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THE PURPOSE OF THIS BOOKLET

We are putting these booklets together on our ancestorso not for the purpose of
aiding in any genealogical research, although there might be that possibility for some
readers. We are not making an effort to include all the names, dates, ilId places we
might discover if we searched. We do not want to take that much time because of the
magnitude of our ta$k.

Our intention is to preserve the life stories of our ancestors as completely as we
can. The family traditions, anecdoteso and accomplishments that might be lost to our
posterity if we don't record them. There are also mementoes, certificates, photographs,
especially photographs, that might be forever lost if we don't find a way to share them.
This is our effort to do so.

We feel it is not an accident that so many family records have ended up in our
hands from both sides of our families, We feel we have them because we will take care
of them and share them. We are getting old and we realize that if we die without doing
something about these family treasures, they will probably not be preserved for future
generations, Weore not sure how to share them but preparing these books and booklsts
is at least the first step. Our children or grandchildren may have to take it from there
andwetrusrthattheywill. Lllil*, {. + p* ./aur., frI:.L,



Orren Augustine Slafter
(184e - 1e00)

Mary Malinda Covey Slafter
(18s2 - 1e32)

Mary Malinda Covey was the 3rd child of Smith Covey and Charlotte Sheffield. She was born at
McHenry,Illinois on September 16th, 1852. Her parents were well offand she reoeived a fine education
including studying piano and voice. She was a faithful worker in the Christian Church.

She Married The Miller

On October 30th, 1869 Mary }vlalinda married Orren Augustine Slafter. Orren was born on January
l ltll 1849 at Greenwood, McHenry County, Illinois. His parents were Elijah Dexter Slafter and Maria
Lucretia Lilly. Onen was a miller by trade and owned his own flour mills at Minneapolis, Minnesota. The
mills burned down and instead of rebuilding them, he prepared for the ministry and moved his family to
western Nebraska. This was about 1888.

The Sod House

They settled about 30 miles from the town of Alliance and settled into a sod house. Malinda wrote
-_Jh_at the walls were 3 feet thick and there were 4 large rooms. They packed the soil of the floor firmly and

:overed it with a thick layer of shaw. Over this was stretched the 80 yards of carpeting she had made herself
in preparation for the move. Pegs were used to fasten it along the walls. It was very satisfactory.



Ministering The Gospel On The Prairie

Orren drove his buggy the long distance to Gering many times and organized the Christian Church.
.{e held services all over the area, often in private homes. Mary Malinda's voice and musical knowledge and
ability were greatly helpful to her husband's ministry. They also raised crops of corn and potatoes.

Malinda, Nebraska

Orren had a U.S. Post Office established halfiuay between Gering and Alliance, Nebraska. It was on
the Slafter property so was legally named Malinda, honoring Mary Malinda Covey Slafter.

There were crop failures and meager pay for his preaching, so the Slafters regretfully sold their place
and moved on, spending time in Minatare, Nebraska and then Mitchell Valley. Wherever they went,
Malinda's Sand piano went too. The legs would be removed and it would be placed across the wagon.
made of solid mahogany.

Farther West To Wyoming

Orren was offered a pastorate and they moved to Wheatland, Wyoming . Two years later he was
offered the position of pastor to the Christian Church in Cheyenne, Wyoming and settled there permanently.

During this moving around they had been raising their 8 children, including Leila Malinda, through
whom we descend Mary was the church chorister andLeila the organist.

Widow Returning To Nebraska

Reverend Orren Augustine Slafter passed away July 19d', 1900, leaving his wife with two young
children to raise. He was buried in the I. O. O. F. Cemetery, Cheyenne, Wyoming. In April, 1902,Mary
Malinda took her two children, Elmer and Viola and moved to Gering, Nebraska. They rented a home next
door to the properly she later purchased- She paid $3.20 a month for a total of $420.00 and kept the properly
for many years.

It was here that she put her earlier training to use. She opened a millinery store that had living quarters
in the back. Her piano was still with her and she gave piano and voice lessons. The hats were nearly all
completely made by hand. There is a wonderfrrl picture of the inside of this store.

Re-Marriage

Mary Malinda finished raising her last two children in Gering Nebraska, and then, after many years qf
widowhood, remarried to Thomas F. Watkins. He was a wonderfrrl man and happily welcomed by her family.
Everybody liked "Uncle Tom Watkins." He passed away in 1928 and she lived on until the age of 80 and
died in 1932. She is buried beside her first husband, Reverend O. A. Slafter in the Odd Fellows Cemetery in
Cheyenne, Wyomrng.

It was



Family Bible Record of the

orren Augustine slafter/ Mary Malinda covey

Family

Orren Augustine Slafter was born at Greenwood, Co. of Mc Henry. State of Ills.,
Jan. l lth, A.D. Ig47 .

Mary Malinda Covey was born in Mc Henry, Co. of Mc Henry, State of Ills.,
sept. 16tr', A.D. Ig52.

Married

Orren Augustine Slafter married Mary Malinda Covey in Mc Henry, Co. of Mc Henry,
State of Ills. Oct. 30th A. D., 1867.

By W. S. Marsh, Minister of the Gospel.

Births

Cora Mary Slafter was born in Mc Henry, Co. of Mc Henry, State of Ills.,
Jan. 13th, A..D. 1871.

Ray Augustine Slafter was born in Mc Henry, Co. of Mc Henfry, State of llls.,
Jan. 27th A.D. lB73 .

Orren Herbert Slafter was born Feb. 15th in the year of our Lord 1877 at Princeton
Mills, Lacs Co., Minn.

Leila Malinda Slafter was born May 8th, A.D. 1881. State of Minnesota, City of
Minneapolis.

Mary Viola Slafter was born June 28fr, A.D. 1889, State of Nebraska. Box Butte Co.,
Malinda.

Elmer Smith Slafter was born in Mitchell, Scott's Bluff County. Nov. 12th,1893. Nebr.



Life Story of Orren Augustine Slafter
&

Mary Malinda Covey

[There are accounts of this family: A very abbreviated account that precedes this, one wriften
by Mary Malinda that ends with Onen's death, and one mainly memories of their
descendants. They will be recorded here, with duplications deleted and headings added.l

Story of The Early Dayso Written By Mrs. Malinda Slafter for the Transcript.

Husband a Pioneer Minister in This Community

Came to Alliance On First Train To Enter That City - Malinda Posf Office Named
For Writer

Expected to See a Small Town. By request I wilt write of the life of O. A. Slafter and
family in the early days in Nebraska, beginning about April 15, 1888. His first experience
coming west was to look over the country with a view of locating. About February 15th,
together with several officials of the B. & M. Railroad, they started west to the terminus of the
road, Alliance. Mr. Slafter was greatly pleased with the exhiliarating air of the west.
He expected to see a small town but not a house could be seen. A few tents and a small liverv
barn made with rough boards constituted the city of Alliance.

Railroad Strike - As Mr. Slafter could always discern the beautiful in nature, he believed
this country would soon blossom as the rose. As that was the year of the big railroad strike
(1888) the engineer decided he would not move the train back east. So to return home was a
problem for the passengers. Engineers were not numerous in the west at that time.

After talking the matter over, one of the officials of the road decided he might, with
care, run the train back east far enough to employ an engineer. After bidding a few goodbyes,
they left for the East and arrived safely home without any accident.

A Serious Matter - Mr. Slafter was very anxious to move west at once. Having never lived
in the country, it was a serious matter for me to say, "Yes, we will go." At that time our
family consisted of four children. Cora, l6,Leila,8; two boys, one 14 and one 10 years old.
To take them away from school, church and Sunday school privileges seemed a very serious
matter, but we decided it was best to go. With abrave heart and a determined mind we began
to prepare for the West.



We chartered a railroad car,put all our belongings in it, which consisted of team,
wagon, ..., cow and one dozen chickens. Mr. Slafter had been informed while west that a sod
house could easily be built. So we decided to bring our furniture from seven rooms, also a
square Hallet & Davis piano

My Heart Sank Within Me - When we landed in Alliance with our carload of goods, my
heart sank within me. I said to Mr, Slafter, "We have certainly come to the jumping off
place." I will never forget that day. I sat down beside the livery barn, no shelter from the
burning sun and had a good cry. Please do not call me weak, but there was nothing to be seen
but a bleak prairie as far as the eye could reach.

Cora said to me, "Mamma, don't cry. We are here and will have to make the best of
it." A carload of goods, flour and provisions enough to last the family a year, with no shelter
from the sun or rain, was far beyond my expectation.

Built a Lean on the Side of the Livery Barn - Mr. Slafter finally purchased a few feet of
lumber and built a lean on the side of the livery barn, as the proprietor kindly advised him to
do. As soon as our little mansion was completed, our goods were packed into this room and
we were glad and rejoiced to have this shelter.

Mr. Slafter had expected to go into business in Alliance. But lots had advanced so in
price while he was away for the family that he decided we had better locate on a pre-emption
until we could make proof and then decide what would be best to do. About May first we
filed on a piece of land 31 miles west of Alliance, following the grading that had been done
west 21 miles, believing we would soon have aralkoadnear us and perhaps a good town in
the near future.

Coyoteso Snakes & Flies For Neighbors - We packed in our wagon the things we would
have to have and started for our land. We arrived there about noon, May 3, and atonce they
began setting in long poss. (?) We had a corral or a room 16 feet square with a rag carpet
drawn around it. One door was a strip of carpet. We had no roof for several days, but later
Mr. Slafter purchased enough pitch pine boards, that had been hauled from Pine Ridge, to put
a single layer of roof on our first house.

As our neighbors consisted only of coyotes, rattle snakes and flies, we drove some
stakes in the ground and fastened the canvas on them. This was one bed. Then they went to
work with a will, determined to raise all the crops possible that year. We succeeded in
breaking out about 20 acres. That was planted mostly to corn and enough potatoes were
planted for one winter's use. At digging time, our potatoes far exceeded our expectations.
We had 100 bushels of fine potatoes.



Prairie Fire! - The grass was fine until a prairie fire came upon us from the west. Fire
breaks were plowed in great haste, for we could see this flre coming for miles and miles
before it reached us. All the neighbor boys came to our assistance, as we knew nothing about
such a fire. We could notrealize how terrible it was, until the wind began to blow. Large
bunches of grass on fire would leap in the air far ahead of the burning grass, setting new fires
until everything was a mass of flames.

All began whipping the fire with sacks, wet from the barrels of water just hauled, until
all were completely exhausted. At last the fire passed us and we were very thankful that we
had saved 40 acres of grass for our horses and cow, as well as for all the neighbors.
Everything was fed on this grass,

The Wood & Water Question - lt was very discouraging for us to look over the country,
black as far as the eye could reach. We soon had a nice rain, grass began to grow and
everything looked beautiful again. We had an abundance of rain. Wild flowers were
beautiful everywhere. The blossoms of the different varieties of cactus were fine. The wood
and water question was the most serious then. We had to haul all the water we used 5 to 7
miles and wood was hauled 50 miles. What would our young people think if they had such
laborious tasks now?

Bridges Were Unknown - We had to ford the river near Dan Keeler's old place, for bridges
were unknown in those days. For wood, we had to go to the hills, where wood was plentiful.
It was nothing to see them return home with one lone tree of solid pitch, so large that they had
been compelled to remove the wheels on one side of the wagon, while with skids they would
work the tree on the wagon, so large that it would, with care, go between the standards.

Saving of the Wood - Will you believe me when I tell you that I was so saving of that wood
that I would sweep up everything that looked like a chip and burn it? Modesty forbids my
writing the fuel we gathered on the prairie to burn (buffalo chips?), putting some with our
wood that it might last as long as possible. Could you blame me? We became so worn and
tired of hauling our water from 5 to 7 miles, that Mr. Slafter began to dig a well, not knowing
the great depth he would be required to dig before reaching water.

Putting Down A Well - Large rocks were numerous, some so large they could not be taken
out only by drilling. He would cut through one only to find another larger. A young man by
the name of J. J. Anthony, a graduate of the Iowa State University, had come west with us,
taking a claim adjoining ours. As he owed Mr. Slafter quite a sum of money, he decided he
would put down this well. It took him fwo months to cut the rock and dig the well. At last
water was reached, at a depth of 104 feet, between two rocks. Pure, soft water was in
abundance. It was never pulled dry and no better water was ever drank.



Abundant Good Water - We purchased a rope and felt rich as far as water was concerned.
It was hard work but we were glad to get it at home. Everyone had water; no one was ever
refused. I have seen 40 head of cattle watered atthatwell.. It was extremely hard to pull
water from this deep well for cattle, with only buckets. I have seen parties curse and swear
when pulling water for the stock, because the well was so deep. I used to say to them, "If you
are not pleased, don't pull it up."

Building A Sod House - About July 15th, we began building our sod house. As Mr. Slafter
had not been accustomed to such laborious work, building a sod house proved to be more than
he could do alone, With the help of the young men that had taken claims near ours, our sod
house and barn were soon completed. All decided that this was the largest sod house in Box
Butte County atthattime. The walls were 3 feet thick and storms were common that year. To
protect our windows from hail stones, Mr. Slafter was compelled to nail boards together and
cover the windows every time we saw hail stones coming. It was nothing uncommon to see
hail stones as large as a good sized teacup, and many were larger.

80 Yards Of Handmade Carpeting - As soon as our sod house was completed, they
smoothed the ground floor, put straw over it and then put down a new rag carpet I had
completed before coming west. This was drawn tight and pegs of wood were driven around
the edges of the carpet. Our front room was 18x18. Two large rooms back of the front room
were partitioned off with carpets. I had made 80 yards, so we had plenty of new carpet. Our
house was nicely plastered on the inside and we soon began hauling our goods from Alliance
and placing them in the home.

My Wonderful Piano - Our piano was the center of attraction, it being the only one in the
west at that time. I call to mind a little incident that was rather amusing to us. Soon after we
had moved our piano out home, a young man about 18 years of age, astride a broncho, rode
up to our door. To all appearances, we judged him to be a cowboy, as the neighbors had
described them.

He looked to us as though he had been born and raised on the range,without water,
soap or comb. As he advanced, he jumped off his horse, saying in a loud voice, "Is this the
place where the folks have got a piamer? I want to see one of the critters they talk so much
about. What kind of a brand has it got on it?" Cora invited him in to look at it. He said,
"That's a dandy looker. What do you do with it?" My daughter replied that we played on it.
He told her he wanted to hear it play. After listening to one piece he said, "'That's good,
Cora, play some more." That was too much. She replied, "Miss Slafter if you please."



An Antelope For a Drink of Water- Cowboys would often call and ask for a drink of
water. One day a cowboy rode up to the house with a small antelope fastened to his saddle.
He told my daughter he would give her the antelope for a drink of water. She was delighted.
He won out and she received the antelope. After that we became more acquainted with the
cowboys and they were always gentlemen in every respect at our home.

A Sunday School - After oru house was completed, Mr. Slafter organized a Sunday School.
People came from every direction to attend and it was nothing uncommon to have 40 or 50 of
all ages. We used to wonder wfiere they all came from.

Malinda Post Office - Mr. Slafter began, late in the fall of 1888, to try and secure a Post
Office at our pre-emption. He succeeded about March, 1889. I had the honor of giving this
office my name, "Malinda." All travelers now passed by our door. No one was turned away
that wanted to stop at Malinda for water, fbod, or shelter.

A Light In The Distance - In the winter, Mr. Vickery of Gering was driving through to
Alliance, expecting to get to our house before dark. Snow had been falling and the ground
was covered. Mr. Vickery did not make our place as he had expected to, before dark, and he
was very much worried, as he could not keep to the road. Mr. Slafter took the lantern and
started out to the barn before retiring, as usual, so that he would know that the stock was all
right.

Mr. Vickery had about given up, believing he was doomed to a night on the prairie,
when he saw a light at a distance. He began to call "Hello." We heard some one coming at
full speed, yelling at every breath. He drove in, running over our cave and saying, "I am glad
to see you, whether you are to see me or not." After that, Mr. Slafter put up a pole and always
hung a lantern high at night so that travelers might find shelter.

Organizing the Christian Church - Mr Slafter drove to Gering many times to preach during
the fall and winter of 1888 and organized aChristian Church there. In the spring of 1889 Mr.
Slafter again planted a crop. On June 27,1889 our youngest daughter, Violan came to
brighten our home. We were getting comfortably situated and began to enjoy the life in the
west.

As we had so little rain, we could but think our crop would be a failure. Mr. Slafter
began to feel he was neglecting the Lord's word in this western country, so began to hold
services at different places. About July l't he began preaching in Bayard. All were very
anxious to have a Sunday School organized. His efforts were not in vain, for everyone
seemed greatly pleased with his work, and a Sunday School was organized. All were poor
and he did not expect a salary of $1,000.00 per year; it was strictly missionary,



The Photograph - A few dollars were gathered together from time to time to help the work,
Our only conveyance atthattime was a lumber wagon. In October, 1889, I decided to come
to Bayard with him and visit the little Sunday School that all had been enjoying. After
services and Sunday School were over , we all went out in front of the store building where
we had been holding services and had our picture taken by a Mr. Gray. Mr. Slafter was very
proud of our baby, Viola, so he held her up very high that she might be plainly seen in the
picture. (It's probably that picture in the newspaper article but it's not discernable) We
returned home, delighted with the nice Sunday School.

Crop Failure - Our crop on the pre-emption in 1889, was a failure. No rain at all had fallen
until the grass was brown. Mr. Slafter felt he could not remain on the claim, as we had
nothing to depend on for the winter. We were so comfortable then that to leave all was very
hard to do. Mr. Slafter could not haul wood 50 miles, because he was not able. We decided
to move nearer to wood as that would lighten our burden so much. We engaged Mr. Albert
wildy to move into our house and take the Post office during the winter.

Mitchell Valley - We then moved into Bud Chamber's house near Minatare. Mr. Slafter
driving to Gering and preaching there during the winter. In the spring of 1890, we moved on
a homestead in Mitchell Valley and lived there 4 years, enduring the hardships not
uncommon with others in the winter of 1890. The snow was very deep. No flour could be
had because it was impossible for men with teams to haul in flour and provisions to supply the
demand. We had plenty of wheat and used to dry it in the oven, then grind it very fine in a
coffee mill. We made bread and griddle cakes until flour could be had. It was very palatable,
as well as healthy. Try it.

Wheatlando Wyoming - We then went to Wheatland, Wyo., where Mr. Slafter preached for
two years. About the middle of March Mr. Slafter held a protracted meeting in Cheyenne and
at the close he was engaged to preach for the church there for one year. We moved to
Cheyenne, remaining there until his death July 23, L900, age 52 yearsr 6 monthso 10 days.
Mr. Slafter was chaplain of the I.O.O.F. in Cheyenne until his death. He was buried by the
order on July 23'd. Aneat tombstone marks his resting place in the beautiful I.O.O.F
Cemetery in Cheyenne.

Closes the Life of a Good Man - This closes the life of a good man, loved and respected by
all that ever knew him.-- Mrs. Marv M. Slafter
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Life Story Mary Malinda Covey

And Familv

Written & Compiled by Grand Daughtero Savilla Long Walton

Mary Malinda Covey was born on September L6, L852, at Mc Henry, Illinois. It was her
good fortune to be able to attend school and obtain a good education. She also learned how to
do all manner of fine needlework, tailoring, millinery work and cutting and sewing fur, besides
the usual homemaking arts. She studied piano and voice and was a faithful worker in the
Christian Church.

Marriage - Mary Malinda Covey was wed October 30, 1869, to Orren Augustine Slafter. He
was a fine, gentle natured, compassionate man. Everyone loved him. We have met many people
who knew him and they always said the same fine things about him. He was a light
complexioned, blue eyed man. Three of their children were light and three were dark. He was
a miller by trade before joining the ministry. He owned his orm flour mills at Minneapolis,
Minnesota. The family kept a flour sack with his mane and company stamped on it. His
granddaughter, Nellie Long Gamage did own it but we do not know who has it now.

FIRE! - The mills burned down and Orren decided not to rebuild. He completed his
preparations for the ministry and investigated the opportunities in western Nebraska. He took the
train there by himself and checked things out. He liked it and went home to make preparations
to move with his wife and familv of four children.

But The Railroad Never Came Through - They moved in July of 1888 and found that many
changes had taken place just since Orren had been there. Promoters had moved in when they
thought the railroad was coming through and land had reached much higher prices than they had
expected. They decided not to go into business, as originally planned, but filed on a pre-emption
about 31 miles from Alliance. They were given reason to believe the new Railroad would come
through the area. Definite plans had been made for their future, relying on the Railroad. But in
the meantime other forces had been at work and the Railroad did not come through as expected.

All The Comforts - Grandma Slafter told us often about the large sod house they built, with the
aid of nearby young men and their own two sons. It was said to be one of the largest sod houses
in the west.



The walls were three feet thick. There were four large rooms and a barn. When
Grandmother knew that she would share the great responsibility of moving west, she prepared as
best she could. One of her major projects was the making of 80 yards of carpeting. She told of
them packing the soil firmly, then covering it with a thick layer of straw. Over this was stretched
the carpet and pegs were used to fasten it along the wall. It was very satisfactory. She often
stated that no one who ever passed their door was turned away for want of water, food, or a place
to sleep.

Thirsty Cowboys - After a deep well was finally dug, the information that water was available
was soon widespread. Also that besides plenty of cool water, there was a lovely young lady there.
Cora was 16 years old, a high school graduate, and well educated in music. Consequently, there
were many thirsty young cowboys around.

Needed Supplies Scarce - As there was little wood or other heating material about, the family
would go out and bring in cow chips by the wagon loads. They would stack them carefrrlly to
keep them dry. There were also a lot of buffalo, and they would sometimes be forhrnate enough
to find a bedding down place with lots of chips. These burned nicely and were a big help in
heating their home.

Preaching - Grandpa drove the long distance to Gering, Nebraska, many times that first year and
organized the Christian Church there. He held private services all over, mostly in private homes.
They were always well attended. Grandma's voice and musical talents were greatly helpful to her
husband' s missionary endeavors.

Too Strenuous - The travel for preaching and work around the place was hard on Orren. He
was edging past middle age and had never been used to this strenuous type of labor. However,
being a minister, and having such a strong missionary urge within his heart, he struggled on. It
was through all this that the strong, determined nature of his loving wife was truly a blessing. She
too, had the missionary zeal.

Stage Coach Stop and Post Office - Late in the fall of 1888, Orren tried to have a United States
Post Office established at his pre-emption. This was accomplished in March of 1889 and the Post
Office was located half way between Gering and Alliance, Nebraska. It also served as a Stage
Coach stop for many years. The Post Office was officially named o(Malindao' - honoring Mary
Malinda Covey Slafter.

Another Daughter For The Family - They loved their home on the prairie and truly had every
comfort they could desire. Mary Viola was born while they lived there, increasing their family
to five children. Due to the crop failure because of the lack of rain, and lack of much pay for
preaching, the Slafter Family regretfully sold their place and moved to a place near Minatare,
Nebraska. However, Orren still preached in Gering that winter.



Moving The Piano - People thought Mary Malinda was crazy because she always insisted that
one wagon be used to carry her grand piano with them when they moved. The legs would be
removed and the piano would be placed across the wagon. It was made of solid mahogany.
Many years later, her youngest daughter's husband, who was a fine wood worker and carpenter,
made tables from the wood. In the spring they would move to Mitchell Valley and spend four
years there, where another son, Elmer Smith Slafter, was born.

Move To Wyoming - Then they were offered a pastorate at Wheatland, Wyoming. Again Mary
Malinda rose to the responsibility of preparing a pioneer home for her family. She still assisted
her husband with his duties, which were increasing daily.

Two years later Orren was offered the position of pastor of the Christian Church in
Cheyenne, Wyoming. Again the intelligence and determination of Mary came to the foreground.
By this time her children were older and needed better clothing. For this was a better position.
She was a church chorister and their daughter, Letla,was the organist. More entertaining became
necessary. Due to her early cultural training and abilities, she was able to carry them through
honorably.

Cora's Wedding - (newspaper clipping) On Tuesday Feb. 2I, I894,1\4r. William N. Ashford
wed to Miss Cora M. Slafter at Mitchell, Nebraska. Service conducted by Rev. O. A. Slafter.
Ceremony took place at home of the bride's parents at Mitchell, Nebraska. Being a very quiet
affair, the service conducted by the bride's father. The bride is an accomplished and estimable
young lady, and has been in educational work in this and adjoining counties. Mr. Ashford is one
of Banner County's best known citizens, the original founder of the town of Ashford. The
Courier extends it's congratulations and hopes they may live long and be huppy.

Leilaos Wedding - (newspaper clipping) On Thursday Eve, Feb 22,1900, Mr. Thomas
A. Foster to Miss Leila M. Slafter. A very pretty and quiet wedding occurred at the home of the
bride's parents, Rev. and Mrs. O. A. Slafter. The impressive ceremony was pronounced by the
bride's father. The bride is well known in Cheyenne, being highly esteemed by her many friends.
Mr. Foster is a promising young man from Illinois. He belongs to the U. S. Calvary. Mr. and
Mrs. Foster will remain in Cheyenne for the present.

Ray's Wedding - (newspaper clipping) Another thing which has caused considerable gossip is
the fact that our disciple Minister has suddenly cast aside his former single blessedness and
allowed himself to be carried away by one of Harrisville's most prominent and promising young
ladies. To the extent that they were married the morning of Feb. 2"d at 6:30 at the home of her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Render.



Rev. C. A. Cleeburger, M. A. (State Evangelist of the Disciples of Christ) officiating
minister. The bride, Miss Mattie Render, was neatly attired in blue brocade satin, trimmed with
black depointe lace and wore graypearl kid gloves. The groom, Rev. Ray A. Slafter, was attired
in a black Prince Albert suit with white tie. After refreshments were served, they took a short
trip, after rvhich they will return and take up the usual routine of life. May happiness and
prosperity attend them all the days of their life.

Orren's Too Early Death - Reverend Orren Augustine Slafter died on July 19th, 1900, in
Cheyenne, Wyoming, leaving Mary Malinda with two young children to raise. Although he was
quite young, we have found no mention of the cause of his death. He was buried in the LO.O.F.
Cemetery in Cheyenne, Wyoming.

Newspaper Obituary for Orren - "The funeral for the late Rev. O. A. Slafter of this city, took
place at the I.O.O.F. Hall, Lodge No. t. Sunday at2p.m. Rev. Morgan of the Church of Christ
preached the funeral discourse. The remains were interred in the I.O.O.F. Cemetery.

The deceased was well known and respected in this crty and was well known through out
the sumounding country generally. He was born in Mc Henry County, Illinois on January ...,
1849. He was married to Mary M. Covey of Mc Henry County, october 30,1869.

His widow and 6 children survive him. Three of the children reside with their mother in
this city: Mrs. T. A. Foster, Mary Viola, and Elmer Smith. The other three are widely separated.
His eldest daughter, Mrs. William Ashford of Ashford, Nebraska; Rev. Ray A Slafter of
...erlingville, New York, and Orren Herbert Slafter of Cleveland, Ohio. He also leaves two sisters
who survive him: one in Minnesota, the other in West Virginia.

His son, Rev. Ray A. Slafter with his wife and two children, arrived on the train Sunday
evening from the East, the interment having taken place six hows before his arrival. That was
to their solrow and disappointment, for, owing to errors in telegraphing, they did not know his
father was dead.

The other son, Orren Herbert, of Cleveland, Ohio, was unable to leave his home.

WIDOWHOOD - Mary Malinda Covey Slafter spent time with her two married daughters after
the death of her husband. In April of 1902, she took her two children, Elmer and Viola, and
moved to Gering, Nebraska. They rented a home next door to the property she later purchased.
She paid $3.20 a month until a total of $420.00 had been paid for the property she kept for many
years. It was here that she completed raising her children.



Misfortune for Leita and Cora - Leila's husband abandoned her and her baby, Nellie. And
Cora's husband died in 1901. Leila remarried to Clark Long and they settled in Gering, Nebraska
where Mary and children lived with them for a time. When Cora was widowed" Marv left Viola
with Clark and Leila and went to stay with Cora for a time.

The Millinery Shop - Under the need to support herself and her family, Mary gave both piano
and voice lessons, But her larger, and successful endeavor was to open a millinery shop where
she used her best skills in making beautiful hats for ladies. We are fortunate that two pictures
were taken of the inside of the shop, which see. Also, there are pictures ofher daughters wearing
very beautiful and extravagant hats, which their mother surely made for them.
An independent and successful business woman she was - ahead of her time!

Remarriage - After many years of widowhood, Mary Matinda married again. Two notices in
local papers resulted:

"Watkins/Slafter. Union mates well known pioneers of Valley. Thomas F. Watkins and
Mary Malinda Covey Slafter, in the presence of a few friends. They were married on the ITth day
of May, 1923 and then went on a wedding trip through Wyoming and Colorado. Both their
families were pioneers and had crossed over the same areas at about the same times."

The Courier Announcement - [Jnion mates well known pioneers of Valley. Married 17 May
1923, at Bayard on Wednesday of this week, Thomas F. Watkins and Mary M. Slafter. The
ceremony being pronounced by Pastor J. S. Spears of the Bayard Christian Church, in the
presence of a few friends. The happy couple departed the following day for a trip through
Wyoming and Colorado and will be at the home to their friends in Bayard following.Iune 1't.

This is truly a union of pioneers, each of principals having been residents of the Valley for
many years. Mr. Watkins has been a resident of Bayard since the establishment of the original
town, and engaged in various businesses there; but most recently operating a filling station. He
stands extremely well among the people who know him.

Mrs. Watkins was formerly the wife of O. A. Slafter, one of the pioneer ministers who
preached in Gering. Herself lived in this city many years; engaged in the millinery business and
through the early years was actively concerned in musical matters. The Courier has known each
of them for more than a quarter century and extends its congratulations and best wishes.

"Uncle Tom Watkinson - His wife had passed away a few years previously. He was a member
of the I.O.O.F. and she had been a member of the Rebekah Lodge for many, many years
They were happy together. He was a wonderful man and happily welcomed by her family.
Everybody liked "IJncle Tom Watkins." He passed away in 1928.



Newspaper Obituary: UNCLE ToM WATKINS DIES TUESDAY, FEB. 16

Old Timer Comes to Journeyos End Following Years of Failing Strength

Again we have been called upon to bid farewell to one of the pioneer settlers of this
community in the passing of Uncle Thomas Watkins. He was taken suddenly ill at midnight
Sunday withpneumonia and became unconscious shortly afterward, The higher call to life came
to him quietly and peaceably on Thursday afternoon at2:Ll,February 9,lgzl.

Thomas F. Watkins, son of Thomas and Mary Davis Watkins, was born at Swansea, Wales
on May 27, 1848, thus attained the age of 79 years 8 months and 13 days. When an infant, he
came to America with his parents, locating in Monroe County, Iowa. On December 31, 7877 he
was united in marriage to Elizabeth Turner. To this marriage were born three children: Ira H.,
of San Bernardino, Calif.; Roy, of California; the other dying in infancy and the mother followed
in death soon afterward.

On May 24,1886 he was married to Jennie S. Iles. To this union were born four children,
who died in infancy. On August 24,1889 this happy union was broken when she passed away
at their home at Lucas, Ia., avictim of typhoid fever.

In 1890 he located in Alliance, Nebraska. Six years later, August L2, 1896 he was again
united in marriage to Mary Nebraska Dual, who had the distinction of being the first white
woman born in Nebraska City, Nebraska. They lived happily together for 24 years, when this
union was broken up by her death n 1920.

Nearly 5 years ago, on May 17,1923, he was married to Mary M. Slafter, who had been
the wife of one of our deceased pioneer Christian ministers and who is left to mourn the loss of
a kind and loving husband.

Mr, Watkins came to Bayard in 1910, purchasing and operating the Commercial Hotel.
He had been active in the business and social life in the community until his health began to fail.
In the death of Tom Watkins, another man who has lived for a good many years in this
community has passed over the divide, and those who knew him best will mourn the departure
as his kindly disposition and bigness of heart towards those less fortunate than himself, made for
him many friends.

The funeral services were held at the Methodist Church Sunday under the auspices of the
Odd Fellows Lodge, conducted by Rev. Carter, pastor of the Church of Christ, was one of the
largest ever held in this city and gave mute testimony of the high esteem felt for the deceased and
his worthy family.



Another Newspaper Note On Mary - Mrs. T. F. Watkins, of Bayard, who is spending a period
of convalescence at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Clark Long, was not able to come dorvn to
register, but she proudly wore her 1888 Old Settler's Badge all day, and her name has been added
to the list. She is the widow of one of the pioneer ministers of this section, O. A. Slafter, the first
Christian preacher to hold services in the valley, - Gering Courrier.

Mary's Death - Mary Malinda lived until November, 1932, and was buried beside her first
husband, Reverend Orren Augustine Slafter, in the Odd Fellow's Cemetery, in Cheyenne,
Wyoming. She was 80 years of age when she died.
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The Courier Announcement - Union mates well known pioneers of Valley. Married 17 May
1923, at Baymd on Wednesday of this week, Thomas F. Watkins and Mary M. Slafter. The
ceremony being pronounced by Pastor J. S. Spears of the Bayard Christian Church, in the
presence of a few friends. The happy couple departed the following day for a trip through
Wyoming and Colorado and will be at the home to their friends in Bayard following June 1".

This is truly a union of pioneers, each of prinoipals having been residerrts of the Valley for
many years. Mr. Watkins has been a resident of Bayard since the establishment of the original
town, and engaged in various businesses there; but most recently operating a filling station. He
stands extremely well among the people who know him.

Mrs. Watkins was formerly the wife of O" A. Slaftet one of the pioneer ministers who
preached in Gering. Herself lived in this city many years; engaged in the millinery business and
through the early years was actively concerned in musical matters. The Courier has known each
of them for more than a quarter century and extends its congratulations and best wishes.

"Uncle Tom Watkins" - His wife had passed away a few years previously. He was a member
of the I.O.O.F. and she had been a member of the Rebekah Lodge for many, many years
They were happy together. He was a wonderful man and happily welcomed by her family.
Everybody liked "IJncle Tom Watkins." He passed away in 1928.
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PARAM.OUNT RECONSTRUCTION COM..PANY
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De'e .  Is t .  f9?0 '

f em senf,lng Jpn a f-ittle C?rristrnas

gr,eetlng, I hoPe that it cl"oes not

d.issa,point yau, and lf I may, f woul-d.

f.ike to sug.gest that you &s not part

with lt unLess you are eomBellect' to

i!,o s:o &s its actual value is s,s lnillcatecl

on its face and. by I9AA lf not sooner

it wtL]" bo cloubLe its inctleated. vaLue"

I am sornewhat p:resseil for tLme iu.st

now ancl f mnst ask You not feel hurt

lf I i l .o not wrlte a very Long lotter

this tftme I w111 cLo more as soon &,s

I  can,

Ioveingly your Dfo.
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_- Mfldred M. Slafter waa born
$oy, 2t, 1898, manied. to Elrner
S. Slafter April 18, 191?, died Jan.
18, 1938, at Portland, Or-egon, aged.
qg years, 1. month'and 

-28'days.

l;ne leaves to mourrr her loss trer
husband, Elmer $. Slafter of Mit-
ghelr vaflefi-ffin]6iftlren: Mrs.
lftfeinie weifrb:ffiil6T-bF-Scotts-

ffi#+.f""?"-S#;"ffi;
ltrreg brothers, Ra:rmond and Eaii
Jleefey of Gering; and Gladwin
Neeley of Sdottsbluff; and numer-
ous other relatives arid friends.

uirgr.nia weinffieler--3T--scotts_

ffig.?f';","9#ffieffi";ffilt:ffi6ff-vaneyt-=bubt; E a."*""-
-ed; _one grand6liif4 

-Dajad 
Wein-

.,n{ittrga beCamE a memter otthe, Methodist rhurci, 
-iT-tfrJ 

sseg{ 12 -years. she was i friiroteoChristian, _ always s#ee[ Iivanregnd gheerful. ..St_r. again'riiewea
hgr fait^tr in God 

-Auhni 
lti: r"utillneF,s, and was +a$;Erv-irppyby. the beautifut 6frulcfi ilusiciwhich sh-e Loved tq liear-;*r*" tt.radio at her bedside.----

Ile ltlemory
$ nrgeioua one {tgm,us has gone
1 voice we toved ii stiJreiil" 

*
,r' _p.tace is v3cant in our hbmesIrhich nevei can tG tuieli]"'"'

$-od !n.His wisdom .has recalled.
{he_ Q_oon IIis love haa 

-4";:

q1_Foush the b;dy-G ?iliiiis
nerg,

IIer soul is safe in heaven
t{orlrsR.

-_ I{er death occurred following an
illness which extended over sev-
gral months. She and her husband.
had been on the rrnrest coast ioi
some time in the hope that a miLd-
er climate rnight prbve beneficial.
The funeral Was hel.d from the
Ulethodist church in Gerine. -ttii

;service being condueted bv"'Il,ev.
!. V. Slocumb of lfimbalt and
Rev. I'. C. I'ried.erich of this eity.
fnterrnent followed in lillestlawn
cemetery.
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[ Oensus

l. -1860 Vot.25 page opp.l43 pC O, Ostend, htc Henry Co, fll.
1 tttame age occupation property
I M George Ltlly 73 farner $21000 $200
I F Sarnantha 63
I In the same Census but with the p.O. Mc Henry weres
[: 

.M Jonathan Covey 54 Shoemaker S5OO SfOO
I F Gynthta 49
t next house
f M J.M. Sheffleld 59 carpenter
f F Hennrietta 5l
t .  F  Luc ina 19
I F Laura 14
t F Cynthia Dlckinson 33
I  

'M 
Alber t  7

t M Jutius 5
I F Ane1ia 4
F

F
l. next house llving alone
I f F Mary Habbord (?) T2
t F  r  nea rby
t t" I M Smlth Covey 42 Brtckmaker $2rO00 $lr5@
tN. \  F Char tot te  40
| \  \ uJona than  L7
t $ " l F M a r y  I
f I \/ lI Herbert 3
I F I F lousta Jennett (?) 20.Domesttc
t li ; near by
I A I f'| E,D. Slafter 45 farrner
f A ;  F M a r l a  3 5
I \ i  M O r r e n  l t
[ ' r  F E m l l y  7
I 

'.. F Ruba (that, s Ruby) 5

l88O Census
M Slgftar.

l,{lnneapoLis, Hennepin Co. t,linn.
Orren A. 3l husband llttler

born father b. place
r l l .  N .Y.
I l l .  N.Y.
I l l .  r l t ,
r l l .  I l l .
l .{ lnn. I l l .

birthplace

Tnr.

N.Y,
Ohlo

Ohto
N.Y .
Ohio
r11 .
Ohio

Iu-

C,onn.

NrY.
0hio
13tr Ohlo
l l l .
r l l .

N.Y.

N.Y.
Ohlo
I  t l .
r  l l .
Wis.

mother b. pl.
Ohlo
Ohlo
I I I .
r l l .
I l  l .

F
F
M
t,

,, l,tlary ,r.f. 27 wife

., Cora l''!. 9 dau
,, Ray A, 7 son

Orren H.
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M R I N :  1 5 Fam Group Record Paoe '1  o f

Husband Orren Ausustine SLAFTER r93)
JOrn

I I .Ian 1849
' lace

ireenwood, McHenry, IL LDS Ordinance dates Temple

lhristened ) lace Baptised

8 Jun 1957 LANGE
Jteq

19 .Iul 1900
) lace

lhevenne. Laramie, WY
tnooweo

5 Dec 1957 LANGE
Bufled

22 Jul 1900
, tace

lheyenle, Laramie, WY
Sealed to Parents

I 993 SDIEG
lvlarfled

30 Oct 1869
' tace

McHerur,. McHeruv. IL
Jealed to Spouse

17 Dec 1959 LANGE
Husband's father

Eliiah Dexter SLAITER
Husband's mother

Maria Lucretia LILLY

Wife Marv Malinda COVEY (e4)
JOrn

l 6  Sep  1852
' tace

\4cHenrf,, McHeru1, IL LDS Ordinance dates Temple

lhristened ) lace Baptrsed

8 .Iun 1957 LANGE
LJIEO

20 Nov 1932
, tace

-iering, Scotts Blu11, NE
:nOOWeO

l  l  Dec 1957 LANGE
tsuned

23 Nov 1932
) lace

lhevenne. Laranie. WY
Sealed to Parents

Wife's father

Smith CO\EY
Wife's mother

Charlotte SHEFFIIILD

Children LDS Ordinance dates Temple

F
!ame

Sora Mav SLAFTER (e5)
JOrn

l 3  Jan  I87 l
' tace

McHerury, McHemy, IL
bapilseo

8 .hur 1957 LANGE
lhristened ) l a c e Endowed

I 9  Dec  1957 LANCiE
uteo

24 Oat 1953
"tace jealed to parents

l 7  Dec  1959 LANCiE
ipouse

Vlarried ' tace Sealed to spouse

Sex

M
N a m e

Rov Auc,ustine SLMTER (e6)
born

21 Jan 1813
) lace

Mcl-lem,. Mcl-Ieruv. IL
Baptised

8 Jun 1957 LANC}E
lhrastened ) lace trnooweo

4 .Ian 1958 LANCiE
Jteo

14 Sep l93l t
' tace Sealed to parents

l 7  Dec  1959 LANCiE
ipouse

!4arried ' lace Sealed to spouse

DEX

M
Name

OrrenFler-bert SLAITER (e7)
JOrn

l9  Feb 1877
' lace

?r'inoeton. Mil1e Lacs, MN
bapltseq

8 .Iun 1957 LANCiE
lhristened ) lace Lndowed

5 Dec 1957 LANGE
Died

21 Jant932
) lace Sealed to parents

17 Dec 1959 LANGE
Spouse

Vlarned ) lace Sealed to spouse

Prepared by

Wilbru-& Domra Bliss
Address

19169 Monter"y Street

Hesoeria. CA 92345-61 48

I  e lephone

619-941-s308
Date prepared

21 Feb 1996
Relationship
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Husband Orren Ausustine SLAFTER (93)

t/vife Marv Malinda COVEY e4)
Childfen (continuedr LDS Ordinance dates Tcrnple

sex
n

Name

Leila Malinda SLMTER ( 1  l )
Born

8 Mav 1881
Place

Minneapolis, Hennepin, MN
raprseq

3 Jun 1957 LANGE
Christened )lace :nOoweq

l 1  Dec  1957 LANGE
Dred

7 Nov i 954
Place

Los Alamitos. Orange, CA
iealed to parents

l7  Dec 1959 LANGE
Spouse
Clark Varnum LONG
l\4arried

14 Aus 1901
Place

Evanston, tlinta, WY
iealed to spouse

l7 Jul  1965 LANGE
Jex

F
Name

Marv Viola SLAFTER (e8)
Born
28 Jun 1889

)lace

vlalinda, Box Butte, NE
Saptised

Christened -ndow€d

Died )lace jealed to parents

lpouse

vlarried ) lace Sealed to spouse

-ex

M
Name

Elmer Smith SLAFTER (ee)
Sorn
i 2 Nov 1893

) lace

Mitchell, Scotts Bluft, NE
Baptised

lhristened )lace -ndowed

)ied )lace Sealed to parents

Spouse

Mildred Maude NEELEY
Marf led

8 Aor  1917
)lace

3erins, Scotts Bluft, NE
jealed to spouse
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HUSBAND orren Augustine SLAFTER-93 LDS ORDINANCE DATA

BORN: 11 Jan 1849
C H R . :
DIED:  19  JuL 1900
BUR.: 22 Jut 19OO
MARR: 30 oct '1869

FATHER: ELijah Dexter SLAFTER-186
MoTHER: Maria Lucretia LILLY-187

PLACE : Greenwmd, McHenry, IL
PLACE:
PLACE: Cheyenne, Laramie,t lY
PLACE: Cheyenne, Larami e,l.lY
PLACE: McHenfy,McHenry, IL

B: 8 Jun 1957 LANGE
E: 5 Dec 1957 LANGE

SP: 1993 SDIEG
SS: 17 Dec 1959 LANGE

PARENTS' MRIN: 5

I,,IFE Mary l'lalinda C0VEY-94

BoRN: 16 Sep 1852
a H o  -

DIED: 20 Nov 1932
BUR.: 23 Nov 1932
FATHER: Smith C0VEY-2189
MOTHER: CharLotte SHEFFIELD-Z190

PLACE: McHenry,McHenry,  I -
PLACE:
PLACE: Ger ing,Scot ts BLuff  ,NE
PLACE: cheyenne, Laram i e, l,lY

B: 8 Jun 1957 MNGE
E: 11 Dec 1957 LANGE

SP: Pre-1970

t{ ottt* vnan t'taptal
PARENTS' MRIN: 604

J/-.t^^^t Jn r^tC U1AA,.
CHILDREN

1. NAME: cora l'lay SLAFTER-95
- BoRN' 13 Jan 1871

F  C H R . :
DIED:. 24 oct 1953
B U R . :
SPOUSE:
MARR:

PLAcE: McHenry,McHenry, IL
PLACE:
PLACE:
PLACE:

PLACE:

B: B Jun 1957 LANGE
E: 19 Dec '1957 LANGE

SP: 17 Dec 1959 LANGE

S S :

2. NAME: Ray Augustine SLAFTER-96
- BoRN' 27 Jan 1873
M  C H R . :

DIED: 14 sep 1938
B U R . :
SPOUSE:
MARR:

PLACE: McHenry,McHenry,  I -
PLACE:
PLACE:
PLACE:

PLACE:

B: B Jun 1957 LANGE
E: 4 Jan 1958 LANGE

SP: 17 Dec 1959 LANGE

S S :

3. NAME: orren Herbert SLAFTER-97
- BoRN' 19 teb 1877
M  C H R . :

DIED: 21 Jan 1932
B U R . :
SPOUSE:
MARR:

PLACE: Pr inceton,Mi LLe Lacs,MN
PLACE:
PLACE:
PLACE:

PLACE:

B: 8 Jun 1957 LANGE
E: 5 Dec 1957 LANGE

SP: 17 Dec 1959 LANGE

S S :

4. NAME: Lei la MaLinda SLAFTER-11
- BORN: B May 1881

F  C H R . :
DIED: 7 Nov 1954
BUR. :  15  Nov 1954
SPOUSE: CLark Varnum LONG-10
MARR: 14 Aug 1901

PLACE: Mi nneapoLis, Hennepin, MN
PLACE:
PLACE: Los ALamitos,orange,cA
PLACE: Gering,Scotts BLuff ,NE

PLACE: Evanston,Uinta, l lY

B: B Jun 1957 LANGE
E: 11 Dec 1957 LANGE

SP: 17 Dec 1959 LANGE

MRIN:  3
SS: 17 iul 1965 LANGE

t,iLbur & Donna BLiss
19169 Montery Street
Hespenia, cA 92345-6748

Phone:619-947-5308

Relationship to:

Husband

r,ri f e Date pnepared: 21 Feb 1996
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HUSBAND onnen Augustine SLAFTER-93
I^,IFE Mary Malinda C0VEY-94

Yr of Birth 1849
Yr of Birth 1852

CHILDREN (cont inued)

5. NAME: Mafy Viola SLAFTER-98
- BoRN' 28 Jun 1889 PLACE: Malinda,Box Butte,NE

F CHR. :  PLACE:
DIED:  PLACE:
BUR. :  PLACE:
SPOUSE:
MARR: PLACE:

B :
E :

S P :

S S :

6. NAME: E[mer Smith SLAFTER-99
- BORN: 12 Nov 1893 PLACE: MitchelL,Scotts BLuff,NE
M CHR. :  PLACE:

DIED:  PLACE:
BUR. :  PLACE:
SPOUSE: Mi[dred Maude NEELEY-175
MARR: B Apr 1917 PLACE: Gering,Scotts BLuff,NE

R .

E :
S P :
has other marriage(s)
MRIN:  39
S S :

w w


