jo l l -a ,  Cal - i forn ia.  His  aunt  and uncle are our  next  door
neighbors, so you can see how they met. Every date they had she took
the  Book  o f  Mormon  w i th  them,  o r  "P repa r ing  fo r  Mar r i age , "  an  L .D .S .
book,  and he was bapt ized the month before they were marr ied.  r
thought at the t ime he may have joined the Church because she did
not want to marry outside the Church. T coul-d never have been more
wrong. IIe has never wavered in his faith and has been a most enthu-
s iast ic  worker  ln  the Aaronic  Pr iesthood,  Boy Scouts,  and Church and
Los Angeles Temple Buil-ding programs. IIe is a l_icensed
el -ect r ic ian.  "

Savi lLa 's  own wr i t ings;  "The Korean War recaLled many serv ice
men to duty, among them my husband. IIe was sent as an instructor in
radio to  the Naval  Tra in ing schooL in  Ngr fo lk ,  v i rg in ia ,  in  March
of L952. We rented our house and went to Norfol-k where I worked at
Campbell Photo Service and learned to print and develop. I l-oved
photo f inishing and continued to enjoy i t  as a hobby in a small way,
for  severaL years.

When my mother beeame seriousLy i l l  and his father died, Deeenrlcer
23,  L952r  w€ returned in  haste to  Long Beach,  ca l i forn ia.  r  s tayed
to help so lve the problem of  

'Mother 's  
care.  She had been f . iv ing wi th

my s is ter  whi le  I  was in  Nor fo l -k  and my s is ter 's  husband was iL l  too.
Jay returned to NorfoLk to obtain a transfer near to Long Beach. Soon
af ter  h is  ar r iva l  in  San Diego he was hospi ta l ized because of  h is  u l -
cers and underwent surgery at the Naval l lospital there. During his
convalescenee we borrowed a tent and spent three weeks at Sequoia and
Yosemite Nat ionaL Parks.  Af ter  h is  t ransfer  again to  F leet  Reserve,
we moved back to our home."

vfhi le Jay and Savil la were in NorfoLk, Dorothy graduated from
Long Beach Ci ty  Col lege - -  the L2th of  June,  L952,  and the i r  second
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grandeh' i l -d ,  Rand L.  B l iss ,  was born - -  June 15,  L952.

Before going to Norfol-k, Savil- l-a and Jay had become interested
in square dancing and jo ined a c lub of  square dancers ca l l -ed the
I,azy Eights. This brought each of them a great deal of pleasure
and SaviLLa did hersel-f proud with matching costumes for them to
wear. On November 4, l95L they part icipated in the South Coast
Association of Square Danee elubs Promenade (the f i f th) at the Long
Beach Auditorium. They continued with the square dancing after their
return from NorfoLk. SaviLla said, "A few years ago w,e had learned
to square dance. My husband and I had so much fun in this fr iendLy
fashion untiL my heaLth stopped it .  He loves music, close harmony
in t r io ,  and square dancingt .  "

I t  was af ter  the i r  re turn f rom Norfo lk  that  Savi l - la  beeame act ive
in  Re l i e f  Soc ie t y .  She  sa id ,  " f  w i l l  a lways  be  g ra te fu l  t o  S i s te rs
Caro l -L Appl -eberry ,  Maude Rowan,  Bery l  Garret t ,  and the Late,  dear
Jenness Conners for their infLuence and confidence in my abiLity to
help lcy servirg, f irst as Magazine Representative and l"ast as Home

Management teacher. Sister Garrett was the teacher for our Genealogy
Home teacher  t ra in ing c1ass,  I  considered i t  a  pr iv i lege to  at tend
the cLasses in genealogy by J. Grant Stevenson in the East Long Beach
Stake Center ,  In  L953 I  had purchased a copy of  "The Slaf ter  Memor-

ial-" from an antigue book deaLer and began to think seriously about
geneal-ogy but didn't know how to start. Eventual-Ly I took several-
B.Y.U.  courses in  genealogicaL research and aLl -  the cLasses my s is ter ,
NeLLie Gamage, taught for many years. We both sdarched the avail-abl-e
pub!-ic records, but the most help in compil ing these records has been

through correspondence, farni ly records, pictures, and personal con-
t a c t .

"The coLLecting and 'verifying of these records has been an exhaust-
irg, expensive, and t ime consuming, but interesting hobby. f am most
gratefuL to a patient, generous husband. I have col- l-ected famiLy
photographs from my mother, Aunt VioLa, and Blanche (Siver) I IenrYr

which gave me valuable cl-ues for genealogical research. I have another
negative f i le of pictures I have taken and a col-I-ection of coLored
35  m.m.  s l i des  as  a  resuL t  o f  my  hobby .  "

In  Apr iJ .  o f  L953 SaviL la 's  th i rd  grandchi ld ,  Rochel -Le,  wEs born

and L ived onLy four  days.  Rochel le  was Dorothy 's  f i rs t  ch iLd and
SavilLa eased her heartache by writ ing a poem of comfort for Dorothy

and Broadie regard ing the l -oss of  th is  sweet  and beaut i fu l  baby.

Savi l la ,s  words again: r  "On November 7,  L954,  f f iY mother  d ier l  and

our sorrow was dimmed only a Lit, tLe because she no longer suffered.
It is truLy heartbreaking to see one who has been so sweet and gentle

and k ind to  everyone spendthei r  last  years in  confus ion and pain and

mise ry .

"Just before Easter, L955, I went to work again at City Photo
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Service for one year. The fol lowing spring we took a tr ip to Canada

and the scenes ofmy husband's  ch i ldhood in  a convent  on Vancouver
IsLand.  I  had bought  an Argus C4 and pro jeetor  whi le  work ing.
Tn Oregon w,e bor:ght an Ansco reflex. I  real- l-y had a wonderful t ime
sight -seeing and snapping p ic tures.

" In  August ,  L956,  my husband was t ransferred to  Van Nuys,  CaLi f -

ornia and we bought a small home one bl-ock from work and three blocks
from the Van Nuys Stake Center. While there I continued my genealog-

ica l -  research.  "

They wetre happy to be abLe to move back to Long Baach a year

l-ater because they had so much missed their famil-y and fr iends.
It was about this t ime that the Christmas tree decorating part ies

began (perhaps closer to L954) . Savil- l-a decided she was not going

to put up a Christmas tree because she no Longer had children I- iving
at home. Dorothy took a dim view of that, and together with Wilbur,
p lanned a par ty  in  which the two famiL ies arr ived at  the WaLton 's

door ,  t ree in  hand,  and s ing ing Chr is tmas caro ls .  I t  proved to be
such a r, 'ronderfuL evening that i t  became a tradit ion. Savil la con-
chl 'ded each evening by having each-grandchild choose a favorite
t ree decorat ion,  to  keep.  Even today,  a t  each Chr is tmast ime,  those
ornaments remind of those pLeasant evenings together at Grandma and
Grandpa Wal ton '  s  house.

Savi lLa speaking again,  "T a l -ways seemed to have one heaLth
probLem af ter  another  and about  th is  t ime d i f f icuLty  I 'd  had wi th  my
foot  f lared in to ar thr i t is  and wi th  other  phys ica l  d i f f icu l t ies,  I

was frequentl-y l imited in my ac'bivit ies both in ReLief Soeiety and
sOcia l -  l i fe ,  fn  March (of  L957,  I  th ink) ,  I  had surgery at  Corona
NavaL Hospi ta l - ,  and again major  surgery there in  June.  Everyone was
so kind to me. f know I was truLy blessed when Brotler Norman and
Brother Arnol-d administe,red to me. It  took Longer than I expected to

compl-etely recover but I 've had much Lo strengthen my testimony."

Quote from June g, L964 letter to Janice, "Two years ago Dorothy

and Broadie went to Apia, Western Samoa, where he is Superintendent

of buil-dings and grounds and in charge of the Boy Scout program in
that new nation. His most recent Church assignment, I  think, was

stake pres ident  o f  the Elders '  Quorum. I  rea l ly  canr t  keep up wi th

what they are doing. There are so few members from the United States

that they have to double up on jobs, but they say it  has been the

most wonderful- experienee in their l ives. Dorothy teaches the Rel-ief

Society l- i terature lessons, the Stars in Primary, and the f ive-year-

ol-ds in Sunday School-. one t ime she had to f i l l  in teaching school

to f inish the sememster when a teacher returned to the States before

school was out. Their assignrnent wil l  expire in october and we wil l-

be glad to weLcome them home. I sueJ-y hrve missed them. We wetre a

cLose, compatible group who got together frequently."
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Letters are the best source of information we have about Sav-
i l - I -a 's  L i fe  in  the 60 's .  I 'or tunate l -y  she kept  copies of  most  o f
the Letters she wrote to Dorothy and Broadie while they were in
Samoa .

Sav i l l a ' s  l ong  he ld  d ream was  rea l i zed  when  Jay  was  bap t i zed .
Tn a le t ter  to  brother  Don,  she sa id,  " I  th ink r  to l -d  you Jay was
baptized a Mormon in November, L962 and was made an ELder last Jan-
uary.  Through a l - l  o f  the d i f f icu l t ies of fUfre last  year  the Lord has
sure l -y  b lessed us.  We ean a lways look at  a  s i tuat io*n:eet ive ly
and see that  eer ta in  th ings are just  a  par t  o f  morta l  l i fe  and could
be so rnuch worse i f  i t  were not  for  the b less ings we receive."

In  L962,  when Andrea,  the f i rs t  grandchi ld ,  turned twelve,
Savi l la  and Jay s tar ted a t rad i t ion that  they hoped to carry  out
wi th  a l l -  o f  the i r  grandchi l -dren.  We do not  have an account  of  the
f i rs t  one,  but  a  le t ter  te l l -s  o f  the pLans for  Randy 's .  "We wi l l
br ing Rand home because he was 12 years o1-d Monday.  Saturday wi l l
be h is  own specia l -  day wi th  Grandpa and Grandma Wal ton.  That  means
a  new su i t  as  he ' l - L  be  pass ing  the  Sac ramen t  a f te r  he  i s  o rda ined ,
and maybe new shoes.  Depends on what  we have to  pay for  a  su i t .
Then Lunch at  a  cafeter ia  anyth ihg he wants and of f  to  Mar ine-
land.  We want  to  heLp make i t  specia l  for  the ch i ldren when they
enter  Mutual -  or  for  the boys,  when they are ordained Deaeons,  Im.-
portant days in their Lives to aLways remember. We try to make it
a  specia l  present  of  cLoth ing such as they wiL l  wear  to  Chureh.
We're happy to heLp them remember i t  and in a loving way impress on
them the saeredness of  the ord inances they receive,  or  s tep up in
Church act iv i ty  a t  age twel -ve."

In  a le t ter  dated October  3,  1963,  Savi l l -a  sa id,  "You wi l l  know
by now that  Bel -Le is  suf fer ing no more f rom her  fa ta l -  iL lness.  She
was rat ionaL and unusual - l -y  a l -er t  and wel l  o f  mind to  the last  day.
She was unusuall-y cooperative and compl-ained very l i t t le, the head
nurse toLd us.  We took Thedie back to  the cemetary Later ,  the day
of the funeraL, and took pictures of the grave and the view from
all directions. We had bought undeveloped property in the new sec-
t ion,  but  a lJ-  4  grave s i tes were t ransferred to  the Vis ta sect ion.
There is  a  beaut i fu l  f - i t tLe chapel  nearby and by having a smal l ,
virtual l-y private funeraL we could sit  out in the lovely chapel in
f ront  o f  the speaker ,  instead of  us ing the fami ly  room. f  am more
convinced than ever  that  that  is  my desi re for  e i ther  Jay or  mysel f
when we pass on.  I  am much opposed to us ing the L.D.S,  Chapel  for
funera ls .  I t  is  a  p lace of  worship for  the l iv ing.  Besides,  fun-
era ls  are real ly  for  the fami l -y  and c lose f , r iends,  l ike b i r th ,  or
mar r i age  - -  sac red  to  those  conce rned . "

From 6 November, l-963 "Donna & WiLbur are so busy and last
year was such a f lop that ure are not having the Tree Decorating
Party, We wil l  try to get together one evening here for fun in the
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Hol - idays.  f  th ink they inv i ted us for  Chr is tmas d inner i  I 'm sure
they did. We may never have the tree party unless you waht i t  when
you come home, ft  was no fun without you. We sat around after get-
t ing of f  to  a bad star t  by the t ree not  be ing 'up and Jay c 'u t t ing i t
too short for the holder. Finally i t  \^ras up and we threw on a few
l ights  and decorat ions,  t r ied to  s ing caro ls  no one was in  the
mood - - i - rnade a tape which d id not  go r ight  and f ina l ly  eat ing the
refreshments -- missing you al-L. (We remember that too. We arrived
alL dressed up and exc i ted,  deterut ined to  make the best  o f  i t  even
though we knew we woul-d miss the Jones family badLy. Our feel ings
were hur t  when noth ing,  absolute ly  noth ing was ready.  I t  was as
though i t  wasn ' t  t ror th  the ef for t  wi thout  Dorothy and fami ly .  A
year  la ter ,  wi th  the Joneses st i lL  gone - -  we had no hear t  to  t ry  i t
a g a i n .  D B )

Ear ly  in  Februar l r  L964,  Jay had a hear t  a t tack.  There seems
to be no aeeount  of  the immediate happening,  but  severa l  le t ters
g ive in format ion concern ing i t .

Teb .  L2 ,  L964 :  " Jus t  a  l e t t e r  i n  has te  today  to  te l l  you  Jay
is  get t ing a long wel l .  He is  a  L i t t le  unhappy to  have the Doc make
him put the bed no higher than 12" and no piLlow at al- l- bunched up
under  h is  head so he could see T.V.  wi th  h is  b i - focaLs.  I Ie  seemed
cheer fu l  th is  morn ing so T guess he has adjusted to  i t .  I Ie  has had
no pain,  he says,  s ince the morning af ter  the at tack but  the Doc sa id
that  makes no d i f ference.  I t  is  impossib le  to  te l l  how rnuch damage is
done unt iL  la ter .  He was not  in  shock and was walk ing around unt i l
he went  in to the hospi ta l  so I  fee l  i t  w i l l  not  be very bad.  I  am
going to  take h is  specks out  to  the Base to le t  them see what  they
read and they wi l l  make h im a pai r  o f  d is tance gLasses f ree - -  ra ther
tha t  i s  one  o f  t he  f r i nge  bene f i t s  he  hae  ea rned . "

Eeb.  20,  L964"  "Jay had a complete phys icaL exam last  month
because I  fe l t  someth ing was wrong.  He was so t i red look ing and feLI
as leep everyt ime he sat  down.  The Doc sa id he had no hear t  t rouble
then so th is  was a surpr ise.  The doetor  expeets h im to eome home
next week and in 3 wegks be abl-e to go back to work. He isnt going
to Let  Jay rush i t ,  thank goodness.

Maxch  26 ,  L964 :  " f  t ook  Jay  to  the  Doc ' s  o f f i ce  th i s  l as t  Wed .
for the f irst t ime since he came home. He was feeling so good he
was sure he would be aLlowed much more act iv i ty  than before.  The
EKG shows a small amount of improvement but not enough to permit
much added act iv i ty .  He fee ls  good but  sa id he fe l - t  a  s tarboard l is t
when he was waLking while downtown. Yesterday I took him7to the hos-
pit,al for his blood test and it  showed the need to increase the Cou-
mar in ( for  the th inn ing of  the bLood)  by doubl ing iL  3 t imes a week.
Dr .  sa id at  least  two more weeks of  rest .  He can be up between meals ,
f lat after he eats for a half or one hour but no working. IIe can ride
for  15 mi l -es.  I  can see he looks t i red.



fin- tte tu**L
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Apr i l  9 ,  1964  " I ,  Jay ,  came f rom the  hosp i taL  Feb .  28 th  and
have been up and around for the past few weeks except for a prone
hal f  hour  af ter  meals .  Yesterday I  went  to  the doctor  who said the
prognosis  at  f i rs t  o f  three weeks in  the hospi ta l -  and af ter  three
weeks at  home I 'd  probably  'go 

back to  work was just  a  sof t  approach
to a man in  the midst  o f  a  hear t ,  a t tack.  He said yesterday i t  would
be another month before I coul-d possibly go back to work. I  feel
good,  eat  welL,  have gained about  1-0 lbs. ,  look ( they te l l -  me)  ten
years younger, but as to whether I am going to be abLe to go back
to my former work remains to be seen.

June 9,  L964 '  "Yesterday f  went  to  the doctor  and was g iven a
wr i t ten re l -ease to  go back to  work wi th  no rest r ic t ions.  Now I  must
pass the doetor  at  Nor th Amer ican before I  Can actual - ly  re turn to
work.  That  wi l l  be done th is  week,because my medica l  l -eave expi res
June 15th.  The EKGrs showed the b lood c lo t  which my medico says is
a permanent  th ing.  f ,  however ,  fee l  no i l l  e f fects  at  th is  moment ,
nor  have T at  any t ime s ince r  entered the hospi ta l - .  N9 pains at
a l - l - ,  ever .  I  must  cont inue medicat ion for  bLood th inn ing and pro-
thrombin tests  per iod ica l ly  to  check progress,  but  a l - l  in  aLL l
t h ink  I 'm  a  ve ry  l ucky  man . "

Ju l v  B ,  1964 :  " I  don ' t  know 
jwhe the r  

I  have  wr i t t en  you  s ince
nfune 15,  but  i f  so I 'L I  repeat  thaL I  went  to  work on the L5th day
of ' fune and am now hal-f way thru my fourth work week since the fate-
fu1- day. Counting it  out, I  found that I had been off work for four
months and e ight  days.  Qui te  a vacat ion l  Hope my next  one isn ' t
due  to  such  a  d ras t i c  cause .  I  am ve ry  we I l ,  i ndeed ,  and  am hav ing
no t roubl -e keeping"-up wi th  th{herd."

Jay ' s  i L lness  was ,  o f  eou rse ,  a  ha rdsh ip  on  Sav iL Ia  a l so  as  she
had everyth ing to  handle hersel f .  Doing a l l  the dr iv ing was a respon-
s ib i l i ty  she d id not  re l ish and she sa id at  one poinL that  Jay was
going grey from the experience of her being always at the wheel. But
by Ju ly  the i r  l ives had begun to get  back to  normal- .

, Iu l -v  9,  1964:  "Surpr ise l  Donna and I  are tak ing swimming lessons
at Noruralk Park. Much fun but Ohl Our painful sunburn and aching,
long unused muscles| r go earLy and we are making oursel-ves some
much needed dresses.  I  can tur t le  f loat ,  je1- I -y  f ish f loat  and come
out of i t  without a spI-ash. If  I  get to f l-oundering in my efforts to
swim -- I  just go into a turt l-e f loat and up I eome smooth and con-
f ident .  Hi ,  Hi  and another  HI I  When I  was k ick ing wi th  a paddle
board I  went  backwards - - - - - the inst ructor  sa id she d idn ' t  know how---1"

'June 18, 1964: "The MOST WONDERFUL THING happened this weekl
Daddy Jay received a package from Western Samoa and wher{he opened it
there were pictures of our four precious grandchildren -- you look
so far  away:  f  know i t  is  God's  wi lL  and you are doing a nobLe work,
but  you '11 never  know howmuch we've missed you.  You,  my son and
daughter, know how much you love your chi l-dren but you have yet to
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know what i t  means to have them grow up, rTr?rr1lr hnd have babies.
Those ch i ldren are just  as dear  as your  own are but  you must  not  say
the wrong word or usurp any of the parent's privi l-eges -- because
these ehi ldren God has g iven to  them to gaise.  You,  as grandparents,
have been over the same road and don't know aLl- the answers but you
are wise enough to know you do know a few of the answers. So you
must stand by and si1-entl-y see if  your ehiLdren can do a better job
of  ra is ing the i r  l i t t le  ones than you d id.  You must  not  spoiL them,
not because of the parents along but because the ei l-d wiLL onl-y suf-
fer l-ater in l i fe. Sometimes you l-ove them so much your heart wil-L
aLmost burst and sometimes you woul-d l- ike to lovingly but f irmLy turn
them up (and the i r  parents too l )  and paddl -e the i r  pants.  1 [hen sud-
denly they are thousands of miLes away and tf, ime goes on. You know
they are growing up and you wonder what they look l ike??? You'd love
to put your arms around them. Then comes the best gift  of al l- --
pictuTes ! YOU WILL NEVER KNOW WTTAT .]OY THEY BROUGHT UNTIL YOU ARE IN
THE SAME OLD BOATI THANK YOUT

The t ime f inal ly passed and the Jones famiLy was due to eome
home. The !-etter writ ten Oetober 8, 1964 reveals the foLlowing
"The cLoset ,  chest ,  e tc .  in  the middle bedroorn is  empty for  you to
use .  We p lan  to  s leep  a t  C l -a renee ' s  and  Wanda 's .  You  w i l L  have  ou r
room without the drawers and closet. The foLda bed in front bedroom
s leeps  two  b ig  g i r l - s ,  m idd l -e  s1 -eeps  2  sma l l  g i rLs ,  B .J .  and  D .D .  and
Son  in  back  B .R .  and  excess  gea r  i n  $a rage .  O .K?  You '11  fee l -  t he
di f ference in  cL imate.  I ' lL  come down when Wanda goes to  school  and
the men go to  work.  We'J- l -  go out  there to  sLeep.  'Jayrs s leep won' t
be disturbed, you wil- l-  be alone with your'famil-y at night and when
you get your house back and ready -- good. We wil l  meet you and
probabl-y Wil-bur and Donna too. If  not we can drive both our cars
to the airport -- the Rambler and the VauxhaLL. WiLl cash checks as
requested. I have not found f igures on things I sent. Twixt ,Jean,
BeL le ,  and , Iay ' s  i l Lness  I  have  done  my  bes t  and  i t  somet imes  wasn ' t
good enough. Such is l i fe. We are happy to have each other and our
chiLdren and grandchi ldren and what  we do have.  This  is  such a f leet -
ing th ing - -  L i fe  on ear th.  Tomorrow you wiL l  be home. . . "  There is
a l -so a s l ip  of  paper  that  savs i t  conta ins the date and t ime of  the
Pan American Plane which brought Dorothy and famil-y back to U.S, from
Western Samoa. Actually no date is given. I lowever, they arrived at
c b t e  2 9  a t  7 : 2 O .

The reference to  "Jean"  is  another  reminder  of  the many k indnesses
Savi l la  gave to  others.  Jean was a daughter  of  Jay 's  eousin,  who was
also Savi l l -a 's  good f r iend.  When she was expect ing her  second chiLd
out of wedl-ock, Savil la and Jay opened their home to her and l i t t le
Cindy and l-ooked after them for six months growing, of course,
very at tached to Cindy f ln  the process,  Thei r  gr ie f  was considerabLe
when she d ied a few years l -a ter  as the resul t  o f  a  severe burn.

It was al-so about this t ime that Savil l-a returned to school- to
complete the reguirements for graduation from high school. She en-
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joyed very much being back in  the c lassroom. For tunate ly  she saved
some of  the or ig ina l -  composi t ions she wrote for  those e lasses.  They
give valuable and interesting information about her Life and I wil- l-
quote some here.

A GOOD EDUCATION
(wal ton,  Savi l - l -a  3/LO/65 7O3,  wed.  )

A good education is the key to s'ueeess. A dipl-oma wil-I  open the
door to a kretter occupation. The knowl-edge acguired wil-L buit-d self-
conf idence,  technica l  sk i lL  and apprec iat ion for  h igher  Learn ing.
The ear l ier  in  l - i fe  a good educat ion is  acqui red,  the greater  an in-
d iv iduaL's  chance for  success wi l l  be,  Many persons coul -d improve
their opportunit ies by going back to school after they are grrdn and
married. It  would hel-p the wage earner to merit a promotion or the
homemaker to be more creative, interesting and thrif ty. Time spent
in l-earning skiLL is l ike putt ing money in the bank.

BEST TIME OF LIFE
(Wa l ton ,  Sav i l - La  3 /29 /65  - -  Mon ,  9 '00 )

We frequentl-y hear this remark made and foLlowed by numerous
reasons why that  speei f ic  t ime was,  is ,  or  wi l - I  be,  to  the speaker ,
the best  t ime of  l i fe .  r t  is  good that  youth th inks of  i t  o f ten
as tomorrow,  next  year ,  the beolconing arch, 'o f  a  promis ing ra in-
bow. It  is good for the mature person to think of i t  as today --
a day to  dare to  do aLl  o f  the wor thwhi le  th ings matur i ty  recog-
n izes,  apprec iates,  eomprehends,  v isuaLizes,  and hopes to  aecom-
pl ish.  Tt  is  good for  aL l  o f  us to  apprec iate the ruminat ions of
those who are near ing the sunset  o f  l i fe ,  Some of  these people
found pots of  goLd at  the end of  the ra inbow, some are eagerLy,  zest -
fu l -J-y  s t i l -L  s t r iv ing on to  new hor izons,  and some,  d isaLlus ioned,
have given up.

SAVING BY SEWING

(There are two scratch copies of  th is  - -  perhaps i t  was never  f in-
ished and handed in .  But  i t  conta ins Savi l -La 's  thoughts and I
w i l l  do  the  bes t  I  can  w i th  i t .  I t  i s  da ted  March  29 ,  1965 . )

More saving by sewing in the home should be done. The family
income seldom increases to meet the g;viwLng needs. Money saved by
sewing is a doubl-e Saving because it  can lessen expenditures and
is not taxablel Val-uabl-e ski l ls are Learned and taught, by uti l izing
discarded ar t ic les and new mater ia l -s .  WLr i le  i t  w i l l  cLothe the fam-
i ly Less expensively, the savings are not l- imited to making wearing
appare l .

Chil-dren's pLay clothes and costumes can be made frorn out-grown
or part iaLLy wcrrn garments or from curtains, tablecloths and bedding.
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Pil low cases afe quickly made from the good outside str ips of ol-d
sheets.  Wash c l -o ths,  b ibs,  bedroom s l ippers,  pot  ho lders,  d ish tow-
els ,  sofa p iL1-ows,  buf fe t  or  pat io  napkins,  deeorat ive and usefu l -  net
d ish or  bath scrubbers,  cur ta ins,  personaL smaLl-  I -aundry bags,  qu i l - ts
and bedspreads are some of the many items that can actuaLl-y be made
from discarded c lo th ing,  turk ish towel ing,  sheets,  tab lecLot ,hs,  for -
mal-  evoning gowns,  b l -ankets,  net  pet t icoats ,  and draper ies.  The L is t
is  as endLess as necessi ty ,  imaginat ion,  and desi re are present .
These sel-dom require spending more than a few cents for thread or
patterns and tr immings. It  is a pleasure to discover what you can
possess for  a  t r i f l ing cost  and two wi l - l - ing hands wi th  se issors,
needles and thread.

One Christmas we made adorabl-e toys -- poodLe dogs frorn a
black,  machine l -aundered '0oat  and a Lamb f rom a p ink ch inehi l la
coat .  I  a lmost  hated to  par t  wi th  them.

CHILDREN ARE DEI-,IGHTFUL
(4 /s /65)

Chi ldren are an endLess souree of  de l ight  to  me.  Thei r  astute
observat ions,  candid remarks,  and amazing v i ta l i ty  are usual ly  under-
est imated by the i r  parents.

l fhen my son, Wil-bur, was a chiLd he frequentl-y voLunteered for
ext ra-curr icu lar  act iv i t ies,  an admirabLe t ra i t  but  we moved f re-
quentLy to fol-Iow the Navy ship to which my husband was assigned,
at our own expense. Just before payday while in Miami, WiLbur came
home from school and asked for money to go with a group to the locaL
weather  bureau.

"You would vo l -unteerr"  I  exploded,  " i f  i t  takes my 1-ast  doLlar
of  bread moneyl  Here,  take i t ! "

The next afternoon he eame home from school- and happily handed
me the dol lar  b i l - l .  "My teacher  sa id she d idnr t  want  anyone going
wi thout  bread!"  He expla ined that  she,  therefore,  pa id h is  way.  I
aI-most dropped dead then but have I-aughed many t imes since.

My grandson, Larry Wilbur, saw mud hens diving for food at the
Lake and exc la imed,  "Look at  those s i l ly  sh ickens (s ic)  t ry ing to
drown themselves!"

Chr is t ine,  my daughter 's  l i t t le  g i r l - ,  l -oved to  hold a book and
jabber  before she could ta l -k ,  mr:eh less read.  My husband was en-
tranced and patiently l istened. II is training in communications en-
abled him to pick up a definite rhythm and inf l-eation in her attempt
to read. We were aLl- amazed when he discovered she was repeating,
"Send  a  do l l - a r ,  send  a  do l l a r , "  t ha t  sounded  L i ke  " sed  a  do l l a ,  sed  a

do l1a . "  She  had  hea rd  i t  on  the  rad io .



- 2 9 -

r coul-d continue with my experience in-the Bon Marche, when an
innocent (?) l i t t le boy in front of me, swatted an elderly mairbnance
man who was poLish ing brass t r im near  the f l -oor .  I  was carry ing an
urrlcre{1.{t;  I t  rains frequently in New orleans. That is as high as the
gen't leman couLd see unti l  he looked up into my surprised eyes I

Chi l -dren are del - ight fu l l

ivnr F'UTURE FOR TIIE NEXT TWENTY YEARS
rc/L6/6s)

f have given serious thought to my future during the next twenty
years.  f  reaLized the goals  I  had made were obsol -ete.  Sorne th ings
that $7ere important to me twenty years Ego, such as raising and ed-
ucating my chil-dren, buying a horne and helping my children to become
successfu l  in  the i r  marr ied l ives,  were f in ished.

I had worked whil-e my husband went to schooL. Now, he is es-
tabl- ished with a secure future. However, my desires for more educa.-
t ion have been often pr-rt aside. It  is too l-ate to become a schooL
teacher ,  therefore"  new goal -s  must  be set .

I have t ime and alci l i ty to Learn, perhaps malce it  profibable
f lnanciaLly ,  'w i th  new goal -s ,  r  wiL l  be a more in terest ing person,
as a wife, with new interests" I may delve into nevr avenues that
wilL attract part icipation from my husband.

we have our home armost paid for but need to reprace a few
furnishings before my husband retires. We have onLy seven years.
Purchase a new car .

rn  the next  twenty years r  want  to  acqui re an A.A.  degree.  r
hope we can be seal -ed in  the L.A.  Templ-e of  the Lat ter -day Saints
Church. I want to learn the technigues of writ ing for an emotional
out le t ,  fun and perhaps prof i t .  r  want  to  take eare of  my heal th
to remain mentar ly  and phys ica l l -y  act ive.  Last  but  not  l -east ,  r
want  to  s t r ive for  independenee as an ind iv id 'ua l .

In these efforts I hope to reach retirement renewed infsnir i t
w i th  someth ing to  of fer  o f  mysel - f  to  my husband,  fami ly ,  and soc iety ,
that  is  o f  va lue.  I  hope to be prepared to  share my t ime,  to  t ravel
when we ret i re  and aI -ways, ' to  be too busy to  need a rock ing chai r  as
long as f  l ive.

There are two more, which can be copied as she left them, p1-us
th is  l i t t le  ob.servat ion that  was wr i t ten on May 17,  Lg6S-"  -

"One Saturday in Apri l  my husband and I took a fr iend back to
the depart ing LurLine and then we drove overEhe Vincent Thomas Bridge.
As we crossed th is  span of  magni f icent  engineer i rg ,  the large ocean l i -
ner vlas approaching at about f ive knots.

c vril,w'A 4 pa.y* ,+
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Wal ton ,  Sav i l l a
727 M 9|OO
May 17,  1965

PROMENADE OF A SOUARE DANCE DRESS

I had a humble beginning and who would have guessed that I,  fashioned from six
yards of pninted percalee o scrap of French organdy and eighteen yards of black bias
tapen would travel so far or bring Joy to so rnany people? Many of my contemporariest
more beautlful and expensive than I, were dlscarded long ago, I am happy to share
my promenade through l i fe with you.

I was conceived ln the mind of an enthusiastlc Lazy Eight CIub member for the
Fi f th  Annual  Promenade of  the South Coast  Associat ion of  Square Dance Clubs ln  I951.
What  I  lacked in  qual i ty  was made up in  quant i ty  as the vo luminous sk i r t  was sk l l l -
fu l ly  put  together .  The prov inc ia l  pr in t  o f  t iny whi te  hear ts  out l ined ln  b lack on
the blue cotton material,  was a symbol of the love two happy people shared and I
adopted i t  as my personal l ty  image.  I  d idn ' t  need the f lu f fy  pet t icoat  she wore to
make me bouffant. By the night of the promenade I was eagerly await ing my debut.
I had heard Her and Him talking and I knew I coulC twir l  with the best of them and
form a star as high as she could reach. I proved myse).f that wonderful night at the
Long Beach Auditorium and expected my l i fe would be one of gay episodes with periods
of absolute rest between.

Imagine my surpr ise af ter  f lve fa i th fu l  years of  serv ice,  to  hear  Her  say she
would have to give up square danctng and I was to be given to her adorable qrand-
chi Id .  No more par t ies or  Promenades? How horr ib le l  lX i th  a v ivac ious f lour ish she
presented Me to the Litt le Lady the next rveek. She was a beautiful chl ld only eight
years old. Her long, curly hair was tousledr and her cheeks pink after she had suc-
cessfu l ) .y  s t rugqled to  dress up in  Me.  My sk i r t  fe t l  aL l  over  the f loor .  L i t t te
Lady could not posslbl.y dance ln Mel Before I could be downcast she swept Me up in
her arms with a f lourish and exclaimedr "Oh, Grandmal I love it ' ." Dancing about,
she promisedr  " I f  you ever  want  l t  back,  you can have i t .  I ' t r I  be ever  so carefu}
with i t ." I  travelled to the Land of Make Believe many, many t imes with the Lttt le
Lady and her fr iende. I had my picture taken more t imes than I did when I was wit,h
Her.

One morning I  was surpr ised to  f ind mysel f  swish ing fur ious ly  ln  hotp soapy suds
and heard Her tel l ing someone that I was going to an International Program at the
church. With my coloringe a good starching and lroning and the addit ion of a r,vhite
cap and apron, T would serve very well as a Dutch costume. ft  was a lovely, inform-
at lve evening.  There were f lags of  a l l  nat ions,  co lored s l ldes proJect ,ed on a large
screen and several people spoke about the importance of loving our fel low men.

As might be expected after such a thorough renovatingr I was folCed neatly and
put  in  a box in  the at t ic  because L i t t le  Lady no longer  p layed Make Bel ieve.  A few
years later I recognized her volce immediately when she asked, "Grandma, may I have
that square dance dress to wear to the Pioneer Day celebratlon?* Liberated once
again to f i l l  an asslgnmentl I  was almost a perfect fLt for Litt le Lady after a
generous tuck under a ruff le, We had so much funl Almost l ike old t imes when we
were square dancing.

However, I  knew it would be back in the box for Me. I lay there for ages, i t
seemede and then I could scarcely believe what was happening to Me. An exclted,
Iaughing boy about twelve years oldn was pull ing and tugging to put Me on. Shocked
as I wasr I held myself together and was soon off to a l lal loween party. I  was mas-
querading L i t t le  Lady 's  brother  as a g i r l l  t r  was qui te  ef f ic lent  ln  th ls  new as-
slgnment and we had a "ball* (t trat is not the same as a Promenade or Dance).

By thls t ime I was accustomed to my routine of odd assignments and then rest in
the at t lc .  I  en joyed the var ie ty  of  exper iences,  the in terest ing people I  met ,  and
wondered what would be next. I  hoped lt  would not be l lke the t ime I travelled to
Seat t le  to  the Wor ldts  Fai r  and was never  taken out  o f  the box.  I  heard Her  te lL
f r iends they had spent  a week at  V ic tor la ,  B.C.

The next t ime they put Me in the att ic my box was beside others labeled "Bazaar".
Boxes frorn this stack were removed and replaCed and added upon. As t ime passed the
act iv i ty  increased as i f  there were a deadl ine to  meet .  F ina lJ .yra l l  the boxes were
brought down and my box was the f irst one opened. I heard Her say, "I knew this



would do. The'Good Old Days', to me, meant square dancing. This wit l  carry out the
theme.' My spir i ts rose when I heard Her teltr ing a nelghbor about the entire year's
planning and work by the women for this event. To separate the dining and shopping
areas ln the Cul"tural Halll a large General $tore had been made wlth a slrnulated
facade, from large cardboard cartons. There would be men ln Firemenrs hats and red
flannel shirtE to serve the diners and a Barbershop Quartet would entertain. I was
no longer an ingenue and took lt  ln my str lder happy to be able to contrlbute in a
small way to the atrnosphere.

After the big ntght at the bazaar I was tossed, rumpled and l impl into a sack
and given to the l l t t le Ladyrs mother. $he left Me ln the den at the mercy of any
children who came to visit  that large, gregarlous family. $urely this was the end
of Mel I was the same age as Litt le Lady; f i f teen years old, and I had given cor-
siderable servlce I have not mentioned. I wasnrt faded or torn, but a certain mel-
Iowness pervaded my belng.

One day I heard l i t t le Ladyrs mother tal.king to Her on the tel.ephone. What's
th is? o. . .  f lve dance numbers l  . . . two g i r ls  to  dreEs,  . . .  three costunes for  each,
...  two chiffon dresses to make, ., .  an old, white dotted $wiss party frock to re-
Juvenatc by dyelng (dyinga dyeing?) r . .  r two square dance numbersl* My spir l ts
soaredl I  was a square dance dressr long and ful l t  surely I would be called to
swish and swirl  above danclng feet. I  waited patiently while three, not two, white
chiffon dresses were made for three glrls and magic had turned the dotted Swiss to
seafoam blue. My turn at Lastl,  Imaglne my dismay, Litt le Lady dtd not want Me and
chose a black and white check dress that Wae two years older than I. Soft brown
hands ctralmed ME and soon sclssors were snipping away at my sklrt,  cutt ing off slx
precious inches. I knew I was ruined and lay damp and enervated under the charglngp
hot iron. What pecadil to had contrlbuted to this f iasco? Was lt  becausc I f l i r ted
with that whir lwind? More l lkelyr i t  was the t ime I got caught ln the car door whcn
she locked the keys inside the carl Not glven to loquacity, I could only ruminatc
as the steam pouted forth and the px€ssurs was on.

Two hours Laterr ds I hung on the hanger near the door, I  real ized this was the
most important assignrnent of my career. I would be the square dance costume for
L i t t le  Lady 's  foster  s is ter r  a  young NavaJo Ind lan g i r l ,  I  w l l l  ca l l  Pr lncess.  We
wil l  part icipate in the FPortraits en Dange', the 1965 M.I.A. Area Dance Festival at
the Long Beach Auditorlum wherc I made my debut f l f teen years ago. This t irnel tooe
there wtll be twel.vc hundred dancers on the floor at thc aame tlme.

I am so glad to be what I am and have
piness to so many people. I wonder where

the pleasure and opportunity to bring hap-
I  wi l l  go f rom here? . . . to  co l lege,  maybe??

- Savll la Walton
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We hastened to f ind a good'vantage point  a long the western shore
and were rewarded wi th  one of  the most  beaut i fu l  s ights  I 've ever
seen.  I t  had stopped ra in ing,  the sun was sh in ing cumi : lus c louds
were dr i f t ing f rom the nor th bcross the deep b lue sky to  catch the
erest  o f  a  v iv id ly  coLored ra inbow. Even the water  was unusual ly
b lue and ca lm;  the r ippLing sr t r face ref lected the sunLight  in  s i lvery
shee ts .

I Longed for my camera to capture the entire scene as the Lur-
l ine passed under  th is  immense suspension lcr idge.  I  fe l t  ins ign i f icant
yet upli f ted, tss I real ized rtre are l inked to the rest of the worl-d e-
ven as th is  network of  s teeL and conr : rete has uni ted the harbor  c i t ies.

The bridge and ship, in contrast, to the surrounding water and
land,  wi th  the c louds and ra inbow over  a l - l ,  was indeed a most  beaut i -
ful and moving picture. T know f have found a place I wil- l-  return to
many t imes.  The seLt ing is  such,  I  v , r i l I  a lways f ind,  f  ,m sure,  dr r
ever  changing p ic ture of  beauty and in terest . "

Savi l la  rea l l -zed two of  her  longt ime dreams in  the summer of
19 '65.  She graduated f rom the Long Beach Evening High School  in  May
and received her  Temp1e endorarments and was sealed to ,Jay and to  her
parents in  Ju ly .  Dorothy was a lso sealed to  Savi l la  and Jay at  that
t ime,  whi le  Wi lbur  wai ted unt i l  November of  L973,  largely  because of
remain ing hear taches f rom his  parent 's  d ivorce and the d i f f icu l ty  o f
thus seemingly rejecting his father. However, there never was any
doubt  that  h is  s t rongest  a l leg iance was to  h is  mother .  She never  d id
pressure h im to make a decis ion on th is  and could therefore iust  re-
jo ice when he chose th is  s tep,

November of  1965 marked the Si lver  Anniversary for  Savi l la  and
Jay.  She ins is ted she d id not  want  any b ig ce lebrat ion,  sueh as the
one she and Nel l ie  had been s, r  he lpfu l  in  p lanning and organiz ing for
Donna's  parents.  But  i t  seemed too speeia l  an occasion not  to  mark
i t  in  some speeia l  way.  Wi lbur 's  an<l  Dorothy 's  famiL ies p lanned a
par ty  to  be held at  the Jones home i r :  Los Al tos,  Cal i forn ia,  and
attended only by family m,embers and :fr iend, Lucil le Larse. The grand,-
ch i ldren par t ic ipated 'wi th  song and < lance and stor ies,  the scr ip ts  of
which cannot be c'urrently found, Lf indeed they were saved. However,
the narrat ion,  which I  be l ieve was tape-recorded by Wi lbur ,  was as
fo l lows ( i t  seems that  Jay and Savi l la  were g iven the tape and perhaps
J a y  s t i l l  h a s  i t ) :

-IN,BTBUIE

We've gathered here this evening to pay loving tr ibute to two
very specia l  people who have now rnarked 25 years of  marr ied l i fe .
The romance has nover  gone f rom thei r  re la t ionship and the i rs  has
been a love that  has surv ived good t : imes and bad,  s ince that  day in
L94O 'ruhen they took itheir vows.

There have been many rough roads a long the way.  Right  a t  the
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beginning there were the hardships of the 2nd Wo:dC War with the new
husband and father having to be away much of the t ime defending our
country.

fn an effort to be together as much as possibLe the famil-y
folLowed him around the country -- to New York, New London, Miami,
and New Or leans.  The per iods of  be ing together  made aLL the d i f f icu l -
t ies worthwhiLe and the travels gave the chil-dren an education that
they couLd not have gained any other way.

Things were not f inancialLy easy during this t ime but the famil-y
was happy and they found great enjolzment in such simpLe things as
taking long bus rides and walking many bLoeks to the cheapest movies.

Except for the periods of separation, the rnemories of those
years are happy ones because they had learned the searet of enj,oying
one another to the ful lest during their t imes together.

This being a normal home, with chiLdren, i t  cannot be denied
that there were moments when the war was not alL aloroad, but also
at  home.

(Danny and Laur ie)

But Love, of course, prevailed. Al-ways the romantic, the young
saiLor husband charmed his bride with the tender songs he sang to her
to the accompaniment of his ukelele. When he sang to her he was
totalJ.y irresistabLe -- and he knew it -- and many a tense moment was
soothed as he serenaded his true Love and pl-aced the stars Dnce again
in her  eyes.

Through h im,  the ch i ldren too,  ga ined a greater  apprec iat ion of
music and singing. one of the songs they best remernlcer him singing
to them and wi th  them was "Play Mates."

(A11 grandchi ldren s ing"Playmates"  )

During the lonely t imes when they were, of necessity, separated,
they devised many means of keeping their love intact and growing, and
meaningfuL le t ters ,  poems,  tnd g i f ts  passed between them.

The memory of  h im s ing ing th is  l i t t l -e  song to her  susta ined her
on the days the nai lman passed r ight  by.

(Danny and Larry  do song)

While he brought music and laughter into her l i fe, she brought
into his the security and contentment of .a homelife he had not exper-
ienced before. Truly the characters and taLents of these two compl-e-
mented each other and together they were one compl-ete and happy whole.

Her talent for sewing and gett ing the rnost mil-eage from evary



- 3 2 -

doLlar  he lped the fami ly  through the many d i f f icu l t  t imes"

When' , the one she loved most  in  a l l  the worLd was aboard sh ip
in  the midst  o f  the great  wa:r ,  she a lways had a prayer  in  her  hear t
for  h is  safetv .

(Andrea singing "Whispering }trope" )

And we aLl  re jo ice that  her  prayers were answered.

ft is a great talent to be abl_e to Laugh at yoursel_f. The mem-
bers of this family had this talent and their many funny experiences
are often; repeated -- much to the enjoyment of us alt.  Remember this
one?

(Larry  and Janae - -  "Get t ing Lost" )

The years passed. The war ended and the famil-y;moved to Los
Angeles where they took up a more normal_ l i fe.

More quickl-y than they l l iked to realize,the chiLdren were growing
up and their unity and l-ove :Eor each other were a great aid in solving
t 'he many probLems that arise in parenthood. Sometimes the chil-dren
had their own soLutions and brorryht much happiness to our honored
couple' An t"i[fl];;ine 

and Randy - abour rhe willy Niehrs)

Soon the family bought a home in Long Beach and real- ly began
to take root in a commr.rnity :Eor Lhe first time.

Al$eady - -  couLd the years rea l - ly  have passed so ouick ly?
t,hey were faced with the problems of teenaged children.

(Andrea end Danie l )

Tt 's  a  good th ing these parents had a goo,J sense of  humor to
carry them through. There were happy t imes when the mother and dau-
ghter sewed together and the father and srcn shared interests in
mechanics. And l-ess happy t jrmes when husband and wife shared concern
over the safety of their chi l ldren when they were out on dates.

Soon the chil-dren were married and they were faced with the task
of  ad just ing to  the changes { :h is  brought  about  in  the i r  l ives.  I t
was lonesome around the house and they decided to heed Arthur Murray's
suggestion to "Put a f. i t t le lEun" in their l- ives and tr ied dancing.

(Andrea and Rancly doing the Tango)

No,  No,  Not  the Tango (pause)  Yes,  the Square Dancel

(Andrea and Randy sguare dancing)
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They were happy members of the "Lazy Eights" sq'uare dance group
and were a colorfuL sight irf , fre pretty han,i lmade dresses and shirts.

The chiLdren may have been married but they were st, i l I-  very
much a part oq,their l ives and they truly made the s'rn and daughter-
in-law feel a part of the farni ly. The occasions when the whole fam-
i1-y  met  together  gave great  p leasure to  a l - l .

One t rad i t ional  .  .  get - together  had a unique beginning.  Because
the ch i ldren were marr ied anr l  no longer  l iv ing at  home,  i t  was decided
one year  not  to  have a Chr is i tmas t ree,  but  instead to  decorate the
table and p lace the g i f ts  un<ler  i t .  The two chi l -dren got  together
and decided th is  was not  to  be.  They,  wi th  the i r  fami l ies,  and a
Christmas tree, arrived at the Walton home one December evening and
thus began the annual  Chr is tmas t ree par ty  so mueh enjoyed by one
a n d  a l l .

At a recent meeting between Wilbur and Dorothy the conversation
went  someth ing l ike th is '

(wilbur and Dorothy)

Both of  these dear  ones have suf fered considerable i l l  heal th
over  the years.  A lways they were a source of  comfor t  and st rength
and love to  each other  dur inr ;  the major  surger ies and other  af f l ic -
t ions that  have assai led thern both.  And through the years they have
also been a source of  comforL and st rength and love to  the i r  fami ly
and  f r i ends .

Whi le  at  f i rs t  they d id not  share the same re l ig ious fa i th ,  they
refused to let i t  be a source of contention between them. He support-
erj her in al l  her cal l ings irrfufre Church 'and orften w,ent along with

I
her  to  m,eet ings.

It was an answerto her p.rayers and a t im,e of great rejoiceng to
them both,  ds wel l  as to  the ch i ldren and grandchi ldren,  when he
joined the Church and subseguentLy took her to the Temple, thus seal-
ing the i r  love and uni ty  for  a l l  e tern i ty .

Each grandchi ld  there are 9 now,  has been a source of  great
joy to  them, and they in  turn have been a source of  great  joy to  the i r
grandchi ldren.  They never  : fa i l  to  remeni lcer  Lhei r  speaia l  occasions
and g ive ext ra at tent ion when they ' re  s ick - -  in  addi t ion to  the lov ing
at tent ion thev render  at  a lL  t imes.

All  of us here tonight .Love you both v€rfr very much, and want
you to know how gLad we are i that you found each other and that we
have you to  love.  You have a lways been,  and are,  the p i l ler  o f
s t rength in  our  l ives.  The ones we turn to  in  t imes of  t rouble and

]"V. '_  .MFy-God b less you both wi th  many 'more years of  happiness together
in  th is  l i fe  and an etern i ty  o f  joy together  in  the next . ' '

(Turn T ime over  to  Broadie)
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Pets continued to be important in[t. f" l ives of Savil- la and Jay.
Buddy was replaced wi th  a L i i l t le  b lack dog named Sheba which they
had for  many years.  Sheba especia l -1-y  loved i t  when the ch i ldren
came to visit  and 'when they were gett ing ready to leave w.ould beat
them to the door, 'hoping the1,r wouLd talce her with them, Savil la
a lso had canar ies for  severa. l  years and der ived much p leasure f rom
thei r  songs.  Af ter  sheba d ied they got  a  l - i t t le  whi te  toy poodle
named champ, short for champngne. champ did not prove to be very
heal thy but  they enjoyed h is  breed and soon af ter  he d ied had another
toy poodLe of  the co lor  and naTne of  Cocoa.

Sav i l l - a ' s  hea l th  p rob le rns  i nc reased  du r ing  the  60 ' s r  ds  a  few
guotes frorn her letters 'wil l  verify.

Jan .  17 .  19C3 :  " I  consu -LLed  a  spec ia l - i s t  and  s ta r t  t ak ing  tes ts
the 27Lh.  At  best  he promises only  50% re l ie f  f rom my headaches
from al lerg ic  causes.  He sal /s  the ser ious i l lnesses I  have had that
should have had better attention at the t ime, have contributed to
them and make them more d i f f :Lcul t  to  c 'ure.  Measles.  is  one."

ogt@E-ez. L963-: "Just take a bit of advice from Mama and don't
burn yoursel f  out  phys ica l ly  before your  age.  We can ' t  poss ib ly
do ar{trre things in the worl<l or in the Gospel we want to do in a
l i fe t ime.  Nei ther  can we take on a l l  the cares of  the wor ld  for too
long of  a  t ime.  God gave us today to  work and set  the sun in  the sky.
He knew we needed rest so He gave us a beautiful moon to l ight our
way for  oecasional  per iods o:F cer ta in  act iv i t ies but  most ly  rest .  We
have a whole l i fe  ahead of  us and i f  we are to  be product ive,  creat ive
and sel f  susta in ing,  w€ must  use wisdoml in  a l l  th3.ngs.  The Words of
Wisdom are more than just  abst inence f rbm tea,  cof fee,  a lcohol ,  and
tobacco .

" I  speak f rom exper ience,  knowing I  can ' t  l ive my l i fe  over .
The last  month r  have had serrera l  s ick spel ls .  The doctor  sa id i t
was from exhaustion and to reist, but where was there t ime or money?
Last  Wednesday I  had to  go back to  bed and Ehursday went  to  the Navy
Dispensary.  The doctor  orde: :ed an e lect roeard iograph,  b lood tests ,
etc .  I  am sure i t  w i lL  prove to  be funct ional  and not  anyth ing organ-
i ca l l y  w rong .  f 'm  j us t  t i r ed  ou t .  Th i s  has  been  a  ha rd  yea r  f o r  us
but  th ings are look ing up now,  I  th ink.  "

U1J-*7_-_L9_&-' I'Mommy has undergone physical exam from my Dr.
Johnson.  He has prescr ibed $ome k ind of  p i l ls  for  her  that  g ive her
a great  deal  o f  r€ ie f  f rom her  ever-present  backaches-  She a lso gets
considerable headache re l ie f  f rom another  type of  p i l l .  The pDor gal
wi l l  never  be what  one might  ca l l  s t rong,  though.  I t 's  just  a  th ing
wi th which she was born and rnust  l ive.  I 'se sorry  for  my Mommyl"  f ,R. t . / ,

Januaq,y_L0,J9_64:  " I  was sure I  needed' to  be tak ing hormones and
someth ing for ,  a  thyro id def ic iency,  as r  d id  prev ious ly .  He af f i rmed
that  r  neededboth badly  and probably  would for  the rest  o f  my l i fe .
I  ean ' t  seem L.o get  feeLing weLL and haven' t  gone out  much dur ing
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the hoI- idays.  When f  fee l  good and look decent  I  go.  Appearances
are deceiv ing.  I  look wel l  but  fee l -  lousy:  I 'm p lagued wi th  head-
aches the p i l -J-s  do not  a lways squelch.  Yesterday I  went  to  an b l ler -
g i s t .  "

A le t ter  to  her  cousin,  Janice,  in  June of  L964,  g ives some good
information about s,gaif lais--9hurch work. "My activity in the church
has been most ly  ReLief  SocieLy.  I  have been Home Management  teacher ,
Rel ie f  Society  Magazine Representat ive and Work-Day leader  in  the
ward.  f  was Stake Magazine Representat ive in  L961 and L962 and went
to eonference in  the fa l l  o f  1961 at  Sal t  Lake Ci ty .  I t  was one of
the b iggest  thr i l ls  o f  my l i fe .  I  had to  g ive up my stake job because
o f  i I I  hea l th .  Today  I  accep ted  the , j ob  o f  Work -day  l eader  i n  t he
Long Beach Four th Ward.  I  don ' t  knowr how I  can do a l l  I  am commit ted
for in genealogy orlt fre Covey l ine, f f iy own sewing and household tasks,
and accompl ish what  needs to  be done as a work leader ,  but  I  guess the
Lord wi l l  prov ide the way i f  f  work.  My ta lents  are best  su i ted to
the work department and our president badly needs someone with exper-
ience to  take the job.  There is  very l i t t le  f in ished w,ork in  the cup:
boards for  the upcoming bazaar ,  but  we are going to  t ry  'bo schedule
i t  for  the f i rs t  Saturdav in  December. "

Oc t .  8 - - !96 { :  t o  D -&  B  - -  "Yes ,  I  am up  to  my  eo rs  and  more  - -

in  work for  the Bazaar .  Your  Samoan f r iends and people could not  be

more ch i ld tsh and unreasonabl .e  to  work wi th  than some of  our  e lder ly
women.  There is  such an underreurrent  o f  fee l ings being of fended and

such .  "

!9q".--A-_L2q3. -- "I was clal l-ed to teach the genealogy class whil-e
Bel le  was i l I  and I  was not  ure l l "  I  do not  fee l  T have had the suppor t

from the Bishopric I should Lrave had and the publicity i t  was supposed

have had to get  i t  o f f  to  a good star t .  f 've knocked mysel f  out  to

g ive a good lesson,  wi th  v isuat  a ids at  my own cost  - -  and i t  has been

a  f l op . . . .  I  have  had  so  much  on  my  m ind  to  do  bes ides  the  c lass .  Re-

sul t :  I  have had repeated at tacks of  headaches - -  prescr ip t ion p i l ls

abou t  $2O.OO a  mon th  and  s t i l - l  wak ing  up  a t  3  -  4  A .M.  w i th  a  bad

headache. I got no good fronr the Navy Bsse doctors. These folks

thaL want  soc ia l ized medic ine i  so bad won' t  l ike i t  so wbl l  when they

s i t  in  a c l in ic  for  hours an<l  then seeing a new doctor ,  who couldn ' t

care less,  Ca$ t ime they need to go.  So to  f in ish i t  o f f  - -  I  went

to Bishop Norman's  home Sunday evening and to ld  h im how I  feLt  about

the emphasis on the new fi le system, i ts merits and doubts about i t

even being endorsed by the genealogical committee in i ts entire out-

I ine as taught b,y Bea Robbins, ff iy own physical condit ion, and asked

to be reLeased.  T d id not  fee l  wel l  enough to take i t  to  begin wi th

and toLd h im so,  and now he sa id I  had proven i t  to  h im.  "

f nc luded  i n  a l l  o f  he r  anx ie t i es  was  Sav i l l a ' s  cons tan t  conce rn

for  the happiness of  her  s is '1Ler ,  Nel l ie ,  ES ev idenced by th is  le t ter

of  October  B,  L964
" I t  would take too long to  br ing you uP ' to  date on my act iv i t ies '
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I am up to my ears and MORE :ln bazaar work. Our ward has changed and
we have many young marrieds and many more older women from GoLd Star
Iitomes (part of oLd Truman ge'yd). NeLLie felt she was not wanted so
I made her my hand-craft cha:lrman. Nel-l"ie is in poor heal"th, overl.y
generous, spper-sensitive, a:rtietic, 'dexterious with; her hands, bur-
dened with financial problems (aE always), affectionate, sweet., f iLLed
with ideas (some impractibLe) she has neither time nor health to
execute, needing to have pra:lse and love beyond nomal, worried (as
al-ways) by the probLems of her chiLdren and their chiLdren ---- and
she is EimiLar to others. I|b drains me dry. I have made two trips
with,'her to Temple city to srae and buy for Re1ief $ociety, two trips
last month to tr4oskateLs and l5 Fridays to r,vork at the Geneal-ogical-
Library at the L.A. Temp1e g:rounds and one'more trip to Moskatels
that she drove. Tuesday aftrsr Rel-ief Society I took Nell-ie and three
other widows to Moskatels. lfesterday I had a work meeting at our
house to make ribbon fLowers. Next weelc Work Day and a meeting
here Wednesday. I just eannot control things when the new president
says "don't hurt her feelings." She wil l be wiser a year from now.
Jay has made up his mind we iare sell ing and moving out of the stake.
IIe wants to go to ?rlhittier. You can't help loving Nellie but she has
to run everything or she is jirurt, rt is nothing nelr/ '-- only lvorse
and now her heart is so much Oprse. $he is not to be upSet *- doc-
t o r ' s  o r d e r g . "

These "words of wLsdom" were found among Savil la's things, in
her own writing -- the date ror object not known.
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At  some po in t ,  wh i l -e  Sav i l - la  was 'work ing  in  Re l ie f  Soc ie ty  - -
teach ing  the  theo logy  c lass ,  I  th ink  - -  she  gave th is  ta lk  in  Sacra-
ment Meetinq.

l l ie are fortunate in our Relief Society to have $o many
capable women r^rho love the gospeL and their sisters in
the ward. It  is pDoven by the love and fr iendliness at
our work meeting. That is the day when busy bands take
time to pause and welcome a new sister. New fr iendships
grow and old fr iendships are renewed on work day.

In sharing our spir i tual experiences we gain strength
from another's experience because we know the person and
it is real to us. i / t le count our many blessings and our
test imony grows.  f 've seen the ioy on everyone's  face
when another's prayers are answered and she tel ls us she
and her husband are golng to the Temple. Or the interest
we al l  feel when someone has had a letter from a son or
a daughter on a mission. Experiences we may never know,
but their testimony strengthens ours.

Our  Rel ie f  Society  was the f i rs t  women's  organizat ion
in the wor ld  to  hold a chat ter  for  the co l lect ion and
disbursement of moneys for charit f  l l le do not receive
any money from the church budget for our expenses. AII
year  long we are making th ings to  se l l .  Many of  our
faithfult and busy women take material home to make
th ings.  In  the FaI I  we have a Bazaar .  This  year  i t  is
November 20th.

Doing something without thought for personal gain, but
for the good the organization can do as a lroup develops
the i-ndiuidual more than anything elser -

lrYe al l  have varied talentsl gonlo st i l . l  undisgovered.
Sharing our talents is such a wonderful way to gain
fr iends. It  is good for us to learn how to use our
hands creatively, and sometimes we discovgr by doing -
we,  too,  had unsuspecte6 ta lents .

Occasionally the work is for the welfare of others.
Here the words of the prophet, Joseph Smith, are exellt-
pJ. i f ied l "True s is terhood consis ts  in  be ing armed wi th
mercy, ful l  of tenderness, prudent in thought and actioq
pure in heart i .

Sometimes we have special days when a program ia planned
that is not only entertaining, but inspirational es well.

h/orking together harmoniously, we are truly blessed.
I wish everyone could have been at the last work meeting
and heard the happy hum of the busy women at work. There
was such a sweet spir i t  of Love and fr lendship. ptany
people commented on it. li{e want alL the women of the
ward to join us and get better acquainted.

In such an atmosphere of love and affection our test-
imony is strengthened.



(sav*ila ** ,*r* auour ,;r;;* ;*

,.---\ t .w.as 'wtitten,b-!trAndrea,. '. I ,flog-!t. SeGat'I',,
:rprnaps Anaiet ,remente-erg;) ' , ,

, by, her, gpen;d+r:rgf+teri A.mll'fde'

Onee upcn a tlme thgre was a lttfle 
,EfuI 

nanred .sg,1i'l} et,

but e:verlrone ,call-ad her {'i4.1.}y. ,$he trras binn l-'n ' 
t

and dtd most ofl her gnrwtng up ln --.**l io + wlth her slstcp,str

herd top ' : l ' ov1dte : fo r ' t | la1ngh11 'd ren '

One,,da5r: Seliy, met a 
'ncy 

narred lftl.ltam, O*i hts fr.tenAg

ealieA f*f.* elfly,. They lthed eaoh other rrtsht .off and were

marui-,e<i ln pra,etlcnltr-y no tl.rne at nltr. Fuu $iluoe they w,er.e

sttil ekrl,trdnen, lt cil.<lnrt ,rorlr out,. $o aften two Ch$l.drenr

-..-l-..- and -.=.*,_, they pa;rta&. t*rsys,

ana -_,,,_,., ,  and brrothenr ,, ,  , ,  
i , , , ,? Fer polients f lori"ed

It ws,sntt long bef,ore ,5a1.,Iy,rnet. F flaaxt tn,untfo''I"m

'shoi grrept her off her feet. Ttrey ruere maryled

'oal l t r

fn

t ' r .ewro : r 'h ' ' .€ , 'nd ' te j t 'b5 ,sda.y+r .e : 'happ i iyeve ' : ra ' f . t .e r lng '

Si,nce he w*s a ngvy rnarl, they spent ,most .of theif ftrrst

slx yearsr of mar.qlod I.,tfe wnitlng le:bb'ers:to eachlc,bhe,r..

Tkre) cl id a l t t , l f  t ' r .aveli . ,ng, b-ut : I  cl l ,r ln,tt  g6t,to s,ee

rnrleh but the ne\ry bases and ports along the oogs.tsrg ",fhe{r:

onesm is . to  do sr rne rncre t r .avetr ing af ter  he ret i res f rom

Nrlv  oun Se.3- ly  ; -  isn l t  any p la in  Jane,  f f ie ts  s , r r fu l ly

tn1ent ,er i .  ' f l ly  r r l l  bet  1 , f ,  she hndn, t i  e*r ret  d lua,* rnch, . ,b . r - rne . - . -

anri ener-gJ ,to her f a*nily artcl churchr she rd be ;ttre no'et, Iau:rdat,e
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anrl hen sreat grandchlldren -;r; ;A ;; ;***gs in a

htgh,setrool  l i terature c less.  l , f t : :maybe shel 'd,  b6,a famcus

*oif e.t zurd Norton 'slrncn would b,e effering ht* gftssscrnd$

of dcl,lar,s,for her palntingo. She. nrigllt have been a well

kslr{tn dness deeigner oibh her dr"esses sebtfng t:rencls' aLI:ovs'

tha wrr.ld,r, 'Ha5rbe she wculd be ,weailtb'y by .lncw,fl'om doing

genealoglc,el r@s:oe,rch fer John ,Doe and. find{ng he se:ss the

I rng, lost  : t re*r  o f .  t t re  .  , , , r -  for : tune. i  9 . , .d  maXlb-e-  ghe, td 'be

* prnotog"u"i""i it"**rifia ,rver the ',vrrld ts ,*or"uo;no

r u 1 e n s a n c t p r e s l ' d e n t s l . n t 1 r e ] m : s t f 1 a t t e r 1 r x g p c s e s '

But,even tf she hrrd ehoslen to pun,sue snJr"rrq sll of

,1A..

theee cgne,ers ufr* ,'; " could not have benef lterr rriankl-nd

motre then strJe hn.s wl.th her rnanSir enct .verled talents.

alwalrs es.ger to' shere trer. te-l.ent.s snd abllLtle.e wlttr

.,Crly', 1-*

,$1,1€', i,€,,

[ 1 f ' '  ' ' ' . 1 ' .  .

.,/-\

; r r ico i ; *g  etbaehed

Irel, poetry and wrltings, though not of:fer'ed to pubLlshgs,

have gLven ,tleasur.e' anii jey to fntends end f'amtrtr;1" ller

dl,essmaktng and, deslgnlng skl l . ts are consts.ntly utl}1,aed

rurrch to the del,,Iglet of daug$ters and gra.nC.darrsrterls.

Ife.r pafnting tnber,e,st l-e usual'tr,y p.rl*foec,l a;sltle beeause

other: pursuits take her t lme, bu.t ' the tslent ls therre and

o f t , e n s h o w s u p 1 n d e c o r a t i v e e n d e g v o r . s j . r r b e t ' r a I f c f ' f r e r ,

famllyrfr l-en-ds, end church.

No professlonel photogga.oher ever posed hi.B lro,9els uny'

mcre skl l l ful ly or" imaglnebively than she, FAmLJ.F member-s

may frcwn :when they see hen .wlth cemera f.n ,trend,,,O*t, nevell f d}

to be n&.prpf,,* i i th tt ie res,ults'  $ine:L-s else slt l . l tr fun. *t
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seerus to tr,nve suceessfrrltylb,lended tceetU.e n$- af ner'

l ; a l e n t , s . H e r l i c ' u r n a 1 t s t t c g b 1 1 t t i e s , a r t I . s t i c ' e ' h I ' ' 1 t t l . e s l

att,entiorr to detall, ;ohotograpblc knowl,edge and skiIlr. el. l

4re Eseful ln bhls fleLd uvhlctr probably has bo take eredit

for,Ibei,ng,h.err dee.oGs,f, and mo.gt ab,sonblng lAt,er.egt. The

fa,rnlly histories she has cornptled and sorreeted. aJrcl, t,he

besutlfu} Boiks cf Remevnbnance sl,t,e hss ereated'ar,e 6s'6i*""

of gne.nt 'prlde to her farntly enci wtlI be far generetf.ons to

OCIII$T 
'  

,  ,

She,gl.ves of her time f,reeLy and genez,orl:s:1y tc her fBmtrlyI

frtrencl.s, ,nrttl ehurch, $he hns greart cornpass'ton for tire needg

and f,eeltngs of oth,ers, of:fer"lng triansportetirn to the e,Iderly I

d.elicLcus,dlshes to [tre i1.1r, ar*d a]-wa,gs, B. frrienc;];r,,

*4O-*,

I lste-rl ing ear tc evfir lrrner

F+er €h:Lrreh senviee 1n the Cltir-rch 6fl1'1,atb6p,,{gty Saints, tb

whlclr she; conwrt,ed in 
---, 

has l-nch-ided offLaes ln the

Frlrrary -[ssocf,a,t lcn, ' l {ornens Retlef, Soclety 0zigenl]aatJ-or,r, ward

and staxe,, and, as. ge'4sal.cglcel instruotor:, $t+e has, ssl.ste(r

her: husb,and ln h-1.+ c*llings as KL<iers $r"x.unr President pnd

,Sunda;r $ehor1 Sutrle::1ntend,ent,

One 'of, her gneatest pl,ca.sures tn 1tf,e Ls spenalng Limc

rni i th her grendchlldren, wlbh ,nrhcrn she,hss great rrnderstanding

nncl rappctrt.  'Eaeh in trrra l .s fnvlted to ,spend t lvna with,the

' i i l+ltcn granoparents anci each di-;cover' i ,ng ,anew how Jroung in

heart the olaer, generatl, :n cnnrbe, , Dr'eams are shrrred sns

enlarSed ,upDn and the lmpcrtent bond bet'+een chil-d and

6

Sega ,r, Ch rref o +

,
gr'e.ntlpa.r: 'enb i,s, strength*he'd, ' ,  ,

-:11
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NCIrE$ FoR LrFE sroRy nu ,uorl,ffilrro* (w^rftt"^' La fo)
a big cityl alt l iough

crowds temif led her.

$he lorred muoic, poetry end artland was sorne'urhat gifted in all three nediums,

havlng at the same time a deep feel. lng for al l  hunranity, especial ly the underdog.

Her chlldren were hor llfe and those feelings were later to include her Erandkids,
and is

while at the ,eame tlme glving deepl"y of hersel.f to her husband. $he warfvery un-

self ishr givi.ng of herself and n'rateriaL things unti l" ehe had t i t t le rnore to givd.

Perhaps the biggest di.sappointment of her l i fe was her inabil i ty to give to her
t n

husband an heirn a chlld, becauselher former marriage a crippling operation

had been performed on her.

She died many tirnes when Navy men, vlsiti,ng her ae am&*eariEs of her sailor husband,

would tel l  her lmplfuslble tales of his danger-f i l led l i fe in the urar at soo * uthich

she be.l ieved inrpl icit ly and which drove her nearly out of her mind. In thooe days

her favorite popular song was "Put tfie In Your pocket',.

She ' tel.Is of having two ehiLdron" Actuallyr she has three. Hor husband has neqer

really grown upn although at present he is 63 years of age. FIe is a chitd at hdart

and nrost o'f the responsibiflty of home management fatt upon her shoulders, becar,fse

she is as deep-f,hinkinE as he !s shallol',r,

I t  is1 perhaps* so1eJ.y through her far-sightednees and planning that she and heq

husband have acqui.red a house and all that goes lq,ith it, Tooo though he is uoually

ready to heLp her in most of her undertakings, l t  is st i l t  she who makes the decis*

iong as to what shaLl be done and when,

was a small town girl who never quite got used to living in

trras no otranger to FJev+ YorI<, Los Angeles, $eatil.es although

One h/onders how two such different-rninded people ever got together,

because he was a eailor on laavc who vlslted her best friendn hle cousin,

introduced to one another. There was no mutual attraction at flrst. He

a bore to her and she wa$ just another person to hi.nr, Fut he saw i.n her

llfe and peopler he found her easy to talk ton she found him to be gentl.e

lemanly. He liked her and her kids. $o they mamied and hoth have been

in each other.

They met

and were

vras quiEe

a lcnre of

and gant-

very happy
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Their first six years together lrnse mostly periods of separation - perhaps a total

of six weeke together out of the first six years of their marriage due to gre rr,iar

then in plogress and his being so much at sea.

After completion of 2L years service they vrere f inal ly able to l ive a complete

civi l lan l i fe together * for a t ime. Then he was recalled to serve durj-ng the

Korean confLict. for another L9 monthe, but thls t irne she was rlqht there r^ri th himp

most of the t ime.

The childrenn lvl lbur and Dorothy (she was called l lene in her early l i fe), thought

their step-pop v,ias a bi.t of all right" Dorothy so much sopfi^rat she had herself

seal.ed to her stepfather in a rel igioue ceremony, wtrich also included the sealing

to each other of her mother and stepfather,

The children were more than a l i t t le deprived of the father - chi ld reJ.ationship

becauge her as a stepfatherr didntt ruant to aLlenato them from the{r natural father.

For this reason he heLd himself aloof frorn them and thereby missecl some of the close-

ness that nright have resulted irad there been no sucFr restraint.

Rernenber some of tho things that happenecl to them (Savilla and Jesse) vlilbur and

Dorothy)* Ficture Savil la (saffy) and Jesse on a streetcar in l ielv orleans in rniar-

time. A crowded tirno of dayr he holding on to a strap with one hancl and steradying

her urlth the other because $he, too, had t,o stand. ' f l t fhat wiLl v,re do if  your husband

is horne tryhen lve get there?" he aeked in teasingl$ loud tones somer,^vhat clirected towarcl

a pair of disapproving spinster*like women seated nearby, She lvas quick to catch

the reason for his query and both were dellghted to soe tho even more di.sapproving

Looks cast at thenr by the good laci ies. They had a lot of fun on that occasion.

Picture another time in Miami in spri.ng when Jesse and $avl}Ia were out for a wa!.k

hand i.n hand, He spote a pretty l i t t le wlld f lower, picko it  and gives it  to her.

She pute i t  in her hair and says'r i ' i f ish t had a mirror". No $oon€r said than doney

for Jesser ueuaLl.y quite unobservant, spot* a broken fragment of mlrror embeclded in

the groundr plcks it up and hands it to her. He thought her fairest of them alll

Recall the time she and the kids had just arrived one evening in ll,tiarni from Ner,,v London

Connecticut. Jesse *ret her with long facel although miEhty glad to see her and the

kids. Hie r6ssohr His ehip vras golng to Leave at 6 A.r,i, the follovring day for the

ve"y alea she had Just left l
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i{hat about the timo agaln when she and the kids, still in h,liami, were reunited with

Jesse as he began a two week leave. &rce agaln it was not to be. An order comss

to him cancelled leavelreport to Naval Base, Philadelphia for further transfer !o

U$S Antaeusr a converted Grace Llner turned $ubmarine Tender. He reports for drtty

as directedl only to f lnd he ls cooLing his heels for nearly a month and doing abso-

lute].y nothing. Coul"d moet cortainly hava been stiLl on leave with his family, To

add a v'tarm note to this otherwlse unhappy taleg l{hen he was recallcd from Leave he

had but a dollar or two on hand. His proepect was to hitch-hike back to phttadel-

phia' i{or saye his loving wlfep we wil l  get the necessary bus fare somehow. $he

goes to the nearby little grocelyr lays the problem before the kiddly storekeeperp

asks for the loan of bus fare untll , the first of the nronth when her nronthly llavy

allotment come$ in the mail.  The grocer had been a serviceman once and recognlzed

the noed and the responslbility of the coup16. $lithout demur ho loaned the re-

quired amount and Jesee was on hls way to'tPhil l f f .  Neeclless to say, the grocen

recelved hie rnoney back when the al lotrnent amlved. Jesse and $ally ahrrays paid

their debts, hard though it might be to make encls rreet.

Theyr Jesse and $atty; have beenland stl tL are, very rnuch in love with each other.

Yo say they nover disagree or have harsh words i* sinrply not so, but they are ln

love with each oth*r and never otay out of agreement for long; He is of the firm

opinion that if he had the opportunity he would choose to have her for his orvn,

ilays l;r all wavs*

During the late part  of  the L960's Jay was serving in the
Elderts Quorur presidency and a ward program of barbershop singing
was planned, aLong with,  i t  seems, ;a ward dinner.  SaviLLa took the
responsibiLity for the table and other decorations. The results
$rere beyond anyone' s dream -- so cLever and r^reLl made were the l itt le
(a foot high perhpps) barbershop singers, in full costumer oh every
tabLe. It was a huge undertaking and Nel-l-ie and Dorothy, among others
helped her. The .stfening was a huge success Largely because of
SaviLl-aIs efforts. Many pictures were taken and you wiLL be sure to
want to see them in SaviLla's Bool< of Remembrance under }lobbies and
A ct ivit ies . ( l-" pt^^rt ;-.. 

{ 
A *"W * ,,rL,"- -/ u^u- ,;.JA-)

But the Sixties did not end on a happy note. Dorothy and
Broadie and FamiJ-y moved to Utahl Savil la al-ways regretted not hav-
ing them nearby, She did her best with letters, wisits, and phone
cal-ls but it was just noti.,the samer or the way she wanted it.
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| 
(rrris letter eontains so much wonderful information I

I  about Savi1la,  her dreams, the terr i f ic  vacat ion shel  -
I  ?"u Jay had in 197L, her feer inss about his com-- 

-  - l i : l?.$ Beach, cal l f  .
I  * t tg ret i lememt etc.  r t  must be included in i ts lJt t ry 

b,  r9TI
r)ear on ent i rety.  )  |

Th ts  te t te r  w i l l  gxp ta ln  d  f  hope you w i } l
If?-"i,:?nl"l{,Tor.I:*o 3".::3p:n:f:;-*itts-wil;r i d;:' sounds omlnous, doesn,rlt? Not reallv. rt is sometliins i 'h;;14 ffi;; ;"#'u-ii3"ffi""?i3;'fri 3;;' ' ' 'tbenef l t ) ,  but  my wonder fu l  t rusnai lo-o idn; t  want  me to .  r  w i l l  keep you tnsuspense no longerl  r  have gone to work.at mv 

" io- ivpu 
of employment and mymaJor hob-by or second love - photof inisi .rne as a printer.

we are In  no f lnanc la i  orno,  r [  i " * r ;  ;y -n"ut  tn terests .  r  workedfor  many years and r  never  seemed to  c l lck  ro . i " i rv - in  cnurch groups.  Theones r knew and loveci best have oieo or-moveo- awav. r have graduarly lostmy self-confldence and become .q bore, partty rJcauie the thlngs r r tked todo were not of lnterest to my ward mem6"rs bnd r eould not seem to adjustto thelr way of thlnklng. r  love tne Crrurch and r wrrr wonk f lve days aweek, off  Saturdays and Sund&xs, f i  f  ,un tu""p my job.
The f i rs t  day of  work proved r  could St r i r " read a negat tve,  oF,  lnother  words,  Judge the exposurb- l lme,  ar ter .  r i i [ *en- ] *u"*  o f -not  workrng.  Now,l f  r  can lmprove my speedl  r  wrr r  ne"o l i .  -The p lace ls  a  targe,  a l r -condl t lonedplant ' the machlnes 

"ig 
tmproved, the wort<tng bonortion* so nruch lmproved fromwhat r knew' r l tke the M,lnager-and the women are of ar l  age$, some older

l?l l  I ,  rnany younger - bt, ]  ln*a]r a neiter class of girrs than r once workedwl th  ln  one p l "ant .
Jay wlr l  be 65 next-January and may retLre.  He has earnecl  1t .  Manypeopre do not real lze that  l f  he oieo 

- i  
wouro not 

" ."" iuu-[ i r - rv" i f ,  
ret l rementpav  he  has  had s lnce  1953,  ̂  r  wou ld  e" [  a  w i ,dow's  pens i .on  (about  $6 ; : " i ' * "n i , r . l .r  woutd  no t -ge t  h ls  wor th  nmerrc in -pEau ion"TI6"v" " i l J ' t r , ru  F ,a l r ) .  r  am too- 'oung to  co l lec t  h ls  soc la l .  secur t ty  fo r  a  few years .  so ,  r  wourd  have ourJme, our new Rambler and the lnsurbnce that woir fd oe in fonce at  h is death.r  was ralsed to.be Lndependent r i  pr iysical . ty able and r  bhlnk th is work w111be good for me in many i , rays.

when Jay ret l res hts.  t i re- long dream has been to have a t ra i ler  andt rave l  a l l  oven canada and th ls  wonde i fu t  count ry  ; i -  ours  to  rea l l y  see  l tstaylng as long as we want wherever we want.  Rehember,  he has salLed the high
Pea? !o1 21" ye9fs plus an 18 month recar l  per lod to teach communlcat lons andtyplr ip dur lng the Konean war.  He was at  sba rn war or batt le zones al l  duninglfldrr '  The first six years of our n arriug* was spent movlng as the servlced l rec ted '  I  fo l lowed,  even fo r  s r ro r l -per loos  a t  our  own expense,  to  be  to -ge ther  '  A l l  ln  a l l r  w€ had a  to taL  o f "  s ix  *on t t  s  ioee t i re r  ln  those years  .But we were bJ-essed more than many * we saved our mair lage from the casuartythat of ten happens to those. separbted for long perroos, and we are wer l  awaretha t  Inany  serv lcemen gave the l i ' a l l  fo r  oy f  count ry .  Jay  on ly  gave %To; i - - -
f lu  stomach (ulcer surgery)  t rut  f - re i i rv  oro not  mban to be facet lous.  r  knowthere  are  fa r  more  men ln -V.A.hosp l ta l ; ;  who w l l r  never  wark  o r  wr l te  o r  ta lk ,than most  c l t l zens  rea l l ze .  I  wo i r tO l l l ce  to  do  vo lun teer  work  ln  the  hosp i taLswl th  the  b l lnd '  because Jay 's  fa ther  f i veo  w i th  us  and he  was b l tnd  the  las t20  years  o f  h ls  l l fe .  I  uhders tand them and fee l  I  cou ld  share  my eyps  w l ththem and make thelr  wor ld a l i t t le br lghter.  That may come, too,  some day. Now,I  feel  I  have become such a bore and a bundle of  nerves that I  must f l rstgo to work and lose_myself ln the magic garye (ano worr.) 

"r 
p*uruing the rightexposure button as f  look at  a.  negat i .ve and sde the beaut l f i r t  p ict i . r res comeout -o f  the  dnyer .  I  can ' t  l l f t  anO do the  heavy  work  ln  our  ybrd- I 'd  l " l ke

- l -Q do, or c leanlng? otr  palnt lng.  Thls photo l 'o6 nequlres no. l l f t tng.  r rvented to go back to work for .  fears,  nyb anot[en redson was the worklng houtrsr r l  r€c€ I ] t  years .  To  g ive  2A-hour  servLce,  most  pLants  worked f rom 9 .oo  pM to
3 .oo  AM.  Th ls  STan t  used  to . I t  now starts pr lnters working at  4.oo AM and
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and they are f ln lshed at  noon or a haLf hour later.  I  ar lse at  2:45AM, drtve
almost al l  of  the way on near ly deserted freeway's (35 minutes) and am coming
home between the rush hours.  I  s leep 1n the af ternoons and Jay gets home

' at  about A:PM, at  which t lme I  ar ise-.  I  go to bed at  about B:3OPU and i f
Ivly DARLING wants to watch that idlot box l"onger, he may. I guess you aLl
know I  am no TV fan. Most of  i t  seems so insipld,  or  bor lng,  to me. Even
the Davld Frost  show lntenvlews people I  wouldnrt  care to know or lmj- tate.
So, why cLutter my braln or waste tLme with TV?

My o ther ,  love  is  genea logy . . . . ,and how many peop le  rea l l y  want  to
hear that  I  Just  found my gneat Uncle John in a census? See what I  mean?
I need thls job,  even i f  Uncle Sam gets most of  the p&X, and I  hope I  can
lmpnove my speed and prove my elnployer needs me.

My only s lster,  who has had more than her share of  lJ- i -ness,  p lus a
ser lous heart  condl t ion,  has had a boweJ. bloclcage for f lve weeks. Not complete,
but ser ious.  The Nauy Hospl ta l  has taken at  least  JO X-rays,  and more to
come. She l ras polyps in the ent l re lntest tnbl  t ract  and a tumor or somethlng
bes ldes .  Her  husband ls  re t i red  and home wl th  her .  A  daughter  l l ves  nex t
door and two other daughters l ive wl th ln ]5 mi les.  Another daughter l ives
at San Diego and another one ln Oregon. I f  she has surgery,  she w111 be in
the  hosp i ta l  fo r  qu i te  a  t lme,  I  am sure .  She 1s  go lng  to  be  7 l  th is  Fa l l .
I  fee l  te r r lbLe about  l t ,  bu t  I l fe  goes  on  and I  don ' t  fee l  my s tay lng  a t '
home wi l l "  he tp  her .  P lease wr l te  to  her .  I t  wou ld  cheer  her ,  because she
doesnt ' t  ge t  ou t  as  she used to  and peop le  l l ke  tha t  ge t  so  they  fee l  nobody
cares or remembers them.

Now I  have bored ( t )  you  exp la ln lng  myse l f ,  so  le t  me te I l  you  o f
the most wonderful  vacat lon Jay and I  had thls Sprtng -  30 days. We went to
Ph i l ip  and Lou ise  Thur rnan 's  fo r  the  week o f  the  F les ta  a t  San Anton io r .Texas ,
and that weekend to thelr  mobl]e home at Lake Buehanan ( fOO ml l -es away).
Then on through Oklahoma to Carthage, Missour i ,  toured the countryrs langest
marble mine, or quarry.  Next nlght at  Sprtngf le ld,  Mlssour l ,  ih order to
vls l t  the old BO:acre farm my Dad owned and the other one he r"ented because
l t  had a langer home on l t ,  where we l lved. I  saw the school  bul ld lng,
lnslde and out,  Einat was recent ly made lnto a dwel l tng,  where I  f l rst  went
to school ;  walked the land I  remernbered as l t  was, fugged a large f l int  rock
from the remalnlng house foundat lon where we had l lved -  one for mer one
eao.h fo i"  my brother and sister.  Pure nostalgla.  No one has l lved in the, r t

house or,  on the land my Dad owned, s lnce we lef t .  The man we soJ-d l t  to
jus t  runs  a  few ca t t le -on  i t  and I  ga thered f rom conversa t lon  tha t  he ,  makes
more  money jus t  le t t lng  l t  s l t  id le .  What  a  p lby  our  tax  s t ruc tu re  l s  as
l t  i s .  I ld - love  to  !4o  back  and buy  l t ,  rebu l ld  and add oh ,  bu t  I  know t t  l s
foo l i sh .  My faml ly " ,  f r iends  and ln te res ts  a re  no t  there .

lde next v ls i ted wtth my brother Donald,  and hls wl fe,  Ardls,  for
s ix  days .  They  work  in  S t .Lou is ,  bu t  the l r  home is  in  Cahok ia ,  I l l i no is .
They  surpr ised  us  on  Sunday ny  thk fng  us  to  a  love ly  L .D.S.Church  lns tead o f
one o f  the l r  fa l th .  We tobX Ard ls  wt th  us  to  her  mother 's  a t  Scot t ' s  B lu f f ,
v la  Independence,  Missour l .  (H ls to r ic  church  s l tes ) ,  s topp ing  a t  Ho ldredge,
Kansas  tb  v is l t '6 r1e fLy  w i th  r i y  f l r s t  husbandts  s ls te r ,  and my ggoq fn iend,
Hazel  Ek1und. I  must te l l ,  you br lef ly about hen home being invaded b) ' those
cute  l l t tLe  t ree  swu l r re ls .  Qu l te  a  S tory  o f  her  e f fo r ts  to  be  r ld  o f , . them.
SLre is 76. They chewed through the at t lc  wal l ,  near a t ree.  Her son had
modernlzed her Lrome with a lower fa lse cel l lng and wood panel lng.  1tre11-*--
they chewed t t rough into the hpuse tn the bath,  ran races ln the fa lse cel l -
lng- space, c l imbed her drapes, her furnl ture,  knocked over vases, f igur lnes
anO sbunded l ike a herd of-  e lbphants at  n lgki t ,  she sald.  Extermlnators

"ou fO- ; ; i  
he lp  because a  dead bne cou ld  cause ex tens lve  repa l rs .  So lhey  sea lq

ed up the outslOe with wire,  metal  and wood. Shen thls arnazlng old(f)  lady
waged a da1Ly batt le wl th a broom, chaslng them _outs 

j -d.e .  whenever them came

down for water or play.  She wonl and is now r ld of  thos6 "dar l ing l l t t le

th lngs"  I  used to  love  to  watch .
From there  to  Scot t i ' s  B lu f f ,  to  v ls i t  re la t l ves  and o ld  schoo l  bu lLd-

lnss, scori; 'u-i jruir Hlt i";r;eie-i- 'st iue6r"d"to crrmo long ago and now find
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there is a f ine road to the top and an Informat lon Stat ion (State Park).  On
to  Love land,  Co lorado to  v is l t  my mother rs  youngest  s ls te r ,  Aunt  V lo la ,  and
hen husband, who were ln a lovely convalescent hclme. She has been such a help
to me on thls ger,realogy manuscr j .pt  we have just  f in ished for the Covey Book
to  be  pub l ished th is  Fa I l .  We are  onLy  a  smaL l  par t  o f  i t ,  fo r  i t  goes  back
to 1b20, I  th ink.  We had such a }ovely v ls i t  wtth them and I  am so glad we
took the t ime to v is l t  them. OnIy ]ast  week Unc1e 8111y passed away. He
had more cancer operat ions than I  can count dur ing the last  ten years.  They
were marr ied tox 6J years as of  last  summer and he was aged 86. They ralsed
11 chi ldnen besldes having remar.kable and prof i table hobbles.  In Cheyenne
we vls i ted my gnandfatherrs and grandmother 's graves and dlscovered that
al though grandma dled ln L932, no one has had the date put on her stone.

Then we breezed on to Mapleton, Utah, arr iv ing ln tLme for dlnner
and our chi ldren Broadie and Dorothy Jones took us to BYU to an excel lent
play.  BroadLe is tsul ld lng Inspector of  new construct lons and is at  present
busy on the huge new lndoor athlet lc bul l .d lng whlch can house two footbal l
f ie lds and has no center pl l lers.  He Nook us through i t  one noon hour.  Fan-
tas t i c  I

They.rhad a baby glr l  on Mareh 1,  L97L, maklng 7 l iv lng ch1ldren. Our
s lx  day  v ls l t  w l th  them was wonder fu l ,  w l th  never  a  du l l  moment .  I  havenr t
been we} I ,  o f f  and ohr  fo r  these pas t  few years .  A f te r  the  f i rs t  th ree  days
nf . \ r ,1.  t t r in I  rested Up and discovered somebody lnSlde me t fuat 'S been hiddenv 4  v s l  v t r y ,  .

for  many years and Jay found a cheerful- ,  enthuslast lc,  person he once knew,
as  h ls  w l fe .

We cou ld  hard ly  se t t le  down a f te r  we go t  back ,  bu t  wer re  s low1y ge t t lng
back  to  i t .  Jay  accepteq  E lder 's  Quorum 2nd Counse lor ,  Dav ld  Gro tegut ,  Pres-
i d e n t .  A  f i n e  f e } l o w .  ( D a v e ,  t h a t  i s ) l

I proceeded lo rearrange the bedrooms as I
The front bedroom, that  wa$ a dlnky den, is now a
bedroom set.  The smaLl.  mlddle bedroom that had a
room is now our dlnkler den, and I 've done what I
I  had Jay set our bookcase on top of  our desk( I  )  I
we saved al l  that  waLl  space. The folda-6cd wlIL
2 chl ldren, nlcely.  I  have two large car<I tar .b les
a logy  tha t  I  can  " leave ou t " ,  cover  w i th  a  p las t l c
work i t  whenever I  have a minute,  or  p lck i t  up l f
s e w i n r r ' .  I t v e  s t l l l  r o o m  f o r  m y  l r o n l n g  b o a r d  a n d

have wanted  to  fo r  years .
guest room with a double
slngl-e bed and my sewlng
wanted to  do  fo r  years ;

knew l t  would f l t  and
s leep two smal l  adu l ts r  oF
already covened wtth gene-

drop-c lo th ,  and go  back  to
f  want to "set  up for
w l th  the  card  tab les  uP.

G e e ,  I  L o v e  i t !
The yard  took  a  b i t  o f  a  beat ing  wh l le  we were  goner ,  bg t  i t ' s  comlng- ,

back. The fbur squash plants Blshop Norman set out for  us (volunteers he had)
are  do lng  n lce ly ,  p lus  a  dozen or  more  tomato  pLants .

We fel t  
'6ahfy 

to return and f  ind that Dr.  0rv111e Pol ly had passed
away.  I t  wonr t  be  the  same wt thout  h lm -  a  p r lnce  o f  a  feL low!

Oui :  son ls i ;o }des t  boy  has  been ca l - led  to  a  Church  Miss lon  in  South
Argent lna and leaves fur BYU in August.-  

Please forglve us for  not wr i t lng before,  but  know we Love you al l
and mlss  you.  Bes t  w lshes ,  &s  ever ,

Among Savi l lars  th ings are a few notes per ta in ing to  the t r ip
she and 'Jay took in  the spr ing of  L97L,  inc lud ing these:  "We t raveled
5 , 9 1 - 8  m i l e s  o n  t h e  t r i p  t o  T e x a s ,  M o . ,  K a n s a s ,  N e b r . ,  W y o , ,  C o l o . ,
u tah,  ca l i forn ia (Apr i l  13,  -  May 15,  L97L) .  we used 3s2 9a1,  of
gasol ine.  Averaged L7 mi les per  ga1Lon.  fop speed 85 mi les an hour . .
Most  o f  t ime 75 mi les per  hour . '
Notes to Remembe,E: Jav: singing "walnuard wind" on road to phoenix,
Ar izona.  SaLlv ;  Suggest ing Jay take voca!-  lessons to  develop breath
contro l  and vo lume.  Sal ly  and Jay s ing ing "Hey Look Me Over . "
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Beach,  , l ' a l . i f .
23n t973

-

Tt  was so n ice to  get  your ' le t ter  and we.apoloc l ize for  not  ansv, ier jnc l  sooner i
Thinqs have j :een qui te  hect ic  a t  t imes s ince I  came home f rom the honpi ta l .
k"l* l  f  have been sick off and on for the last two yearsl but the doc.tors could not f incj ar.rt
nf,at t t te matter was wlth me. Last summer I was hospital lzed for f ive days anci 1.hey toolc x-r;, iYs'
of rny gall  blactcler, kidneys; stomach and bowels - upper and lower G.I. They said T had a sirral l"

anrount  of  d iver t icu los is  and a s tomach hern ia,  but  I  grew more 11I  than ' those th lngs shouid ha 'v
caused. On December 16 I sltpped in the kitchen and broke my wrlst (teft,  and T am left hancied
Two minor  acc idents caused ar thr i t is  to  set t le  in  the f ingera.  Digest ive problems and pain in
the abdomen made me lose 2-3 pounds. Finally an excel"lent Doctor located a lunp on riy 3.iqht
side, sent me to ene of the best surgeons for exploratory surgerY trvo da1,s 1otn". ] 'ho sv;el l ing
was a lynph gland enlarged by cancer. Thore was also a mass of cancerous lyrqph glands around r
navel area. The IWph system 1s inoperable and thereforethe treatment, which is relativel 'y nev,
i i  

"f ,erott*""py. 
{"n AuV. after the surgery I had a g-L/z hour surgical methocl, cal led a

lymph angiogram, to plant dye in the lyrnph glands ln my feet, which cotrld only travel i:i;r'rard
and lodge 1n the Iymph glands in my body and thereby becomo vislble to the X*ray, The ijoctor
was $uccessful on one foot, but not on the other, After a three week stay ln the hospi.tal T
went home for two days, and then returned for ten days, during whlch t inre I had trvo chomotherap
treatments. After the f irst treatment the swell lng ln the lynph gland went dovrn unti l  the
swell ing could not be felt ln my abdomen through my skin, This is exc,el lentr a,nd I knovr. i t  lsi
a blessing from Our Heavenly Father. I t  is impossible for the Doctors to tel l  me rvirat the
future wiit  be, but I am sure that I wil l  recelve a lengthy remission and enjoy l i fo for scvs:n;
yea ls r

Before I  went to the hospital  T asked Wllbur and Jesse to administer to me" l" l i lbur r^ras

lnspired to glve me the most beautt ful  blesslng I  have ever heard. After Iny sur,qerY i 'vtren f  ia1

:ahere suffer ingl  I  remembered the blesslng and started to-pray. Suddenlyl  an invisible cl .ouci

.owed through-me, over me, around me and under $€ - 39 t f  to l l f t  me from.the Licd * anr- l  ralr

pain was.Jone! I  lay there ln humble alrre, that such a thing should happon to me - for ' I  l ' :new j

ivas the Spfr i t  of  tho HoIy Ghost.  After a whi le I  put my hand out from my body ar id ten or 12

lnches from my body my hand fel t  beyond thls the coolness of the alrcondit ioned r:oom, I  dre' 'u

my hand back and i t  fel t  warm and 1 was more comfortable than words can describo and I  worrt .  in

s Ieep.'  
I  am qet t lng  a long f ine  and we have 'been b lessed ln  so  many w&Ys.  I t ' s  hard  to  : ro r r rem-

ber them al l .  -  5"U,"
Las t  l . lovember rne  bought  a  }9* foo t  t ra i le r  in tend ing  to  do  genea logy  resea l :c f r  in " i -he

ClevelandrOhlo area, qo on to the Northeastern States and back through Canada atrd to he::c"

The Doctor says r  niy not t ravet for a year,  so we decided to bui ld a 1:at io -  v ' ' i r jch l ' ; i l  I  he

cornp le ted  t r , r i  r r i .a iv .  (R t  t t r i s  po in t  i ,  Jesse l  take  over  fo r  a  b i t  anc i  te l l  o f  pa t . io ) .  ! ' i e l l  r

vre i i rst  contacted and contracted with Soars to do the r^rhole thing,. .a IE X tB foot cc;rent s lal

coverecJ by an aluminum overhead which two rain downspouts, The dlgging trould cost $150.ctor

which *ouid include haul" ing avray old cement and dir t .  i \ r i lbur and his son Laffy agreed to he. lp

me and l . re spl i t  the 150 thiee wiys. ,  Then, the contractor was late about comin,: I  in :? 1:,cur. thc
s lab  and we dec ided to  r io  l t ,  too .  V , l j . Ibur  had had some exper lence l  hav inq  i :u i l t  a  20 , i  30 '

garage and h is  house lo t  per imeter  cement  fence las  we l l  as  a  number  o f  s r ,a l l . johs .  I  c ; i l l *c l

Bishop. Barton to rent tooLs and i^rheelbarrows from his tc,ol  rental  busine$s ancl heiBartc: i ; )  voi*

unteered to get together a working party to help. There they were, when the cenent truck

arrlved. 4 r,'rheelbarrowg and the Bishop, Bro.Jagerson, Bro. Bean and tv,ro young rngn y{,ti haventt
met -  Greg ,Laret ancl  X-Cadena, Bro. Jagerson stayed on to do the f in ishing anci l lancloi  I ' l l - r i te

showed up to  he lp  w l th :about  a . th i rd  o f  tha t ,  I t 'was  t ru ly  a  b less ing  because. l i . l !YT"? : ' J . : : t [ :
un t i l  3A iu  and had to  go  back  to  work . tha t  a f te rnoon i t  w t tch  t imo he  was chang ing  snr i t s  a r tu  r r t

tsii
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r,, 'ent honro at lr30 to go back to work at 7 the foJlovring morning to beqin his net'v
daytlmes. t^, l i thout the help of Bishop Barton'5 working party we would nover have
The Sears contractors rnri l . l  lnstal l  thd aluminum roof on this Fri.day.

v;orlt lrours of
rnacip it "

I ,  Jesse, am President of the 4th !!and Ctroir and as soon as vre get the f i .nishing tor-rchr
-r 

our yard we wil l  have a party for the choir. Thls fal l ,  I  expect to teach Begi.nners Gcneai*
gy in  S,S.  and Savi l la  wl l l  teach the Spi r i t r :a l  L iv ing Lessons in  R.S.

Two r.*,eeks ago Savil lats brother Donald anci hls wife Ardls f lew or-rt from Cahoklarf l l . ' "  "
across the rivor from St"Louls to $ee her, '  FIe and his wlfe wanted only to visit  oirJy rvj. th
the Gamages, the Bllsses and us. No big family get-together. I /Je had a wonclerful visit .

Last nite Dorothy ancl Broadie called and they are coming on the lOth to l8tlr of Aticluctn
but vri l l  onLy brlnq the ivro smallest chi ldren. If  SaLly ts able we wil l  go to l lapleton ancl
spend lunas there wlth them. .

Wilburrs oldest boy, Rand, has been. on a l ,1lsslon to Buonos Alres and wil l  be home on
Ausust 22. Second son, Danr left thls spring on a mlsslon to Spaln.

There are hand\tr,itten notes of..a l-etter SaviLla composed to
send to gne of her doctors that expl-ains well:.her fru.strations in
getting proper medical care. It also gives good information about
her Ltlness. Whether or not it was ever sent to the doctor, we
don't know."'On seeond Look, perhaps it is what she intended to say
to him on the telephone.)

"Dr. Fass. I cal-led you because llm ilL but f irst I want to
say sgmethipg. When Dr.'Richardson came to my room instead of you
at the hospital, he said' ! 'You lrorry too much." And he didn't even
know.me. r{hen I saw him l-ast week I had written down several
things because my husband is uprried and insisted f speak to him.
Dr. Richardson again said; "You \"orry too much. " I told him he was
the'doctor and if I couldn't ask him tlrese. questions, who could I
ask? I told him I'm not a h14>oehondriaq. I'm going to get welLl
I 'm happy. I lve been very sick the last two years. r 've been pushed
around by too many young upstart, know-it-all doetors the Last two
years and f'm not having any doctor treat me that acts Like I'm a
hlpochondriac-

my case'when r was a patient at Memorial llospital. You saw me twice
briefLy at Memorial and once in 1i'our office. At the office visit
I was kept waiting until- the Last patient, rregardless of an apoint-
ment timel

When I did see you,you had reached a diagnosLs on the basis of
Dr. Mafcom's exrays, kidney, gall bladder, and upper and Lower G.I. 's.
You told me I had a smal"L amount of diverticulosis and a stomach her-
nia trat I had probably had for some time. You aLso said pain was a
relative thing and some patients tolerance for pain !%ls ex€ruisite- r
toLd you I did not. Then you'said I didn't *rave to worry about eaneer
because St wasnft in.the blood stream and if it rras, by the time they
found it there it was too Late to do anything. Then you turned on the
psychosomatic bit anQ I laughed and told you I had had the best one
of the psgchiatrists in the area and Left your office terribly disap-
pointed in you.

I asked Dr. Mal-corn for another doctor's name and he gave me
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me Dr. Eugene Bouch. Dr. Boueh obtained reeords from all  my prev-
ious doetors and thoroughly  examined me eaeh v is i t ,  to  the best  o f
his abil i ty. This spring he found a lump in my abdomen and sent me
to Dr. Hickman. r had exploratory surgery which show,ed r do have
eaneer of the lymph glands. I had a l lnnphangiogram and am now under
treatment r"li./,it chemotherapy b y  D r .  F a s t .

I cannot help but feel my chances 'w,oul_d be better i f  you had
practiced your special-ty and truly sought my probl-em instead of mak-
ing a d iagnosis  on the basis  of  xrays and then wr i t ing me of f  wi th
pul l - ing th is  psychosomat ic  b i t .  Perhaps my case wi l l -  he lp you become
a bet ter  in tern is t .

The problems Savi lLa encountered just  d idn ' t  ever  ease up.
I .n  the 70 's ,  bes ides the heal th  problems descr ibed above,

she suf fered f rom arbhr i t is ,  had severa l -  lumps (sk in cancers)  re-
moved f rorn her  arms,  had her  leg in  a cast ,  and was mugged,  wi th
resul t ing in jur ies.  Tn sp i te  of  i t  a l l ,  she cont inued to be a
pleasure to be around and found something to laugh about in every
s i tuat ion.

Throughout  those years of  s ickness she a lways extended hersel f
to the utmost to do meaningful things for others. Her chi ldren and
grandchildren continued to me uppermost in her mind and she put a
great amount of effort into the gifts to them and the communications
wi th them. Real iz ing she would not  l ive mrrch longer ,  she actual ly
made a great  t ime of  choosing someth ing to  leave to  each grandchi ld .
Of ten she was smi l ing through tears and pain but  she was so va l lent
in  her  ef for t  to  keep th ings manageably  l ight .  she expressed her
desire that her Book of Remembrance, r ings, and sewing maching Eo
to Dorothy and that her share of community property be egually div-
ided between her  two ch i ldren.  She wrote le t ters  and made tapes
one  desc r ib ing  to  he r  g randch i l d ren  a  beau t i f u l  d ream she 'd  had .

Much of  Savi l la 's  lasL summer was sp 'ent  in  the hospi ta l  but
she never  gave up the f ight  for  l i fe  or  her  p leasure in  l i fe .  The
vis i t  f rom the Jones farn i ly  g iave her  a specia l  l i f t ,  ES wel l  ss  her
g randson ,  La r ry ' s ,  re tu rn  f rom h i s .m iss ion .  She  o f ten  spoke  o f  how
inuch st rength she received f rom Jay just  by hold ing h is  hand.  Yes,
their romance survived even this.

The fo l lowing is  a  guote f rom Donna's  "book.  "
"We have sweet and precious tnemories of some of the things that

made my rnother- in- law I -augh d 'ur ing her  f ina l  i l lness.  Typica l ly ,
they usually revolved around her grandchildren. Once my teenage son,
Larry ,  was v is i t ing h is  grandmother  in  the hospi ta l .  wi th  h is  usual
cur ios i ty ,  he pushed a t iny but ton on the bot tom of  the nurses '  ca l l -
box nex^b. to her bed. In a moment the room was swarming with nurses
and orderLies he had inad'vertently summoned by pushing the "panic
but ton."  Mom laughed and laughed,  and consequent ly  fe l t  bet ter  a l l
the rest of the day. Another t ime she told l ,arry 3he was leaving a
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specia l  book to  h is  fa ther  but  that  i t  was eventuatr - ly  to  be passed on
to h im.  She was absoLuteLy deJ- ighted 'when he repl i -ed "Can' t  we e1im.-
inate the middle man?" As I  sa id before,  i t  const i tu tes cruel ty  to
separate dy ing grandparents f rom thei r  grandchi ldren."

Savi l la 's  suf fer ing near  the end was great  but  i t  seemed that
her wil l  to l- ive was even greater. In the last week it  became so
unJcearable for the famil-y to see her suffer and l inger so, that i t
was hard not to pLead with her t,o give up the struEgle for 1ife.
Her l i fe was in order, ' the imporLant things God had sent her here
to do had been completed and it  was t ime to return to } l im. But i t
seemed that f- i fe was so very precious to her that she couLd not wil l ing,-
ly  g ive i t  up.  She f ina l ly  d ied guiet ly  on August  29,  L977,  just  5
minutes af ter  Wi lbur  had hurr ied to  her  bedside.  I t  was ear ly  in  the
day and no one el-se in the family was with"her. He was able to wipe
away her  last  tear  and k iss her  goodbye before she le f t .  He was grate-
fuL to  her  for  wai t ing for  h im - -  her  last  g i f t  to  her  o ldest  ch i ld
and only  son.

Funera l  serv ices were held for  Savi l la  Evelyn Long Wal ton on
August  31,  L977 at  the Long Beach Four th Ward Chapel  o f  the Church
of  Jesus Chr is t  o f  Lat ter -day Saints .  The eulogy was g iven by her
f i r s t  g randch i l d ,  Andrea ,  wh ich  w i l l  se rve  as  the  conc lus ion  o f
the  l i f e  s to ry  o f  Sav i l l a .

SAVILLA

Sav i l l a  Eve lyn  Long  Wa l ton ,  s i s te r ,  w i fe ,  mo the r ,  g rand -
mo the r ,  - -  f r i end r  - -  was  bo rn  a t  Nor th  P la t te ,  Nebraska ,  Feb .  13 ,
L9L2 ,  t o  he r  pa ren ts ,  Le i l a  Ma l i nda  S la f te r  and  C la rk  V .  Long .  She
grew up  nea r  Marsh f i e ld ,  M issou r i  and  i n  Ger ing ,  Nebraska ,  hav ing
a p leasant  ch i ldhood wi th  her  s is ters  Nel l ie  and Ber tha and brother ,
Dona ld .  When  he r  o lde r  s i s te r ,  Be r tha ,  d ied ,  l eav ing  a  baby  boy ,  he
was ra ised by her  parents and Phi l ip  a lways seemed l ike a brother  to
h e r .

Her  mother  was a profess ional  seamstress and Savi l la  l -earned at
her  knee,  becoming exper t  a t  f i t t ing and f in ish ing c lo th ing and at
embroidery,  a t  which she achieved per fect ion few could dupl icate.

Af ter  her  marr iage,  the sk i l ls  she learned at  home were a b ig
help,  because her  ch i ldren were born dur ing the Great  Depress ion.
With her abil i ty to sew and make over, they never wanted for good
and  s t y l i sh  c lo th ing .  She  was  egua l l y  ve rsa t i l e  i n  t he  k i t chen  and
they were never  aware of  want .  Later  she would re la te many t r ia ls
that  the ch i ldren were to ta l ly  unaware of  a t  the t ime.
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Short ly  a f ter  the depress ion came the war  years and again she
proved her  versat i l i ty .  want ing to  keep the fami ly  together  as
mueh as poss ib le ,  Savi l la  took her  ch i ldran and fo l lowed her  sa i lor
husband around the Uni ted States f rom base to  base.  She knew just
what  to  take to  make every apar tment  seem immediate ly  l iker  home.
She had a knack for  der iv ing the most  p leasure and humor in  X6s
smal lest  th ings and kept  the l ives of  her  loved ones happy in
spi te  of  the hardships.  The g i f t  o f  love was hers.  she knew how
to g ive i t  and how to receive i t  - -  fu l lv .

Savi l la  loved the Gospel  o f  Jesus Chr is t .  She eonver ted to
Mormonism. 'v , rhen she was a young mother  and ra ised her  ch i ldren in
the Church.  She hetd var ied posi t ions through the years,  par t icu-
lar1y lov ing her  serv iee in  the Rel ie f  Society ,  Whi le  serv ing as
homemaking leader ,  she found great  joy in  he lp ing her  s is ters  per-
fect  the i r  workmanship.  The supperb bazaar  herd that  year  wi l l
long be remembered by the Long Beach Four th ward i ts  success
due  la rge l y  to  he r  e f fo r t s  t ru l y  a  l abo r  o f  l ove .

Per feet ion was sought  in  anyth ing she d id and she of ten achieved
i t .  Each task was impor tant  enough to g ive her  best ,  whether  darn ing
an o ld soek,  fashioning a wedding gown for  her  daughter ,  or  a  f louncy
dress for  her  grand - .daughter .

Photography was one of  her  many inLerests  and ta lents .  Her
young subjects  her  grandchi ldren,  o f  eourse,  o f ten grew rest less
dur ing her  pos ing inst ruct ions.  But  the resul t ing p ic tures are a
permanent  joy to  them al l .  She found much joy in  shar ing th is  hobby
wi th her  brothers and son.  She a lso loved to  photograph scenery and
in addi t ion had a ta lent  for  captur ing scenic  beauty in  o i l  pa int ings,
a hobby she always intended to give more t ime to. But t ime ran out.

She loved to  p lay games and p layed to win.  These memor ies br ing
great  p leasure to  her  ch i ldren and grandchi ldren.  Especia l ly  her
sguea ls  o f  de l i gh t  as  she  took . the  l ead .  She  p layed  w i th  concen t ra -
t i on ,  sk i l l  - -  and  mos t l y  p leasu re .  she  had  a  g rea t  zes t  f o r  r i f e
and found the greatest  p leasures in  the seemingly  smal lest  th ings.
She never  d id  anyth ing by halves submerged her  whole se l f  in to
t h e  t a s k  a L  h a n d .

Music  and dancing were among her  loves.  She and her  husband,
a few years back,  be longed to a square dance group,  the Lazy Eights ,
which they only  d iscont inued whenr 'her  heal th  in ter fered.  As recent ly
as a year  ago,  she demonstrated the Char ls ton for  the amusement  of
her  grandchi ldren.  She a lways loved to  l is ten to  good music  and re-
ce ived great  comfor t  dur ing her  f ina l  weeks when her  s is ter  or  hus-
band  p layed  the  o rgan  fo r  he r .  She  and  Jay  had  a  s tand ing  Sa tu rday
night  date wi th  Lawrenee Welk - -  a  specia l  hour  for  them both.
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Her ch i ldren and grandchi ldren could a lways look to  her  for
in terest  and encouragement ,  lsnatever  the i r  fasc inat ion of  the moment
might  be.  She in i t ia ted severa l  t rad i t ions which are impor tant  and
dear  in  the i r  memor ies.  Tncluded amonq them are:

A t  ou r  f am i l i es '  annua l  Chr i s tmas  T ree  Deeora t i ng  Par t i es
aLlowing each grandchi l -d  to  choose and take home h is  favor i te
ornament from her tree.

Specia l  oecasion d inners complete wi th  her  best  ch ina and
crysLal  and a l l  the t r immings.  How she. l -oved i t  when the group
began "s ing ing"  her  crysta l  goblets  wi th f the i r  f inger t ips.  To
other  grandmothers th is  would probably  have been an annoyance
and forb idden.  This  grandmother  jo ined r ight  in ,  laughing and
lov ing .

The 12th b i r thday was a lways the occasion for  a  new sui t  or  a
new dress f rom Grandma and Grandpa Wal ton.

Specia l  e f for t  a lways went  in to leLters to  far  away grandchi ldren.

Her  grandchi ldrnn serv ing miss ions brought  her  specia l  joy and
on  these  oecas ions ,  t he  bes t  M iss iona ry  B ib le  ava i l ab le  was
presented by these lov ing grandparents.  The f low rc f  le tLers
and tapes from them continued throughout the two years, always
l i f t i ng  the i r  sp i r i t s .  So  fa r ,  3  g randsons  and  a  g randdaugh te r
have served miss ions for  the Church.  No doubt  there wi l l  be
more and no doubt ,  f rom her  specia l  vantage point ,  she wi l l
v iew them al l  w i th  l -ov inq in terest  a lso.

She longed to do more t ravel ing wi th  her  husband.  As her  heal th
caused them to g ive up one p lanned t r ip  af ter  another  - -  she never  gave
up and cont inued to make p lans.  And she a lways re jo iced at  the dream
tr ip  they had been able to  share whenlbhey crossed the country  v is i t ing
loved ones and loved n laces f rom thei r  ch i ldhoods.

Sav i l l a ,  known  to  many  as  Sa l l y  - -  was  a  f r i end  to  be  che r i shed .
Noth ing made her  happier  than to  do a k indness for  another .  Many
t imes dur ing her  own i l lness,  ,she prepareC food to  be taken to  others
who were s ick,  Her  per fect  custards were a specia l  t reat  receiveC
at one t ime or another by many her:, today. She made numerous lap robes
for  pat ients  in  a nurs ing home dur ing her  f ina l  i l lness.

Some of  her  happiest  hours were spent  in  pursuing the branches
of  her  fami ly  t ree.  One of  her  most  sat is fy ing a€.a.ompl ishments was
compi l ing in format ion on.her  ancestry  for  temple work,  as wel l  as for
publ icat ion.  Her  greatest  d isappointment  was not  be ing able to  do
more not having the health to pursue some of the l-eads she had un-
covered.  To her  ch i ldren and grandchi ldren she leaves that  tas l<.  As
in so many other  th ings she has set  the exampLe.



- 5 3 -

SaviLLa is survived by her husband Jesse, the most devoted of
companions,  a  son,  wi lbur ,  daughter ,  Dorothy,  th i r teen grandchi l_d-
ren,  two great  grandchi ldren,  a . -s is ter ,  Nel l ie ,  and brothers,  Dona1d
and Phi l - ip .

There wi l l ' , ,be great  sadness as her  lov ing presenee is  no longer
wi th  us.  But  the r ichness of  the memor ies wiL l -  susta in us unt iL  the
happy day we await with faith -- when we wil- l-  meet again. MeanwhiLe
we trust she is enjoying her J.ong awaited reunion with loved ones
gone before.

SAVILLA and JESSE, Eternal Companions
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fnvocation Rev. J. A. Moorman

"If With All Your }Iearts"....,'fVlendelssoltn's'Elijah'
Eishth Grade Chorus

trl Love e Little Cottage" Stott-O'Ilara i
Beth Thornton lrnd Helen Barton

"Gaily the Troubadour" .....-.....,....-- Bayle.v
Mixed Chorus

lrrtroductiot'r of Speaker-..-....-.*..--..--...J. !'ted Nelson

Address ... Niles E. Olsen
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Student long SaviIIe
PERMANENT RBCORD CAND - GERING SENIOR HIGH SCHOOT

Date of Birth How Verif ied
Lrst Nttme Firtt Name

Parent or Guardian
Middle Name

Occupation Previous School (H.S.)

Date Enrolled
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D.cyr Absent

Scholarship Code .............-.. Key l-94-l 00?;

Rank in Class

ORADE
tx

Date Withdrawn Graduaied from Jr. High

2-86-937' 3-78-85% 4-7O-77o/" S-Below 70-Failure

of Study I College Prep I Commercial I Vocational I General
Number in Class Maiors

:Average Grade
Type of Diploma Minors
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CERTIFICATE OF DEATH
g T A T E  O F  C A L I F O R N I A _ O € P A R T M E N T  O F  H E A L T H

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  R E G I S T R A R  O F  V I T A L  S T A T I S T I C S

4,  COLOR OR RACE

Cauc
R t p T H p t  a a F  ( s T A r E o R

Nebraska
6.  DATE PF BIRTH

Februar.y .l 
3, l91 2

7 .  A G E  ' u r s r  o , r r x r r r ,

65 YEARS
8.  NAf '1E AND BIRTHPLACE OF FATHER

C'larke V. Long ,  Iowa
IO,  CIT IZEN OF WHAT COUNTRY

U . S " A . 5 35- I 2-90 38
12,  v {RRteo NEvER qARRrEo.  wroowED.
DrvorcE0 (sPEcrFY ' i

lYarrl  ed
4. LASI OCCUPATION

Photo  F in isher
16.  NAME oF LAsr  EMpLoyrNG coMpANy oR FtRt \ l
{ l !  s E L l  E r P l o Y t 0  5 o  g r A r E r

City Photo

l 9A.  USUAL RESIDENCE-STREET AooREss (s rR€Er  ANo NUMBEn on LocAloN)

3'l 66 Gol den Ave.
1198. rNSroE crry coRPoRATE LrMtrs
I  i S P E C I F Y  Y E S  O R  f l O )

l9c,  CITY OR TOWN l l 9o .  COUNTY i le€. srArE

i  Ca l  i fo rn iaLonq Beach i  Los Anqeles
zrn, coRoNER: l,i;l;1"',:Xl;'^Jill l2le, PHYSIcIAN: i,if'1,'"'J,:'Ji'll' j,ij',ii1J",,"^1.,Ti!%,^,1 lzrc.
{0! i  0ArI  r{0 rLlc[  srArEc  !o! t  r |oc rHI i  Inoc TNI c^ulE3 3lAtt0 0now A(0 fHAr i  ry l t rDEo rr t  otcc^9ro l :
: lu lEt 5l^rtp t t tow Ano TBA| |  HAvt HELo 0N l-. i r u 5 ! l  ! r A t i D  l t r o w  A r D  T ! A :  I  H A v t  H E L o  0 N  :  t
l r t  R f y l r f f t  0 F  o e c t r s ! D  ^ s  i ( o u r n L 0  B y  r ^ *  

I ,  r r r r "  
" 0 . ]r f l t f lI _ -,,""_;:.,"- _ ii""t\t l); ;" l" tfif",,i^ l'F,

c q r !  c f ,  i t l r  |  2 l o ,  D A I E

22c.  spEcr ry  BURTAL.  ENTo^TBMENT !22e.  DAtE

"'riiiiri"it i s-:t -lsTT
.  NAME OF CEiYIETERY OR CREI, , |ATORY

Rose l-l i  I I s Memori a] Park
5 .  N A M E  O F  F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R  ( o R  P E R s o N  A C T I N G  A s  s u c H )

Spongberg Mortuary
, A  t F  i l o T  c E R l F l E 0  0 Y  c o R c \ E f l  w A 5
" v  l H l 5  0 € a I H  n E P o R r E 0  l 0  c 0 n o \ l A l
l 9 P l c r f Y  r E 5  0 8  t 0 )

r ln

CAUSE
O F

DEATH

29.  PART I .  DEATH WAS CAU5EO BY:
IMMEDIATE CAI .JSE

ENTER ONLY ONE CAUSE PER L INE FOR A.

30. PART l l :  OTHER SIGNIFICANT CONDITIONS* coNrnl0ui ld( ro o!^u f iUr ior sELAtlo to lH! rc{tor^TE c^u!t  orvtN rr  P^f i I  rr at  SAt  OPtRATION On S lOPSY P lRfonM
-"  A tY CONo| l lon  lN  l l r rs  29  0R 301 I

33.  SPECIFY AccroENr .  surc roE o f ,  Hourcro€ 3 4. pLAc€ or r r:u nv |li[i,'ji. iffj,',;lii!;,{if i""'
o F F r c t  0 u t L D t N c  € r c . r

INJURY
INFORMATION

Io,  MIODLE NAI\, IE

Eve'l

PLACE OF DEATH_NAME OF HOSPITAL OR OTHER IN.PATIENT TACILITY

Beach Memorial  Hosi  ta l
lBo .  CITY OR TOWN

BeachLon

37A.  PLACE OF INJURY rs rng€r  ANo NUMBEn oR LocATroN ^ND c t ry  oR TowN)

[ tA IDEN NANIE AND EIRTHFLACE OF MOTHER

Le l ia  S la f te r ,  M innesota

I tBa ,  S IREET ADDRESS-rs rneET ^N0 NUMBER.  oR LocATroN)

I  2B0l At lant ic Ave.
i l 8E ,  CoUNTY

i Los An les i y

2A. DATE OF 0EATH-corrH. D^y, yE^R

Au ust  29 ,  1977

i 3 7
NA[,1E AND A D D R E S S  O F

13.  NAl r lE  OF SURVIVING SPOUSE r r r  wrFE.  ENrER * loqn r , rue i

Jesse Ralph l , la l ton
17, KINO OF INDUSTRY OR EUSINESS

Fi  lm Deve lon in

NAI'IE OF DECEASED_FIRsT NAME

S a v i l l a
I 
rc. LAsr NAr,rE

i  t l lalton

nt ra t rn r f , r r

PERSONAL
DATA

r L A L C

O F
DEATH

UsUAL
RESIDENCE

r tF D€A:}|  oCcUnnED tt l
tNSlnTror i .  t ITER
R E S I : E X C E  E E F O R E

r  I  N i  S S I O S  )

PH' /S ICIAN'S
O R  C O R O N E R ' S
CERTIFICATION

FU N ERAL
D i i  ECTOR

A N D
LOCAL

REGISTRAR

STATE
REGISTRAR

l 8A.

L
l8c. rlqroe cly conponltE Lrurt(SPECITY YES OR NO}

c

I  l8F. retcrr  or srrr  n cou[ry oF oE^rH
IIBG. 

rencra or srrv 's crLrroFlr^

Jesse
31 66

Cn fdfd6

R. Wal ton
Golden Ave.

IN FORIlIANT

L ach, cA 90806

i 6/lr

s

r

: i

:r

z

)
C)
5
u

A P P R O
[1AT

I N T E R I
B E T W I

O N S I
A N E

D E A I

1 2 r  A U I O P S Y  |  ? r o  r r  y r s  t ! f n i  F ' t r D r 1 r s  c c- -  .  t s p E c l f t t  v r u .  s r 0 t R F o  r h  ( t t t n v t f t r t r G
t* ro lPk-  

i  
c^us t  o f  oE^n i l  rs rcc ,Fy  yL :c r l

3 6 A .  D A T E  o F  I N J U R Y - -  u o r r r  o r v .  v r r n lOUR

?q wEt r r  L4uof iAroRy f ts r i  oo{E Fof t  onuc9v " .  o n  T o x r c  c n E l t c ^ [ s  r s P E c r F y  y r s  o R  H o r
n l s r o E N c E ,  t r t M  t 9 ,

40. 0ESCRIBE HOW INJURY OCCURRED laNlr i  s louENca oF av[{T3 rHrcH nrsuLrEo rr  rNruRv. f fATUnr or r f tJunr 3ro!Lo !€ r f lT[nto rN r]{ !  2r,

/ - *9 . -  d  J - .

THIS 'S  A
r I L E D  I N  T

r lnuq Luxil|'rEu cof'y oF TllE ftEcOnD
THE COUNTY OF tos ANGELES OEPARIMTNIg.q_I1f.r1 scRvrcus rr r oeans 

-iurj'iiii' 
rrPUNPLE IN'(.

SrP 11$77 ;':-[

8,'r-lr*rU,rilSonqffi
lhlon A. iftrhdrltt, Dlroctor of fioslth Scnlc0! .nd Rcrl0t r,



fry 8"^.L +*"dL t/"^l R-L-l- 4*e Aa,*

Sa^l,q,a^- dal*




