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THE PURPOSE OF THIS BOOKLET

We are putting these booklets together on our ancestors, not for the purpose of
aiding in my genealogical research, although there migbt be that possibitity for some
reader$. We are not making an effort to include all the name$, dates, and places we
might discover if we searched. We do not want to take ttrat much time because of the
magrritude of our task.

Our intention is to preserve the life stories of our ancestors as completely as wo
cal. The fanrily fraditions, anecdotsn and accomplishments that might be lost to our
posterity ifwe donot record th€m. fircre are also mementoes, certificates, photographs,
especially photographsn that migfut be forever lost ifwe don't find a $ray to share them.
firis is our effort to do so.

We feel it is not an accident that so many family records have ended up in our
hands from both sides of our faurilies. We f,eel we have them because we will take care
ofthe,m and share,thefin. We are getting old qnd we realize that if we die without doing
something aborrt those famity treasures, they will probably not be preserved for future
generations. trVeore not:sur€ how to share tfuem but preparing these books and booklet$
is at loast the first step. Our children or grandctrildren may have to take it from tlrere
and we trust that they will. Tkl/r-*' & * ,&on n', .ZrtLr, frl;.*
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IN MY FATHER'S HOUSE

No, not cold, beneath the grasses,
Not close-walled, utithin the tomb;
Rather, in my Father's mansion,
Living in another room,

Liaing, lihe the one who loues rne,
Lihe my child with cheehs abloom,
Out ol sight, at d,esk or school-book,
Busy in another room,

Nearer than my son whont' lortune
Beckons where the strd,nge lands loom;

lust behincl the hanging curtain,
Serving in another room,

ShaII I d,oubt my ltather's mercy?
ShaU I think ol death as d,oom,
Or the stepping o'er the threshold'
To a bigger, brighter room?

ShaII I blame my Father's wisdont?
Shall I sit enswathed, in gloom,,
When I know my loaes are hoppy,
Waiting in the other room?

Rosunr Fnnpnren

fl/ur* o* /C".*2' r'3*'2"*-

a/YL,  .
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Fot

BELLE BORDEN

Born

June jo,  tQoS

Passecl awal

September t7, tg63

Seraicet beld at

Hillstde Chapel
Septernber 19. t96g

Officiant

Bithop V. lay Spongberg

Final Retting Place

Rorc Hillt A4emorial Parh

Soloist; Faye Kerner
Organist: Jeanette Cox
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L]FE STORY OF JESSE RALPH WALTON

o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  m y  e i g h t i e t h  b i r t h d a y ,  a n d  l . o t s  o f  t i m e s
b e f o r e  t h a t ,  s e v e r a l -  o f  t h e  B l i s s  a n d  J o n e s  c l a n s  h a v e  a s k e d
f o r  m y  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  s o  r  a m  h e r e w i t h  a c c o m m o d a t i n g  w i t h
t h i s  m e m e n t o .  o n l y  a f t e r  r  h a d  b e g u n  a n d  m a d e  s o m e  c o n s i d -
e r a b l e  p r o g r e s s ,  d i d  I  d i s c o v e r ,  a m o n g  m y  t h j - n g s ,  t w o  o t h e r
s t a r t s  a t  r e c o r d l n g  m y  h i s t o r y .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  r e p e a t s ,
bu t  a lso  some new i -n fo rmat ion  in  each account  and perhaps
w i t h  D o n n a ' s  a n d  A n d r e a ' s  a s s i s t a n c e  t h e y  c a n  b e  c o m b i n e d
j - n t o  a  b e t t e r  a c c o u n t  t h a n  a n y  o n e  w o u l d  b e  s t a n d i n g  b y
i t s e l - f  .

F i r s t ,  a  b i t  o f  f a m i l y  b a c k g r o u n d .  M y  f a t h e r ,  J a m e s  R a l p h
W a l - t o n  o f  l l l j - n o i s  o r  M i s s o u r i ,  w e , s  o r p h a n e d  a n d  o n  h i s
o w n  a t  a g e  t w e l v e  w i t h  o n l y  a  f o u r t h  g r a d e  e d u c a t i o n .  H e
l - o v e d  g e o g r a p h y  a n d  t r a v e l  a n d  t h e y  b e c a m e  a  l a s t i n g  i n f r u -
e n c e  o n  h i s  l - i f e .  B u t  f i r s t  h e  w a s  a  f a r m h a n d  i n  t h e  m i d w e s t .
La ter  he  even had h is  own smal - l  fa rm wh ich  he  so l -d  in  o rd .e r
t o  m o v e  t o  n o r t h w e s t  w a s h i n g t o n  a t  s a m i s h  L a k e  n e a r  B e l l i n g -
h a m ,  w a s h i n g t o n .  A b o u t  1 9 0 4  o r  1 9 0 5  h e  w a s  m a r r j - e d  t o  s  j - x t e e n
y e a r  o l - d  c a t h e r i n e  ( D o l l y )  R e i d  d a u g h t e r  o f  J a m e s  p e t e r
R e i d  a n d  H o n o r a h  B u r d o n  ( o r  B o u r d . o n ) ,  w h o  h a d  t h i r t e e n
c h i l d r e n  ( a n d  m o t h e r  v i a s  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h ) ,  a l t  o f  w h o m  d i e d
a t  e a r l y  a g e s .  T h e  R e i d s  w e r e  I r j _ s h  A m e r i c a n  f r o m  C o r k
a n d  D u b ] i n  c o u n t i e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  f r v e  b e e n  t o l d  J a m e s  R e i d
w a s  a  b o o t m a k e r  o r  c o b b l e r .  f , l y  m o t h e r ' s  s i s t e r ,  A u n t  A n n i e
R o y a l t y  ( m a r r i e d  t o  R o b e r t  R o y a t t y )  d i e d  a b o u t  L 9 L 6 ,  p r o b a b l y
i n  C r a i g ,  A l a s k a .  D o l l y  d i c d  a t  a g e  t h i r t y - e i g h t  ( 3 8 ) ,  s o
h e r  b i r t h  y e a r  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  1 8 9 0 .  M o t h e r  w a s  b o r n  i n  c f e v e -
L a n d ,  O h i o .  S h e  d i e d  a t  T a c o m a ,  W a s h i n g t o n .

The account  wr j - t ten  some years  dgo,  when perhaps  my memory
w a s  b e t t e r ,  s t a t e s  t h a t  m y  d a d  w a s  o r p h a n e d  a t  a g e  t e n  a n d
h i s  g r a n d p a r e n t s  d i e d  w h e n  h e  w a s  a g e  t w e l v e ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  h e
was a . l -one in  the  wor - ld .  I t  a lso  says  he  l_os t  h is  fa rm in
W a s h i n g t o n  d u e  t o  p o o r  c r o p s .

T h e  y o u n g  c o u p l e  l - i v e d  a t  o r  n e a r  B e l l i n g h a m ,  w h a t c o m  c o u n t y ,
W a s h i n g t o n ,  w h e r e  f  w a s  b o r n  o n  J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  L 9 0 1 ,  e i g h t e e n  ( 1 8 )
m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e  b i r t h  o f  m y  s i s t e r  B e l - l e .  A t  a b o u t  a g e  o n e ,
b e c o m m i n g  t i r e d  o f  l i v i n g  i n  B e l l i n g h a m ,  I  p r e v a i l e d  u p o n  m y
p a r e n t s  t o  m o v e  t o  W r a n g e l l ,  A l a s k a .  A c t u a l l y ,  w h a t  1 e d  t h e
f a m i l y  t o  t h a t  u n l i k e l y  p l a c e  w a s  t h a t  m y  m o t h e r r s  s i s t e r ,
Ann ie ,  had mar r i -ed  a  man named Rober t  Ro1 'a11O und fo r  whatever
r e a s o n ,  t h e y  h a d , m o v e d  t h e r e .  I  p r e s u m e  t h a t  w a s  t h e  r e a s o n
m y  p a r e n t s ,  g r a n d m o t h e r ,  s i s t e r ,  a n d  m y s e l f  m o v e d  u p  t h e r e .
S h o r t l y  a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  t h e r e ,  m y  p a r e n t s  w e r e  d i v o r c e d ,  t h e
r e a s o n  f o r  w h i c h  I  h a v e  n e v e r  q u i t e  k n o w n .

P o p ,  t h e  n a m e  I  a l w a y s  c a l l e d  m y  f a t h e r ,  b a t c h e d  u p  t h e r e  s o
a s  t o  g e t  t o  s e e  h i s  k i d s  o n c e  i n  a  w h i l - e .  H e  w a s  a  f r e e  l _ a n c e
l o g g e r  a n d  t i m b e r  f e l l - e r .  H e  c u t  t r e e s  c l - o s e  t o  t h e  w a t e r
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and made booms of 1o,gs which he then towed to. th.e Wran'gle
sarymi l l  w i th  h is  l i t t le  pu t -pu t  he  ca l led  "Rooter " .  Mother
be,came, a wait : :eSs after the separat ion at the one and onl^y
hote l  in  Wrange lJ - ,  the  Grant  Hote l ,  owned by  a  Johnny Grant -
This lef t  my sister and me to the dayt ime care of our maternal
g randmother .

As t ime passed and I  grew to the point where I  could. move
about  on  my own power ,  I  found myse l f  most ly  as  f ree  as  a  b i rd
because my grandma *as  a  devoted  fan  o f  pu lp  maga2 ines ,  espec-
ia l l y  Westerns ,  and pa id  l i t t le  a t ten t ion  to  my comings  and
go ings .  The nearby  schoo lgrounds and reservo i r  and bay  wefe
my p laygrounds.  A  pa i r  o f  b ro thers ,  f r iends  I  made,  had a
round-bottomed rowboat with two sets of oars and we wou]-d
go out into the bay and wait  for the weekly steamship to come
and go so  we cou ld  r ide  in to  her  wake and ge t  the  th r j - l l s  o f
a  ro l le r -coas ter .  None o f  us  cou ld  swim,  bu t  tha t  danger
d i d n r t  e n t e r  o u r  m i n d s .  W e  j u s t  h a d  f u n !  T h e s e  f r i e n d s  n a m e s ,
by the wdv, were Arnol-d and Henry Ronning. During those early
days  I  became qu i te  a  p ro f i c j -en t  oarsman,  a  sk i l l  tha t  never
] .e f t  me.

I  remember ,  as  a  youngster ,  p ick ing  w i ld  s t rawber r ies ,  sa lmon-
ber r ies ,  th imb leber r ies ,  b lackber r j -es ,  huck leber r ies ,  and
huck leber r ies  -  A lso  the  new b lackber ry  shoots  we ca l1ed ch j - I *
l - ions .  I  remember  my s is te r  Be l le  as  a lways  be ing  in  my ha i r
because she wanted  to  be  w i th  the  boys .  Pes ty !

A t  Wrange l l  there  was a  sawmi l - l  and  in  an  in le t  nearby ,  the
supp ly  o f  logs  to  be  made in to  lunber  were  loose ly  he ld -  We
boys would wal"k on the logs from the mi l I  to the land or back
and fo r th  as  we might  be  inc l j -ned to  do ,  and i t  was  there  I
f i r s t  learned fear  o f  water .  One day  I  s l ipped and fe l l  be-
tween the  logs ,  wh ich  prompt ly  c losed over  me.  Pan j -c  g r ipped
me and I  went under twice. As I  came up the next t ime I  fel t
and grabbed a pole that was extended to me by one of my fr iends
and was pu l led  up-onto  a  1og.  I  managed to  ge t  back  to  land
and never  aga in  ventured  across  those log  booms.  I  was  aboub
for.rr teen ( 14 )  years old bef ore I  got up enough courage to
learn  to  sw im.

I  reca l - l  p ick ing  up  used gunny sacks  and wh isky  f lasks  and
se l l ing  them to  Mr .  Grant  who pa id  me and had me put  them in
h is  warehouse where  I  "accumufa ted"  a  few more  sacks  fo r  la te r
s a l e  t o  M r .  G r a n t .

My mother worked such l-ong hours we hardly ever saw her.  In
fac t ,  I  don ' t  remember  see ing  her  dur ing  any  week day .  She
was always very t i red when she was home so there was very
.]- i t t le comraderie between her and us chi ldren-

I  started school-  i -n Wrangef l ,  though have no f i rm memory of
any  par t i cu la r  teacher .  I  was  good a t  spe l l ing ,  so  i t  was
my* f *avor i te  sub jec t .  I  can ' t  remember  hav ing  any  pe ts  in
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W r a n g e l J ,  o r  a n y  t o y s  e x c e p t  t h e  w h e e l - s .  I t  w a s  t h e n  c o m m o n
f o r  l i t t l - e  b o y s  t o  t a k e  a n  o l d  b u g g y  w h e e l  a n d  a  p j - e c e  o f  w o o d
w i t h  a  c r o s s  s t i c k  t o  g u i d e  t h e  w h e e l s  w j _ t h  a s  t h e y  r a n .
B o y ,  I  s u r e  c h a s e d  t h a t  w h e e f  a r o u n d ,  u p  a n d  d o w n  h i ] l s  a n d
e v e r y w h e r e .  r  t h i n k  i t  o n e  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  r  h a v e  a l - w a v s  h a d
g o o d  l o c o m o t i o n .

f  r e m e m b e r  o n e  t i m e  w h e n  a b o u t  s i x  o r  s e v e n  y e a r s  o l - d .  M y
m o t h e r  u s u a l l y  s e n t  t o  S e a r s  o r  M o n t g o m e r y  W a r d s  f o r  n e w
c l o t h i n g .  r  r e m e m b e r  w a t c h i n g  t h e  m o n e y  b e i n o  p r a c e d  j - n  a n
e n v e l o p e  w i t h  t h e  o r d e r  a n d  p u t  u p  o n  a  s h e l f  o r  m a n t l e .  I
g o t  i n t o  t h a t  a n d  w e n t  d o w n  t o w n  a n d  b o u g h t  m y s e l f  a  s i n g l e
s h o t  2 2  r i f  l - e  a n d  s e v e r a l  b o x e s  o f  s h e l l s .  T h a t  w a s  m y
j - n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  f i - r e a r m s .  r  h a d  a  h e c k  o f  a  g o o d  t i m e  w i t h
t h a t .  I  g o t  m y  h i d e  t a n n e d  o v e r  i t  t o o  a n d  o n l y  h a d  i t  f o r
a  d a y  o r  s o .  I  b e l - i e v e  t h e  s t o r e  o w n e r  g o t  h e c k  f o r  s e l l i n g
r t  t o  m e  t o o .

M y  m o t h e r ' s  s i s t e r ,  A u n t  A n n i e ,  l o c a t e d  i n  J u n e a u  a n d  s t a r t e d
a smal - l  home bakery .  she  preva i led  upon rny  mother  and grand-
m o t h e r  t o  j o i n  h e r  i n  h e r  v e n t u r e  a n d  i t  w a s  t h e r e  I  h a d  m y
f i r s t  a u t o m o d a i l e  r i d e ,  w i t h o u t  p l e a s u r e .  f  w a s  s t a n d i n g  o n
t h e  s i d e w a f k ,  i d l i n g  a w a y  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  f  s u d d e n l y  f o u n d  m y s e l f
p r o p e l l e d  f r o m  b e h i n d  b y  a n  u n k n o w n  b o y  o f  a b o u t  m y  o w n  a g e .
r  t u m b f e d  h e a d f i r s t  i n t o  t h e  h u b  o f  a  p a s s i n g  h o r . s e - d r a w n  w a g o n .
I  f o u n d  o u t  l a t e r  t h a t  I  w a s  k n o c k e d  u n c o n s c i o u s  a n d  t h a t  t h e
w a g o n  h i n d  w h e e l s  r a n  o v e r  m y  s t o m a c h .  E n t e r  t h e  A u t o m o b i f e .
T h e  o w n e r s  s t o p p e d ,  p i - c k e d  m e  u p  a n d  f o u n d  o u t  f r o m  m e  t h a t  I
w a s  t h e  s o n  o f  a  b a k e r y  o w n e r .  J u n e a u  w a s n l t  t o o  b i g  i n  t h o s e
d a y s ,  s o  t h e  c a r  o w n e r s  f o u n d  t h e  b a k e r y  a n d  g a v e  m e  t o  t h e
care  o f  Grandma.  My mother  was such a  smal - l  woman tha f  the
a t t e n d i n g  d o c t o r  k e p t  t e l l i n g  h e r  " S t a y  o u t  o f  t h e  w a y ,
I j - t t l - e  g i r 1 .  "

K e t c h i k a n  a f s o  b e c a m e  m y  h o m e  f o r  a  s h o r t  t i m e ,  b u t  r  r e m e m b e r
v e r y  l i t t l e  o f  t h a t  c i t y .  r  g u e s s  m y  m o t h e r  b e c a m e  c o n c e r n e d
t h a t  s h e  c o u l - d n ' t  l o o k  a f  t e r  u s  p r o p e r l y  w h i ] e  w o r k i - n g  s u c h
l o n g  h o u r s .  r  n e v e r  k n e w  f o r  s u r e  t h a t  s h e  h a d  b e e n  t o r d  o f
m y  n e a r  d r o w n i n g - - c e r t a i - n 1 y  I  h a d n ' t  m a d e  i t  k n o w n  t o  h e r .
B u t  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  g u n  e p i s o d e  a n d  s h e  m u s t  h a v e  d e c i d e d  d r a s t i c
m e a s u r e s  w e r e  n e c e s s a r y .  s h e  s e n t  B e l l e  t o  a  c o n v e n t  s c h o o l
f o r  g i r l s  a t  N a n a i m o ,  B r i t i s h  c o t u m b i a  a n d  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r
s e n t  m e  t o  s t .  A n n e ' s  B o y s  c o n v e n t ,  a  c a t h o l i c  b o a r d i - n g  s c h o o f
f o r  b o y s  u n d e r  a g e  f o u r t e e n  ( I 4 ) ,  a t  e u a m l c h a n , 8 . C . ,  V a n c o u v e r
r s l a n d .  A f t e r  h a v i n g  l - e d  a  H u c k l e b e r r y  F i n n  e x i s t e n c e  u p  t o
t h i s  p o i n t ,  i t  s u i t e d  m e  n o t  a t  a l l -  t o  f i n d  m y s e l f  u n d e r  s t r i c t
d i s c i p l i n e .  r  m i s s e d  m y  d a d  t e r r i b l y  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  b o y s
h a d  n o  t r o u b l e  a t  a l l -  t a l k i n g  m e  i n t o  r u n n i n g  a w a y  w i t h  h i m .
w e  h a d  n o  p l a n  e x c e p t  t o  g e t  t o  C a l - i f o r n i a  t o  b e  w i t h  m y  d a d .
W e  g a v e  n o  t h o u g h t  t o  e a t i n g  o r  g e t t i n g  o f f  t h e  i s l - a n d ,  w €
w e r e  j u s t  o n  o u r  w a y .  f  w a s  c a u g h t  a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a n d
h e a v i l y  s t r a p p e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  b o y  h e l d  o u t  f o r  a  c o u p l e
days  and n igh ts  be fore  comj -ng  in  on  h is  own accord .  due to
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h u n g e r ,  p r i v a t j - o n s ,  a n d  e x p o s u r e .  B o y  d i d  I  g e t  a  t a n n i - n g
a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  M o t h e r  S u p e r i o r  !  S h e  u s e d  a  r a z o r  s t r a p  a n d
I  s u s p e c t e d  s h e  m u s t  h a v e  h a d  a  s e c r e t  b e a r d .  M y  f r i e n d ,
S c o t t y ,  p r o b a b l y  s u f f e r e d  t h e  s a m e  f a t e .

f  w a s  o n l y  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  w h e n  I  w e n t  t o  t h e  c o n v e n t ,  i n  t h e
t h i r d  g r a d e .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a  r e m e m b e r e d  t r a u m a  a l - l -  t h r o u g h  l i f  e .
I t  w a s  j u s t  a  t e r r i b l - e  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  m e .  I  n e v e r  k n e w  w h y
t h e y  s e n t  m e  t h e r e .  I  w a s  t h e r e  t w o  y e a r s  w i t h  n o  f u r l o u g h s
a n d  n o  v i s i t o r s ,  o n l y  a  f e t t e r  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  T h e  s t r i c t
r e l i g i o u s  r e g i m e n t a t i o n  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h a t e d  b y  m e .  C a s e  i n
p o i n t  C h : : i s t m a s .  W e  w e r e  p u t  t o  b e d  a t  s e v e n  p . m .  a n d
then awakened a t  e l -even to  t rudge th rough the  snow two or
t h r e e  m j - l e s  t o  C h u r c h  f o r  C h r i s t m a s  M a s s .  I  s a n g  l - a t i n  h y m n s
a s  b o y  s o p r a n o  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  c h o i - r ,  b u t  e v e n  t h a t  b r o u g h t  n o
r e l - i e f  t o  m y  d i s l - i k e  o f  m y  f o r c e d  C h u r c h  a c t i v i t y .  I  v o w e d
t h e n  t h a t  w h e n  f  w a s  b i q  e n o u q h  t h e r e  w o u l d  n e v e r  b e  C h u r c h
i n  m y  l - i f  e .

A c t u a 1 1 y ,  s c h o o l  a t  t h e  b o a r d i n g  c o n v e n t  w a s n ' t  a l - l -  t h a t  b a d .
I t  w a s  t h e  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  p l a c e  I  h a t e d .  I t  w a s  a
c o u n t r y  e n v i r o n m e n t  w i t h  p l e n t y  o f  o p e n  m e a d o w s ,  f r u i t  t r e e s
e t c .  W e  h a d  o c c a s i o n a l  p i c n i c s .  I  r e m e m b e r  f i e l d  t r i p s  t o
a n  o l - d  a b a n d o n e d  c o p p e r m i n e  w h e r e  w e  n o t e d  t h e  g r e e n i s h  s t o n e s .
I  t h o u g h t  o f  t h a t  d u r J - n g  W o r l d  W a r  I I  a n d  w r o t e  t o  t h e  C a n a d i a n
g o v e r n m e n t  t o  a s k  i f  t h e y  k n e w  a b o u t  i t  a n d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f
r e o p e n i - n g  i t .  I  r e c e j - v e d  a  l e t t e r  b a c k  s a y i n g  t h e y  h a d  i n v e s -
t i g a t e d  a n d  f o u n d  i t  n o t  w o r t h w h i f e .

T h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  a b o u t  t h i r t y  (  3 0  )  m i l e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  c o n v e & t t
s c h o o l -  B e l l - e  w a s  a t  a n d  t h e  o n e  w h e r e  I  w a s ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s
a b s o l u t e l y  n o  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  u s .  F i n a l l y ,  a f t e r  t w o
y e a r s ,  o u r  m o t h e r  p l a n n e d  t o  r e m a r r y  a n d  t o o k  m y  s i s t e r  a n d
m e  o u t  o f  o u r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o n v e n t s ,  m u c h  t o  m y  d e l i g h t .  B e l l e ,
b y  t h e  w d y ,  h a d  l e a r n e d  t o  p l a y  t h e  p i a n o  q u i t e  w e l l  w h i l e  a t
t h e  c o n v e n t  s c h o o l .  M a m a  p i c k e d  h e r  u p  f i r s t  a n d  t h e n  t h e y
came to  p j -ck  me up.  f  remember  we went  to  a  ho te l -  w i th  b ig
b e d s  a n d  e x c e l - l - e n t  s p r i n g s .  B e l l e  a n d  I  h a d  a  g r e a t  t i m e
j u m p i n g  u p  a n d  d o w n  o n  t h e m .

M o t h e r  m a r r i e d  a  m a n  n a m e d  F r e d  J a r b o .  h e  w a s  a  h o u s e  p a i n t e r
i n  A n a c o r t e s ,  W a s h i - n g t o n  s o  w e  l - i v e d  t h e r e  f o r  a  t i m e .  I
s p e n t  t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  l i v i n g  f i r s t  w i t h  m y  m o t h e r  a n d
then w j - th  my fa t laer ,  usua l l y  somewhere  in  Ca- l i fo rn ia .  I  remem-
b e r  g o i n g  t o  s c h o o l  a t  A n a c o r t e s ,  b u t  i t  w a s  o f  n o  g r e a t
m o m e n t  i n  m y  l i f e .  I  r e c a l l  t h e r e  w a s  a  b e a u t i f u l ,  s m a l 1  c i t y
p a r k  t h e r e .  " T h e  J a p a n e s e  S a n d m a n "  w a s  a  p o p u l a r  s o n g  o f  t h o s e
d a y s .  F r e d  J a r b o  w a s  a l r i g h t  a s  a  p r o v i d e r ,  b u t  n e i t h e r  m y
s i s t e r  n o r  m y s e l f  e v e r  f e l - t  a n y  c l o s e n e s s  t o  h i m .  f  h a v e  n o
i d e a  o f  h i s  w h e r e a b o u t s  s i n c e  m y  m o t h e r r s  d e a t h .  I  w a s
b r i e f l y  i n  S p o k a n e ,  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  m e t  m y  d a d ' s  c o u s i n  B e r t
C h u r c h  t h e r e .
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P o p  w a s  i n  S a n  J o a q u i n ,  C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  m y  s i s t e r  a n d  I  l - i v e d
w i t h  h i - m  o n  t h e  s e v e n t y - t w o - t h o u s a n d  ( 7 2 , 0 0 0 )  a c r e  " J a m e s
R a n c h "  w h e r e  h e  w a s  w o r k i - n g  a s  a  c a r p e n t e r .  W e  a t t e n d e d
s c h o o f  t h e r e  f o r  a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s .  L a t e r  w h e n  I  t r i e d  t o
g e t  t h o s e  s c h o o l  r e c o r d s  t o  h e l p  e s t a b l i s h  m y  b i r t h p l a c e
a n d  d a t e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  g e t t i n g  a  d e l a y e d  b i r t h  c e r t i -
f i c a t e ,  I  w a s  t o l - d :  " S o r r y ,  D o  r e c o r d s  a v a i l - a b l e  b e f o r e  L 9 2 2 -
2 3  s c h o o 1  y e a r .  T h e  s c h o o l  r e c o r d s  w e r e  b u r n e d  i n  a  f i r e . "
That  remi -nded me thcr t  the  f  i re  i s  reca l led  by  myse l f  .  I
w a s  t h e r e  a n d  s a w  i t  s t a r t  a n d  e n d .  I n  t h a t  p e r i - o d  o f  t i m e
t h e  " a 1 . 1  g r a d e s  i n  o n e  b u i l d i n g  s c h o o l - "  w a s  a l s o  u s e d  a s  a
c i v i c  e v e n t s  a n d  m o v i e  h o u s e  c e n t - e r .  T h e  f , . l m  i n  t h o s e
d a y s  w a s  h i g h l y  f l a m m a b l e .  T h e  f i l - m  c a u g h t  f i r e  i n  t h e  p r o -
j e c t i o n  b o o t h ,  r a p i d l y  s p r e a d  t h r o u g h  t h e  r v o o d e n  b u i l d i n g .
T h e r e  w e r e  s c a n t  f i r e  f i g h t i n g  p r e c a u t i o n s  t a k e n  t h e n  a n d  t h e
b u i l d i n g  w a s  a  t o t a l -  l - o s s .  W e  s p e n t  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e
s c h o o l -  y e a r  i n  a  g r o u p  o f  t e n t - h o u s e s ,  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  f r o m
S a n  J o a q u i n ' s  o n l y  h o t e l - ,  a b o u t  t w o  b l o c k s  f r o m  t h e  h o u . s e  m y
f a t h e r ,  s - i s t e r  a n d  I  o c c u p i e d .  I  g r a d u a t e d  g r a m m a r  s c h o o l -  t h e r e .

W h i l e  i n  S a n  J o a q u i n
t h e n .  I  g o t  w i n d  o f
t o w n  f o r  n i n e  d o l l - a r s
m y  f r i e n d  w i t h  m e  a n d
d id  no t  ye t  know how
I t ' s  a m a z i n g  h o w  e a s y

I  w a n t e d  a  b i l < e .  G u e s s  I  w a s  a b o u t  t w e l v e
one ava i l -ab le  th ree  or  four  mi l -es  ou t  o f

( $ 9 . o o ) .  P o p  c a m e  t h r o u g h  a n d  I  t o o k
w e  w a - l k e d  o u t  t h e r e  a n d  b o u g h t  i t .  I

t o  r i d e  a  b i k e  b u t  l e a r n e d  o n  t h e  w a v  h o m e .
i t  j - s  a f  t e r  y o u  l e a r n .

A  m o r e  u n p l e a s a n t  m e m o r y  w a s  t h e  t i m e  a  d o g  b i t  m e .  I t  w a s
n o t  a  s e r i o u s  b i t e ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  s o m e  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  w h e t h e r
o r  n o t  t h e  d o g  m i g h t  b e  r a b i d .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  w a y  t o  h a v e  i t
t e s t e d  l - q c a l - L y  s o  s o m e o n e  c u t  o f  f  t h e  p o o r  a n i m a l ' s  h e a d  a n d
s h i p p e d  i t  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l - i f o r n i a  a t  B e r k e l e y .
S i n c e  w e  n e v e r  d i d  h e q r  b a c k ,  w e  a s s u m e d  e v e r y t h i - n g  w a s  o k a y
a n d  s i n c e  I ' m  s t i l l -  h e r e  i t  o b v i o u s l y  w a s  f o r  m e  a n y w a y .
N o t  , s o  f o r  t h e  d o q .

M y  m o t h e r  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  h a d  m o v e d  t o  E v e r e t t ,  W a s h i n g t o n  s o
m y  o f f  a n d  o n  s t a y s  w i t h  m y  m o t h e r  w e r e  t h e r e .  I t  w a s  t h e r e
t h a t  I  h a d  m y  f i r s t  p a y i n g  j o b  a t  R o b i n s o n ' s  P l y w o o d  M i l f .
I t  w a s  q u i t e  a  d e a l  h a n d l i n g  t h o s e  f o u r  b y  e i g h t  ( 4 x B )  s h e e t s
o f  p l y w o o d .  A l s o  i n  E v e r e t t  w e  h a d  a  J a p a n e s e  T e r r i o r  c a l l e d
" T i n y " .  S h e  w a s  a  l i t t l e  f e m a l e ,  v e r y  a f  f e c t j - o n a t e .  S h e
w a s  m a i n l y  B e l l e ' s  b u t  I  l o v e d  h e r  t o o .

W o r l d  W a r  f  w a s  g o i n g  o n  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  I  w a s  t r a d i n g  o f f
be tween my mother  and Pop.  My remembrance is  tha t  we were  a l - l -
a w a r e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  w a r  o n  b u t  i t  d i d n ' t  a f f e c t  m y  f a m i l y
a s  f a r  a s  I  k n e w .  M y  d a d  w a s  t o o  o l d  t o  b e  a c c e p t e d .  I  D o
r e m e m b e r  g o i n g  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l -  s t o r e  i n  S a n  J o a q u i n  t o  b u y  a
d o z e n  e g g s  a n d  w h i - l - e  t h e r e  h e a r d  t h e  w o r d  t h a t  A r m i s t i c e  w a s
d e c l - a r e d .  S o  t h a t  p l a c e s  m e  i - n  S a n  J o a q u i n  i n  l - 9 1 - B  a t  a g e
e l e v e n  ( 1 1 ) .
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M y  s i s t e r  w a s  b e c o m i n g  a  y o u n g  w o m a n  a n d  n e e d e d  t o  b e  w i t h
o u r  m o t h e r ,  s o  w e n t  t h e r e  t o  l i v e  i n  H o q u i a m ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,
f u l l  t i m e .  M y  f a t h e r  f e l - t  I  t o o ,  n e e d e d  s o m e  f a r n i l y  l - i f e  a n d
b o a r d e d  m e  w i t h  t h e  A d r i a n  R o s s i t e r  S w e e t  f a m i l y .  I  g u e s s
h e  t h o u g h t  I  n e e d e d  t h e  r e f i n i n g  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a  w o m a n ' s
hand.  Pop loved to  t rave l -  and knew f  needed homel - i fe  and
p r o p e r  m a n n e r s .  S w e e t s  h a d  b e e n  j - n  t h e  s o c  j - a l  s w i n g  i n
P a s a d e n a .  I  h a t e d  t o  b r e a k  w i t h  P o p ,  b u t  I  t h o u g h t  h e  w a s
a n  a l l  r i g h t  g u y  a n d  w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  d o  w h a t  h e  t h o u g h t  w a s
best  .  They  had a  son named Ear f  who rvas  c rbout  my age.  He
w a s  a  g o o d  f r i e n d .  W e  w e r e  c o m p a t i b l e ,  t h o u g h  n o t h i n g
s p e c i a l .  I  d o n r t  k n o w  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  h i m  l - a t e r  o n .

f  m o v e d  w i t h  t h e  S w e e t s  t o  l o n g  B e a c h ,  C a l i f o r n i a  w h e r e  I
a t t e n d e d  t h e  o l d  C a r r o l  P a r k  S c h o o l  o n  e a s t  F o u r t h  S t r e e t .
I  a t t e n d e d  s e v e n t h  g r a d e  i n  L o n g  B e a c h  a n d  i t  w a s  t h e r e  t h a t
m y  t e a c h e r  ( I  d . o n ' t  r e m e m b e r  h e r  n a m e )  w r o t e  o n  m y  f i n a - l
r e p o r t  c a r d :  " A  f  i n e  l a d .  "  T h r e e  s m a l - l  w o r d s ,  b u t  t h e y  w e l : e
a n  i n f l u e n c e  f o r  g o o d  i n  m y  l i f e .  I t  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  t o  l - i v e
u p  t o .

W e  d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  l o n g  b e c a u s e  M r .  S w e e t  b e c a m e  e m p l o y e d
as an  o f f i ce  c l -e rk  a t  the  Hammond Lumber  Yard  in  Lemoore ,
C a l - i f o r n i a  a n d  w e  m o v e d  t h e r e .  I  t h e r e  a t t e n d e d  e i g h t h  g r a d e
a n d  m y  f r e s h m a n  y e a r  a t  L e m o o r e  U n i o n  H i g h  S c h o o l .  f  w a s
o n e  o f  t w o  k i d s  i n  f r e s h m a n  y e a r  w h o  d i d n ' t  h a v e  J - o n g  p a n t s .
K n i c k e r s  !

A n o t h e r  m o v e  b y  t h e  S w e e t s  t o o k  u s  t o  C o m p t o n ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,
1 0 1  N .  S l o a n  A v e n u e ,  v r h e r e  w e  l - i v e d  f o r  a  y e a r .  M y  d a d  b u i l t
a  t w o  r o o m  h o u s e  t h e r e  f  o r  t h e  S w e e t s ,  w h i l - e  E a r - L  a n d  f  o c c u -
p i e d  a  t e n t .  P o p  w o r k e d  a s  a  c a r p e n t e r  o u t  o f  L o s  A n g e 1 e s .
T h e r e  w e r e  n o  u n i o n s  t h e n ,  b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  h a l - l s  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e
w h e r e  p e o p l e  w a n t i n g  j o b s  i - n  a  p a r t i c u f a - r  t r a d e  c o u l d  r e a d  w h a t
w a s  a v a i l - a b l e  a n d  p u t  i n  a  r e q u e s t .  T h e y  p a i d  t w o  o r  t h r e e
b u c k s  f o r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  O f  c o u r s e  h e  g o t  t h e  j o b  f o r  t h e
S w e e t s  b e c a u s e  h e  k n e w  t h e m .

I  h a d  a  f o x  t e r r i o r  i n  C o m p t o n  w h i c h  I  c a l - l - e d  " I g n a i u z " ,  a n d
w h o  h a d  a  t e r r i b l e  c a s e  o f  m a n g e .  W e  c o n s i d e r e d  h a v l - n g  h i m
p u t  t o  s l e e p  b u t  h a d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  t a k e n  t h e  s t e p  w h e n  t h e
m a t t e r  w a s  t a k e n  o u t  o f  o u r  h a n d s  b y  a  s t r a y  r a p i O  d o g  w h i c h
b i t  m y  l g n a t z  i n  p a s s ' i n g .  M y  d o g  c o n t r a c t e d  r a b i e s  a n d  I  h a d
t o  s h o o t  h i m  w i t h  m v  2 2 .

I  went  th rough my Sophomore  year  a t  Compton and when summer
c a m e  f  w a s  p e r s u a d e d  b y  s o m e o n e  u n k n o w n  t o  j o i n  t h e  C i t i z e n s '
M - i l i t a r y  T r a i - n i n g  C a m p  a t  M o n t e r e y  f o r  t h i r t y  d a y s  a t  t h e
a r m y ' s  e x p e n s e .  T h e  U " S .  A r m y  w a s  c a . m p a i g n i n g  t h e n  f o r  y o u n g
m e n  t o  g e t  a  l - j - t t l - e  k n o w l e d g e  a b o u t  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  I  w a s
i n s u l t e d  t o  b e  p l a c e d  j - n  w h a t  w a s  c a l l - e d  t h e  A w k w a r d  S q u a d l
I  t h i n k  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  b e c a u s e  I  w a s  s m a l - l  I  c o u l d n ' t
s t a n d  t h e  G a f f .  I  k n o w  f  w a s  n o  m o r e  a w k w a r d  t h a n  a n y  o f  t h e
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o t h e r s  i n  m y  " c o m p a n y " .  f  w a s  a b l e  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  a n y  o f
t h e  o t h e r s  w a s  r e q u i r e d  t o  d o .  I  w a s  v e r y  s l i g h t l y  b u i l t ,
b u t  w i r y  a n d  c a p a b l e  p h y s i c a l l y .  I  w a s  m o r t i f i e d  t o  f i n d
m y s e l f  c a t e g o r i z e d  a s  " a w k w a r d " ,  a n d  w a s  g l a d  w h e n  t h e  m o n t h
was over  and I  cou ld  . Ieave army t i fe  beh ind .  Soured me on
t h e  w o r l - d  f o r  a  w h i l - e .  A r m y  - -  n o  t h a n k s l  T h i r t y  d a y s  w a s
e n o u g h  t i m e  t o  d e c i d e .  I  a l w a y s  d i d  l i k e  t h e  w a t e r .

D u r i n g  m y  t e e n a g e  y e a r s ,  t h e  t i m e  s p e n t  w i t h  P o p  v ' z a s  t h e  b e s t !
I  r e m e m b e r  w h e n  t h e  " S e l l s  F l - o t o  C i - r c u s "  c a m e  t o  L o n g  B e a c h
a n d  P o p  t o o k  E a r l  S w e e t  a n d  m e  t o  s e e  i t .  I  h a v e  a  v i v i d
r e c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  a  s c a r  t o  r e r n e m b e r  i t  b y  b e c a u s e  i t  s e e m s
t h a t  s o m e  k i d s  h a d  r i g g e d  u p  a  b o o b y  t r a p  o n  t h e  c u r b .  I t
s l i d  o u t  f r o m  u n d e r  m y  f e e t  a n d  I  l - i t  o n  m y  c h i n .  I  w a s  d a z e d
a n d  i t  h u r t  p r e t t y  b a d ,  b u t  w e  s t i l l -  w e n t  t o  t h e  c i r c u s .  I
w a s n ' t  a b o u t  t o  b e  d o n e  o u t  o f  t h a t .

B u t  P o p  a n d  I  b e s t  l o v e d  g o i n g  t o  t h e  m o v i e s  t o g e t h e r .  E v e r y
S a t u r d a y  a n d  S u n d a y  w e  w e n t  t o  t h e  m o v i e s .  T w o  o n  S a t u r d a y
a n d  t h r e e  o n  S u n d a y .  I t  o n l y  c o s t  t e n  c e n t s  f o r  m e  a n d  t w e n t y -
f i v e  c e n t s  f o r  P o p .  T h a t  w a s  g r e a t  !  I  r e a l I y  b e c a m e  e n a m o r e d
o f  m o v i e s .  A , 1 1  t h e  o . l - d  t i m e  s t a r s  I  r e m e m b e r  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t
a f f e c t i o n .  E s p e c i a l l y  D o u g l a s  F a i r b a n k s !  H e  w a s  a c t i v e
n o  o n e  g o t  t h e  b e s t  o f  h i m .  H e  w a s  m y  h e r o .  M y  a l l  t i m e
f a v o r i t e  m o v i e  w a s  " S h a n e "  b t t t  i t  c a m e  a l o n g  m u c h  l a t e r .  f n
t h e  e a r l i - e r  d a y s  a n y t h i n g  D o u g  F a i r b a n l c s  S r .  p l a y e d  i n  w a s  m y
f a v o r i t e .  T h e r e  w e r e  " a  T h i e f  o f  B a g d a d "  a n d  " T h e  G a u c h o " .
I  l o r r e d  L o n  C h a n e y  i n  " T h e  H u n c h b a c k  o f  N o t r e  D a m e " .  T h e r e
w a s  " T h e  C o v e r e d  W a g o n " ;  f  c a n r t  r e m e m b e r  w h o  p l a y e d  i n  t h a t ,
a n d  t h e  o r i - g i n a l  " B e n  H u r " .  R e m e m b e r ,  t h e y  h T e r e  a l l -  d o u b l e
f e a t u r e s  t h e n ,  S o  o n  S u n d a y s  w e  w e n t  t o  t h r e e  d o u b l e  h e a d e r s
p l u s  t h e  c a r t o o n s  a n d  n e w s r e e l s .  T t  w a s  w o n d e r f u l  !  T h e
E g y p t i o n  T h e a t e r  a n d  G r a u m a n ' s  C h i n e s e  w e r e  b o t h  n e e  p l u s  u l t r a .
T h e y  e v e n  h a d  l i v e  p e o p l e  d o i n g  p r o l o g u e s ,  a c t s  s i m i l a r  t o
v a u d e v i l - l - e  t h a t  w e r e  p e r t i n j , n t  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  m o v i e .
O u t  i n  t h e  l o b b y  t h e y  u s u a l l y  h a d  s o m e  o f  t h e  c h a r i o t s ,  e t c "
t h a t  w e r e  u s e d  i n  m a k i n q  t h e t n o v i e s .

P o p  a n d  I  a l s o  u s e d  t o  s p e n d  a  l o t  o f  t i m e  d o i n g  c r o s s w o r d
p u z z l e s  a n d  I  l e a r n e d  a  l o t  o f  w o r d s  a n d  t h e  m e a n i n g s  t h e r e o f .
B y  t h e  w d y ,  P o p  n e v e r  l e a r n e d  t o  d r i v e  s o  w e  a l w a y s  u s e d  w h a t -
e v e r  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o : : t a t i o n  w a s  a v a i l a b l e  o r  o u r  f e e t .

I  w a s  a  n a u g h t y  b o y  a t  a g e  s i x t e e n  p l u s  s w i p e d  b i  k e s  w i t h
a n o t h e r  d e l i n q u d n t ,  L y l e  R o s s i t e r .  M y  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  h i m
b r o u g h t  u s  r e a l  t r o u b l e  l a t e r  o n .

M y  l i f e l o n g  l - o v e  o f  m u s i c  g o t  i t s  s t a r t  w h e n  f  w a s  a g e  s e v e n -
t e e n .  I  w a s  l i v i n g  w i t h  m y  m o t h e r ,  g r a n d m o t h e r ,  s t e p - f a t h e r ,
a n d  s i s t e r  i n  E v e r e t t ,  W a s h i n g t o n .  M y  s t e p - f a t h e r ' s  b r o t h e r ,
D e l m e r ,  c a m e  t o  v i s i t  a n d  b r o u g h t  h i s  d a t e .  W h e n  s h e  f o u n d
o u t  I  c o u l - d  c a r r y  a  t u n e ,  s h e  t a u g h t  m e  a  s o n g  t h a t  I ' v e  n e v e r
h e a r d  s i n c e .  S h e  e n c o u r a s e d  m e  t o  s i n q  a n d  t a u q h t  m e  t o
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h a r m o n i z e .  G e e ,  I  l 0 y e d  t h a ' t .  S h e  w a s  s u c h  a  n i c e  k i d .  I
m e m o r i z e d  t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  c h o r u s  o f  t h a t  s o n g  a n d  r e m e m b e r
t h e m  y e t .  T h e  s o n g  w a s  " Y o u  T o l - d  M e  T o  G o " .  I r m  s u r e  s h e
n e v e r  r e a l i z e d  h o w  i m p o r t a n t  a  p a r t  w h e  p l a y e d  i n  m y  l i f e  "

A n  i n t e r e s t i n g  b u t  s a d  f o o t n o t e  i s  t h a t  f  s a w  h e r t  a g a i n  a
f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r .  I  w a s  w a l l < i - n g  i n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  w h i l e  o n
shore  du ty  and there  bumped in to  De lmer  and the  same young
l a d y .  I  s o o n  r e a l i z e d  s h e  h a d  b e c o m e  a  p r o s t i t u t e  a n d  h e
w a s  h e r  p i m p .  I  '  l - l -  a l w a y s  b e  g r a t e f  u l  t o  h e r  f  o r  i n t r o d u c i n g
me to  the  wor l -d  o f  mus ic  and harmonv.

N o  o n e  t o l - d  m e  I  s h o u l d  r e m a i n  1 n  . s c h o o f  a n d  o b t a i n  a  h i g h
s c h o o l  d i p l o m a  s o  I  q u i t  g o i n g  t o  s c h o o l  w h e n  I  w e n t  b a c k
t o  L o s  A n g e l e s  f r o m  C i t i z e n s  M i - l i t a r y  T r a i n i n g  C a m p  a n d
b a t c h e d  i n  a  r e n t e d  h o u s e k e e p i n g  a p a r t m e n t  w i t h  m y  d a d .  H e
w o u l - d  t a l < e  a  j o b  i n  t h e  L o s  A n g e l e s  a r e a  a n d  I  w o u l d  b e  l e f t
to  my own dev ices  un t i l  6 r i s  job  migh t  be  done and he  wou ld
c o m e  b a c k  t o  t o w n  t o  g e t  a n o t h e r  j o b .  A l - 1  i n  a 1 l ,  I  w a s  m y
o w n  " m a n "  a n d  s p e n t  l - o t s  o f  t i m e  r i d i n g  m y  b i k e  t o  L o n g  B e a c h ,
V a n  N u y s ,  C o v i n a ,  S a n t a  M o n i c a ,  e t c .  M y  d a d  p r o v i d e d  t h e
p l a c e  t o  s t a y  a n d  a m p l e  f o o d  t o  e a t ,  b u t  l - e f t  m e  t o  g o  a n d
c o m e  a s  I  w i s h e d .  A l l -  o f  w h i c h  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  m y  b e i n g  s o m e -
w h a t  o f  a  " l - o n e r "  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  m y  l i f e ,  D o  d o u b t .  I  l i k e
p e o p l e  i n  g e n e r a l ,  b u t  h a v e  n o  d i f f i c u l t y  l i v i n g  a l o n e .
M y  s e c o n d  w i f e  f r e q u e n t l y  s a i d  " J . R . ,  y o u ' r e  a  b o r n  b a c h e l o r ! "

f  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  s e v e n t e e n  w h e n  I  w e n t  t o  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  t o  b e
w i t h  m y  b e l o v e d  d a d .  G o t  a  j o b  i n  a  p r i - n t  s h o p  b u t  d i d n ' t  l - i k e
t h e  w o r k  o r  p a y ,  s o  q u i t .  M y  d a d  g o t  i t c h y  f e e t  s o  h e  d e c i d e d
w e  w o u l d  g o  t o  t h e  m i d w e s t  a n d  t a k e  i n  t h e  g r a i n  h a r v e s t . s  o f
K a n s a s ,  S o u t h  D a k o t a ,  N o r t h  D a k o t a  a n d  M o n t a n a ,  f o l l o w e d  b y
f u r t h e r  t r a v e l  t o  t h e  a p p l e  c o u n t r y  o f  W e n a t c h e e  a n d  L a k e
C h e l a n ,  W a s h i n g t o n .  A f t e r  t h a t  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  m a d e  f o r  m e
t o  g o  b a c k  t o  E v e r e t t ,  W a s h i n g t o n  t o  m y  m o t h e r  a n d  s t e p - f , a t h e r .
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h a t  a l s o  m e a n t  b e i n g  b a c k  w i t h  m y  h r u d d y ,  L y l e
R o s s i t e r .  W e  m u s t  h a v e  b r o u g h t  o u t  t h e  w o r s t  i n  e a c h  o t h e r
b e c a u s e  w e  b e g a n  s w i p i n g  C h e v r o l e t s  f o r  j o y  r i d e s .

S t e a l i n g  C h e v r o l - e t s  w a s  j u s t  t o o  e a s y !  F o r  s o m e  f o o l i s h  r e a s o n
t h e  k e y  t h a t  u n l o c k e d  t h e  d o o r  w a s  a f s o  t h e  i g n i t i o n  k e y  a n d
i t  s e e m e d  t h a t  a l - l  C h e v r o l e t  k e y s  w e r e  i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e .  W e
d e c i d e d  t o  s w i p e  o u r  w a y  t o  L o s  A n g e f e s  w h e r e  w e  w o u l d  j o i n  u p
w i t h  P o p .  G o t  t o  A s h l a n d ,  O r e g o n .  C a u g h t !  S e n t e n c e d  t o  o n e
y e a r  a t  S a l e m ,  O r e g o n  P e n i t e n t i a r y  a s  p r i s o n e r  n u m b e r  9 5 0 0 .
I  w a s  p u t  t o  w o r k  i n  t h e  l a u n d r y  w i t h  t h e  m a n g l e  i r o n ,  d o i n g
< h a a t c  n ' i  l  l n r w  c a s e s ,  e t c .  I  w a s  p a r o l e d  a f t e r  s e v e n  m o n t h s
t o  m y  d a d ,  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s o  t h a t  L y l e  a n d  f  n e v e r  s e e  e a c h
o t h e r .  I  n e v e r  s a w  o r  h e a r d  f r o m  h i m  a q a i n .  P o p  d e l i v e r e d
m e  t o  m y  m o t h e r .

T h a t  u n f o r t u n a t e  e x p e r i e n c e  h a d  a  l a s t i n g  e f f e c t  o n  m y  l i f e
i n  s o m e  w a y s  n e g a t i v e  a n d  i n  s o m e  w a y s  p o s i t i v e .  I t  a l w a y s
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h u n g  o v e r  m y  h e a d  i n  t h a t  I  c o u - L d  n e v e r  b e  a  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r
a n d  o f t e n  h a d  t o  r e v e a l -  i t  f o r  o n e  r e a s o n  o r  a n o t h e r  w h e n  I
w o u l d  m u c h  r a t h e r  h a v e  f o r g o t t e n  i t  h a d  e v e r  h a p p e n e d .  B u t
f  w a s  a l - s o  f o r e v e r m o r e  m i n d f u l -  o f  t h e  n e e d  t o  a v o i d  t e m p t a t i o n
a n d  t o  h e l p  o t h e r s  d o  s o  w h e n e v e l :  p o s s i b l e .  I  h a v e ,  f o r
e x a m p l e ,  a l w a y s  s c r u p u l o u s l y  l o c k e d  m y  c a r  e v e n  w h e n  j u s t
l e a v i n g  i t  f o r  a  m o m e n t ,  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  h e l p  k e e p  h o n e s t
p e o p l e  h o n e s t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t e e n a g e r s .

f  w a s  p u s h i n g  a g e  t w e n t y  a n d  w a s  i n  t h e  d o l d r u m s .  T h e r e  w a s  n o
p u s h  f r o m  m y  p a r e n t s  t o  g o  i n  a n y  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  f e l - t  a t  l o o s e
e n d s .  I  t r i - e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  C o a s t  G u a r d  a b o u t  t h a t  t i m e .
'  W e n t  t o  A n a c o r t e s  t o  t h e  C o a s t  G u a r d  B a s e  a n d  a s k e d  t h e  g u y
o n  w a t c h  w h a t  t h e  c h a n c e s  w e r e  o f  g e t t i n g  i n .  H e  s a i d  t h e y
c o u l - d  t a k e  m y  n a m e  l l u t  n o t h i n g  c a m e  o f  i t .  I  t h i n k  f  n e e d e d
a  s p o n s o r .  B u t  I  g o t  t o  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  o n e
b r a n c h  o f  t h e  s e r v i - c e .  M y  s t e p f a t h e r  k n e w  t h e  c h i e f  p e t t y
o f f i c e r  i n  c h a r g e  o f  N e . v y  r e c r u i t i n g  i n  E v e r e t t ,  W a s h i n g t o n .
f n d u c t e e s  w e r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  h i g h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e s  w i t h  n o
c r i m i - n a l -  r e c o r d .  B u t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a c q u a j - n t a n c e  w - i t h  m y
s t e p - f  a t h e r ,  t h e y  " b l - i n k e d  t h e  i r  e y e s "  a n d  a c c e p t e d  r n e .  M y
f  r i - e n d  h a d  w a n t e d  i n  a l s o  b u t  c o u ] d n ' t  s o  I  w e n t  a l - o n e  o n
t h i s  a d v e n t u r e .  M y  N a v y  r e c o r d s  s t a r t  o n  J u n e  I ,  1 9 2 7  .

A f t e r  b e i n g  s w o r n  i n ,  T  w e n t  b y  t r a i n  t o  t h e  N a v a l  T r a i n j - n g
S t a t i o n  a t  S a n  D J - e g o ,  C a l i f o r n i a  w h e r e  I  w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e
u s u a l  " B o o t  C a m p "  t r a i n i n g  j - n  N a v y  w a y s  a n d  m i l i t a r y  l i f e .
T h e r e  I  m e t  a  y o u n g  m a n  n a m e d  R o b e r t  H e r m a n  P i e t s c h ,  a g e
s e v e n t e e n ,  a n d  w e  b e c a m e  f a s t  f r i e n d s  f r o m  t h e n  o n  t o  t h e
p r e s e n t .  I  h a d  i t  i n  m i n d  t o  b e c o m e  a  m a c h i n i s t ,  b u t  B o b
P i e t s c h ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  o t h e r  N a v y  p e o p l e ,  h a d
b e c o m e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  " R a d i o m a n "  w o u l d  b e
a  g o o d  o n e  f o r  b o t h  o f  u s  t o  p u r s u e .  I n a s m u c h  a s  I  c o u l d
o f f e r  n o  r e a l  r e a s o n  a g a i n s t  b e c o m i n g  a  r a d i o m a n ,  I  c h a n g e d
o v e t r  a n d  w e  b o t h  e n t e r e d  C l a s s  " A "  r a d i - o  s c h o o l  t o  l e a r n  t h e
e l - e m e n t s  o f  s e n d i n g / r e c e i v i n g  j - n t e r n a t i o n a l -  c o d e  ( d o t s  a n d
d a s h e s  )  ,  b a s i c  e l e c t r i c J - t y ,  r a d i - o  t h e o r y  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n
p r o c e d u r e .

I t  w a s  a  h a r d  s u b j e c t  t o  f e a r n .  S t r a n g e ,  n e w ,  d i s c o u r a g i n g .
f  m a d e  i t  t o  a  s p e e d  o f  a b o u t  t e n  w o r d s  p e r  m i n u t e  a n d  r e a c h e d
t h e  p o i n t  o f  p r o g r e s s  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  t h e  f e e l i n g
i n  t h e  s t u d e n t  t h a t  h e  w i l - l -  n e v e r  b e  a b l e  t o  s u r p a s s  t h a t
s t u m b l i n g  b l o c k  s p e e d O u r  c o d e  i n s t r u c t o r  w a s  a  r u n n e r - u D
i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l -  c o d e  s p e e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  h e l d  a  d i m  v j - e w  o f
p e o p l e  w h o  s a i d  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  l e a r n  t h e  c o d e .  H e  s a w  w e  w e r e
a l l -  d i s p a i r j - n g  o f  p r o g r e s s i n g  a n d  a s k e d  t h e  g r o u p  o f  u s  " W h o
w a n t s  t o  q u i t  r a d i o ? "  I  h e l d  u p  m y  h a n d ,  d s  d i d  o t h e r  m e n ,
a n d  t h a t  i n s t r u c t o r  r e a l J - y  l i t  i n t o  u s  "  H e  c a l l e d  u s  n a m e s ,
q u i t t e r s ,  a n d  e x p o u n d e d  o n  h o w  s t u p i d  w e  w e r e  t o  q u i t  a t  t h i s
p o i n t  1 n  o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  l e a r n  t h e  c o d e  a n d  s a i d  w e  l v e r e  n o t
g o i n g  t o  b e  a l l - o w e d  t o  q u i t ,  b u t  m u s t  b u c k l - e  d o w n  a n d  p u E _ -
m o r e  a n d  d e e p e r  e f f o r t  j - n t o  o u r  s t u d y .  W e l 1 ,  I  f i n a l l y
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r e a c h e d  t h i - r t e e n  w o r d s  p e r  m i n u t e !  T h e  n e x t  d a y ,  m u c h  t o  m y
s u r p r i s e ,  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  c o p y  n o t -  o n l y  t h i r t e e n  w o r d s  p e r  m i n -
u t e ,  b u t  w e n t  o n  t o  s i x t e e n  W P M  a n d  r a p i d l y  i m p r o v e d  a s  t i m e
w e n t  b y .  I  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  e n o u g h  o f  i t .  I  l o v e d  s e n d i n g  a n d
r e c e i v i n g  c o d e  a n d  b e c a m e  a  v e r y  p r o f i c i e n t  ( n o  b r a g )  o p e r a -
t o r  a n d  a m  a l w a y s  c o d e - c o n s c i o u s .  I  r e a d  c o d e  i n  v a r i o u s
s o u n d s  o f  - L i f  e  f  h e a r .  I  l o v e  i t  "

S e v e r a l  y e a r s  l - a t e r  I  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n o t h e r  h i g h l i g h t  i n  m y
r a d i o  o p e r a t i n g  c a r e e r .  I n  t h e  N a v y  i t  w a s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  f o r
a  f l e e t  o f  s h i p s  t o  b e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  g r o u p s  a n d  f o r  e a c h
g r o u p  t o  t r y  t o  e v a d e  a n d  s u r p r i s e  t h e  o t h e r  g r o u p ,  t h e r e b y
t h e o r e t i c a l l y  " w i n n i n g  t h e  e n c o u n t e r " .  P a r t  o f  t h e  s t r a t e g y
w a s  m a i n t a i n i - n g  "  R a d i o  S i l e n c e  "  s o  t h e  "  e n e m l z "  c o u l d n  '  t  t r a c k
e a c h  o t h e r  b y  m e a n s  o f  r a d i o  d i r e c t i o n  f i n d e r s .  A s  d a y s  w e n t
b y ,  m e s s a g e s  w o u l d  a c c u m u l - a t e  v i s u a l l y  a n d  w h e n  r a d j - o  s i l e n c e
e n d e d ,  t h e  f l a g s h i p  w o u l d  u n l o a d  b y  r a d i o  a l - l  o f  t h e  a c c u m -
u l - a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  f f i y  s h i p  w a s  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  o f  n i n e t y -
t h r e e  (  9 3  )  m e s s a g e s  v a r y i n g  i n  l e n g t h  f r o m  t e n  t o  o n e - h u n d r e d
a n d  f i f t y  ( 1 - 5 0 )  w o r d s  e a c h .  T h e  f l a g s h i p  o p e r a t o r  s e n t  m e
(  I  w a s  o n  w a t c h )  a l l  o f  t h o s e  n i n e t y  t h r e e  m e s s a g e s  w i t h o u t
s t o p p i n g  a n d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n  I  s e n t  h i m  a
" R o g e r " ,  m e a n i n g  " f  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  y o u r  f u l l -  t r a n s m i s s i o n . "
N o  o n e ,  o t h e r  t h a n  a  t r a l n e d  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  o r
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  t h r i l - i -  o f  t h e  s e n d e r  a n d  r e c e i v e r  o f  s u c h  a
s t : : i n g  o f  m e s s a g e s .  M a y b e  s o m e o n e  w h o  r e a d s  t h i s  w i l l  h a v e
a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  T h e  w h o l e  e v e n t  w a s  s o u l - s a t i s f y i n g  t o  w e
t w o  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r s  - -  a  m a r v e l o u s  e x p e r i e n c e .  f  w a s  u n o f -
f  i c i a l l y  c l - o c k e d  a t  f  i f  t y - t h r e e  p o  j - n t  f o u r  ( 5 3 . 4  )  w o r d s  p e r
m i n u t e  r e c e i v i n g  a n d  r e c e i v e d  t w o  R a d i o  S p e e d  K e y  O p e r a t o r s
C e r t i f i c a t e s  ( s e e  m y  N a v y  S c r a p b o o k )  d a t e d  2 0  N o v .  1 9 3 5  a n d
9  A u g .  1 9 3 8 .  O n l y  c r a c k e r j a c k  o p e r a t o r s  g e t  t h e s e .  N o t  e a s y ,
b u t  i t  e n a b - L e d  m e  t o  g e t  g o o d  o p e r a t o r  j o b s  a s  " C r a c k e r j a c k
O p e r a t o r "  o n  f a s t  c i r c u i t s .

T y p i n g  t h e  m e s s a g e s  a s  r e c e i v e d  w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  j o b  a n d  f  w a s
s e l f  t a u g h t  a n d  f a s t .  U s e d  t h r e e  f i n g e r s  a n d  t h u m b  o n  o n e
h a n d  a n d  t w o  f  i n g e r s  o n  o t h e r .  O n  t h e  A r i z o n a  t w o  o f  u s  c o u - l d
d o  f  i f t y - t w o  w o r d s  a  m i n u t e .  I  c o u l - d  p r o b a b l y  s t i l - l  d o  f o r t y -
f i v e .

W h e n  w e  c o m p l e t e d  o u r  t r a i n i n g ,  B o b  a n d  I  b o t h  g o t  t r a n s f e r r e d
t o  t h e  s h i p  o f  o u r  c h o i c e  w h i c h  w a s  t h e  U S S  M i s s i - s s i p p i .  f n
o r d e r  t o  r e a c h  t h e  U S S  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  B o b  a n d  I  b o a r d e d  o u r
f i r s t  s h i p ,  t h e  U S S  A r c t i c ,  w h i c h  t o o k  u s  f r o m  S a n  D i e g o  t o
S a n  p e d r o .  T h a t  w a s  t h e  n e a r e s t  I  e v e r  c a m e  t o  h e a v i n g .
N e i t h e r  o f  u s  d i d  a n d  n e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  s e a s i c k  s i n c e .

W e  w e r e  t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  f o u r  y e a r s  w e  s i g n e d
u p  f  o r .  H e  g o t  o u t  t h e n  a n d  b e i n g  a t  . l - o o s e  e n d s  d i d n ' t  k n o w
w h a t  t o  d o .  F o r  r e a s o n s  h e  l a t e r  c o u f d n ' t  e x p l a i n ,  h e  w e n t
t o  t h e  C o a s t  G u a r d ,  s i g n e d  u p  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  a n d  s h i p p e d  o v e r .
T h e n  h e  w e n t  b a c k e a s t  h n d  t o o k  a  c o u r s e  q n  r a d i o  a n d  b e c a m e
a  c o m m e r c i a l  o p e r a t o r .  h e  w o r k e d  s e v e r a l y e a r s  o n  t h e  M a t s o n
L i n e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  L u r l . i n e .  O v e r  t h e  y e a r s  w e  v i s i t e d
i n f r e q u e n t l y  w h e n  h e  w a s  i n  p o r t  n e a r  w h e r e  I  w a s  l i v i n g .  O u r
f r i e n d s h i p  c o n t i n u e s  t o  t h i s  d a y .
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T h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  b i g  c h a n g e s  f o r  u s  t o  g e t  u s e d  t o  a b o a r d  s h i p .
I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  y o u  r e a l : - z e d  y o u  w e r e  r e a l l y  a  n o n - e n t i t y

r e a l l y  l o w  o n  t h e  t o t e m  p o l e .  W e  w e r e  i m m e d i a t e l y  p l a c e d
i n  t h e  r a d i o  d i v i s i o n .  W e  w e r e  " s t r i k e r s "  ( a p p r e n t i c e s ) .  T h e
f i r s t  t h i n g  f  k n e w ,  t h e  O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  D e c k  h a d  m e  a s  h i s
m e s s e n g e r .  O n  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  i t  v / a s  t a r g e t  p r a c t i c e  t i m e  a n d
w e  h a d  b l a c k o u t s .  A n y t h i n g  h e  w a n t e d  m e  t o  r u n  a f t e r ,  h e  s a i d

" g o ,  B o y . "  f  d i d n ' t  e v e n  k n o w  m y  w a y  a r o u n d  t h e  s h i p ,  e s p e c -
i a l l y  j - n  t h e  d a r k !  H e  s e n t  m e  t o  t h e  g a l l e y  f o r  c o f f e e  a n d  I
s e t  o u t  t o  f i n d  i t .  I  f i n a l l y  g o t  i t  t o  h i m  a b o u t  t w o  h o u r s
l a t e r .  H e  s a i d  " w h e r e  h a v e  y o u  b e e n ,  S o n ? "  a n d  I  s a i d  " f
g o t  l - o s t . "  I t  w a s  b l a c k ,  b l a c k ,  b l . a c k  I  c o u l - d n ' t  s e e .  T h a t
w a s  a n  a w f u l  e x p e r i - e n c e  -  t o  g e t  l o s t  o n  a  s i x - h u n d r e d  ( 6 0 0 )

f o o t  l o n g  s h i p  a t  m i d n i g h t .

I n  t h o s e  d a y s  i t  w a s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  t o  h a v e  e a t i n g  t a b l e s  s e t
i n t o  r e c e p t a c l e s  o v e r h e a d  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  - s p a c e s .  E v e r y  y o u n g

s a i l o r  h a d  t o  t a k e  h i s  t r : r n  a t  m e s s  c o o k i n g  w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  o f
b r i n g i n g  d " o w n  t h e  t a b l e s  a n d  s e t t i n g  t h e m  u p  w i t h  t a b l e w a r e
f o r  t w e l v e  m e n  t o  a  t a b l - e  ( a b o u t  f i f t y  p e o p l e ,  e n o u g h  t o
run  th ree  watches  )  .  Hammocks  hooked underneath  where  the  tab- les
w e r e .  A l - l -  s p a c e  w a s  w e l - l  u t i l i z e d .  W e  r a n  s i x  h o u r  w a t c h e s
w h i c h  w e r e  r o t a t e d  o n c e  i - n  a  w h i l e .

E v e r y  i t e m  o f  o u r  c l o t h i n g  w a s  l - a b e l - e d  w i t h  o u r  n a m e s .  W e
put  a l - l  o f  our  d i r ty  laundry  in  our  laund: :y  bag and sent  i t
d o w n  t o  t h e  l a u n d r y .  R e t r i e v a f  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  e l - s e  a g a i n .
E v e r y o n e ' s  c 1 o t h e s  w e r e  m i x e d  u p  t o g e t h e r .  T h e  s y s t e m  w a s
t h a t  s e v e r a l  o f  u s  w o u f d  g o  a t  o n e  t i m e  a n d  o n e  w o u f d  p u ] l
i t e m s  f r o m  t h e  p i 1 . e  a n d  r e a d  o f f  t h e  n a m e .  W h o e v e r  i t  b e l o n g e d
t o  w o u l - d  y e l l  a n d  h e  w o u l d  t h r o w  i t  h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  I f  n o  o n e
a n s w e r e d ,  i t  w a s  t h r o w n  j - n t o  a n o t h e r  p i l e .  E v e r y t h i n g  w a s
b a d l y  r u m p l e d  a n d  c r u m p l e d  a n d  y o u  j u s t  w o r e  i t  t h a t  w a y  - -

e x c e p t  f o r  o u r  d r e s s  b l u e s .  F o r  t h o s e  w e  h a d  w r a n g J - e  s e r v i c e
f o r  w h i c h  w e  p a i d  a  f e e .  P e r h a p s  t h e y  h a v e  a  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t
method fo r  a l - l -  tha t  now.

S l e e p i n g  i n  a  h a m m o c k  w a s  d u c k  s o u p  t o  m e .  N e v e r  h a d  a n y
t r o u b l e  n e v e f  f  e l - l  o u t  .  Y o u ' d  b e  a m a z e d  h o w  w o n d e r f  u l -
i t  i s  t o  s l e e p  i n  a  h a m m o c k ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o v e r  t h e  b r i n y .  T h e
sh ip  wou l -d  ro l -L  many degrees  somet imes bu t  the  hammocks  s tayed
p r e t t y  e v e n .  Y o u r  h e a d  w e n t  t o w a r d  t h e  b o w  o r  s t e r n  a n d  t h e
f e e t  t h e  o t h e r  w a y .  T h e  m a j o r  m o v e m e n t  w a s  s i d e w a y s  s o  t h e
h a m m o c l <  s t a y e d  p u t  w h i l - e  t h e  s h i p  r o l l e d  a r o u n d  i t .  R e a l l y
c o z y  y € s ,  i n d e e d .

M y  m o t h e r  d i e d  a t  a g e  t h i r t y - e i g h t  ( 3 8 )  o f  a t r o p h i - e d  k i d n e y .
T h a t  w a s  d u r i n g  m y  f i r s t  y e a r  i n  s e a  d u t y  ,  L 9 2 8 .  I  w a s  i n  t h e
P a n a m a  C a n a l -  w h e n  w o r d  c a m e  t o  m e .  B e l l e  s e n t  m e  a  t e l e g r a m
a b o a r d  t h e  U S S  M i s s i s s i p p i .  T h e y  p u t  t h e  m e s s a g e  o n  g e n e r a l -
b r o a d c a s t  t o  N a v y  s h i p s  a t  s e a  a n d  f  s a w  m y  c o p y  o f  i t  a s  a
r a d j - o  o p e r a t o r  b e f o r e  i t  w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  c h a n e f s .  G o o d  t h i n g
b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  f o l - l o w e d  b y  a  c a n c e l l a t i o n .  H a d  I  n o t  s e e n  i t ,
i t  w o u l - d  h a v e  b e e n  s o m e  t i m e  b e f o r e  f  w a s  n o t i f i e d  o f  m y
m o t h e r ' s  d e a t h .  I  g u e s s  t h e y  t r i e d  t o  c a n c e l  i t  b e c a u s e  t h e y
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k n e w  I  c o u l d  d o  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  i t  f r o m  t h e r e  a n y w a y .  I
w a s n ' t  d e e p l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  n e w s  h a v i n g  b e e n  s e m i -
o r p h a n  d u r i n g  m o s t  o f  m y  l - i f  e .

f  e a r n e d  $ 2 1 . 0 0  a  m o n t h  a n d  s e n t  a t  l - e a s t  t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  o f
i t  h o m e .  W h e n  m o t $ ' r e l r  D o l 1 y  d i e d  ( I  a l w a y s  c a l l e d  h e r  D o l l y ) ,
P o p  s e n t  m o n e y  f o r  f a r e  f o r  G r a n d m a  a n d  B e l l - e  a n d  t h e y  j o i n e d
h j - m  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  l i v i n g  s o m e w h e r e  c f o s e  t o  t h e  C o l o s e u m .
B e - l l e  w o r k e d  i n  a  v t l e a L  p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t .  P o p  b e c a . m e  b l i n d
a t  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  I  w a s  a w a r e  o f  t h e i - r  n e e d s .  R e n t a l - s
w e r e n ' t  t o o  h a r d  t o  f i n d  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  p r e t t y  c o m f o r t a b l e .

O n e  d a y  a b o a r d  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  I  h e a r d  t h e s e  t w o  g u y s  s i n g i n g
t o g e t h e r .  I t  s o u n d e d  r e a l  e n t i c i n g  a n d  I  g r a v i t a t e d  o v e r
t h e r e .  O n e  a - s k e d  " D o  y o u  s i n g ? "  f  s a i d  " f ' d  l i k e  t o ,  b u t
d o n l t  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t . "  H e  s a i d  " L e t ' s  t r y  s o m e t h i n g . "
O n e  t h i n g  - L e d  t o  a n o t h e r  a n d  I  b e c a m e  t h e  l e a d  s i n g e r .  I t
w a s  t r u l y  j o y o u s  t o  m a k e  h a r m o n y .  I  w a s  r e a l l y  n u t t y  a b o u t  i t .
We a t ta j -ned some sh ipboard  fame and even branched ou t  on
o c c a s i o n .  B e s i d e s  m y s e l f ,  H o w a r d  L .  C o l e m a n  a n d  E l m o  L u c i e n
B a l - d w i n  f  o r m e d  t h e  t r i - o .  T h e  C h a p l a i n  u s e d  u s  f  o r  C h u r c h
s e r v i - c e s  o n  s h i p  "

T h e  b i g g e s t  t h r i l l  w a s  w h e n  w e  -  T h e  R a d - i o  T r i o  -  s a n g  a t  t h e
P o r t s m o u t h ,  V i r g i n i a  H i g h  S c h o o l  g r a d u a t j - o n .  B a l d y  p l a y e d  a
u k e  a n d  s a n g  b a r i t o n e ;  C o l e m a n  s a n g  t e n o r ,  a n d  I  s a n g  l e a d .
C o l e m a n  a n d  B a l - d w i n  w e r e  c a p a b l e  o f  e x c h a n g i n g  p a r t s .  A t  t h e

\ J  g r a d u a t i o n ,  w h i c h  w a s  t h e  h i g h l i g h t  o f  o u r  " c a r e e r " ,  w e  g o t  a
s t a n d i n q  o v a t i o n  b v  t h e  a u d i e n c e .  T H R I L L ! ! !

W e  a l s o  s a n g  o n c e  o v e r  W T A R ,  N o r f o l l < ,  V a . ,  w i t h  r e s u l - t  o f  o n e
" f a n "  l e t t e : :  f r o m  a n  e l d e r l y  c o u p l e .  T h a t t s  i n  m y  s c r a p b o o k .
I t  c o n t a i n e d  t h e i r  p h o n e  n u m b e r  a n d  s o  w e  c a l l e d  t h e m  u p  a n d
w e r e  i n v i t e d  f o r  a  m o s t  p l e a s a n t  d i n n e r  a n d  e v e n i n g  w i t h  t h e m .
W e  a l - s o  r e c e i v e d  a  t h a n k  y o u  n o t e  f r o m  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e
Y M C A  a t  B a r b a d o e s ,  B . W . I .

W h e n e v e r  t h e  U S S  M i s s i s s i p p i  h a d  a  " S m o k e r " ,  a  p r o g r a m
f e a t u r i n g  s h i - p b o a r d  t a l e n t ,  w €  a s  a  t r i o  w e r e  a l w a y s  a s k e d
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  I n  o u r  s i n g i n g  s t y l e  w e  t r i e d  t o  e m u l a t e  t h e
B i l - t m o r e  T r i - o  o f  L . A .  H o t e f  ' s  E a r l -  B u r n e t t  O r c h e s t r a .  W e
w e r e  b i l - l - e d  a s  " T h e  T h r e e  6 o b s  o f  H a r m o n v " .  W e  a d o p t e d  a n
o p e n j - n g  g a m b i t  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

A s  t h e  t r i p  c a m e  o n s t a g e ,  o u r  l e a d e r  w o u l - d  s t r u m
o n  h i s  u k e l e ] e  a n d  w e  w o u f d  s i n q :

T h e r e ' s  a  l i g h t h o u s e  b y  t h e  S e a ,
W e  a r e  t h e  f i r s t  G o b s  o f  h a r : m o n y .
S a i l - o r s  o r i g i n a l ,  y o u  s e e .
W e  t r a v e l -  t h r o u g h  c i t i e s  n o r t h ,  s o u t h ,  e a s t  a n d  w e s t
B u t  d e a r  o l - d  P e d r o  ( o r  w h a t e v e r  )  i s  t h e  o n e

t h a t -  w e  l - o v e  b e s t .
W e  l o v e  t o  s i - n g  s o n g s  o f  h a r m o n y ; ,
S o n g s  t h a t  t h e y  s a n g  s o  l o n g  a g o .
B u t  w i t h  n e w  s o n g s  o f  t o d a y ,
We wi l l -  d r i ve  your  cares  away.
W e ' r e  t h e  t h r e e  G o b s  o f  h a r m o n y .
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A n d  t h e n  w e ' d  s l i d e  i n t o  "  I  A i n t t  G o t  N o b o d y  -  N o b o d y  C a r e s
F o r  M e " ,  " T h e y  C a l - l - e d  H e r  F r j - v o l o u s  S a l " ,  e t c .  h l e  s a n g  a s
l o n g  a " s  t h e y ' d  a p p l a u d .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e  C h a p l a i n  t a l l c e d  i n
n e i g h b o r h o o d  c h u r c h e s  w h e r e  t h e  s h i p  w a s  d o c k e d  a n d  h e ' d
t a k e  u s  a l o n g  f o r  s p i c e .  H o w e v e r ,  h y m n s  w e r e  n e v e r  o u r  t h i n g .

A s  j - n  a n y  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  f r i e n d s h i p s  a r e  b o u n d  t o  b e
b r o k e n  u p  a n d  w e  w e r e  n o  e x c e p t i o n .  T h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  w a s  g o i n g
t o  b e  o v e r h a u l e d  a n d  w e  a l l -  h a d  t o  b e  r e - a s s i g n e d .  S c a t t e r
t h e  T r i o !  D a m n n n . . . . .  !  B a l d w i n  p u t  i n  a  b i d  f o r  a n o t h e r  s h o p ,
t h e  N o r t h h a m p t o n ,  a n d  w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  i t s  c r e w  w h e n  i t  m a d e
i t s  s h a k e d o w n  c : : u i s e  t o  E u r o p e .  H e  g a v e  m e  t w o  p J - e c e s  o f
s h e e t  m u s i c  f o r  w h i c h  h e  h a d  w r i t t e n  t h e  m u s i c  a n d  I  r e c e i v e d
a  f e w  p o s t c a r d s  f r o m  h i m .  B u t  w e  w e r e  n e v e r  a g a i n  t o  m e e t .
C o l e m a n  a n d  I  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  i n  t o u c h  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r s .
E v e n  o u r  f  a m i . l - i e s  g o t  t o g e t h e r  r e g u l a r l y  f  o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  A s
o f  F e b r u a r y  L 9 8 1 ,  C o l e m a n  a n d  I  s t i l - l  g e t  t o g e t h e r  o c c a s i o n -
a l l y ,  t h o u g h  i t ' s  n o t  t h e  s a m e ,  o f  c o u r s e .  '  C a n r t  r e c a p t u r e
t h e  o l d  t i m e s  w h i c h  a r e  g o n e  b u t  n o t  f o r g o t t e n .  I  s t i l - l  c a l l
h i m  " V i p e r " ,  w h i c h  w a s  a  n i c k n a m e  f r o m  t h e  t r i o  d a y s .  I ,  b y
t h e  w a y ,  w a s  c a l l e d  F a g a n  b e c a u s e  o f  s o m e  c o m j - c  s t r i p  c h a r a c t e r
I  l - i ked  .  Somet  imes I  wa,s  ca l - l -ed  "  Foo "  becaus  e  I  was  nu t tv
a b o u t  a  s o n g  c a - l l - e d  " W h a t  T h i - s  C o u n t r y  N e e d s  f  s  F o o " .

I  s p e n t  a  t o t a l -  o f  s i x  y e a : : s  o n  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  a n d  a n o t h e r
s i x  o n  t h e  A r i z o n a "  T h e  b a t t l e  f l e e t  d i d  p r e t t y  m u c h  t h e  s a m e
t h i n g  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r  P a n a m a  H a w a i i  - -  C u b a .  M o s t l y
I  s t a y e d  o n  s h i p  n o  l - i b e r t i e s .  S a w  m o s t l y  s e a .  H o w  m u c h
c a n  y o u  s e e  i n  f i v e  h o u r s  i n  a n y  g i v e n  p l a c e ?  A n d  t h e r e  w o u f d
b e  s o  m a n y  o t h e r  s a i l o r s  a r o u n d  t h a t  w e  h a d  t o  b e  r e s t r i c t e d .
T h e r e  w e r e n ' t  e n o u g h  p l a c e s  t o  g o  t o  l < e e p  o u t  o f  t r o u b l e .
S o m e  w a n t e d  t o  r a i s e  h e l l  a n d  c a u s e d  t r o u b l e  i n  p o r t .

f r v e  b e e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  P a n a m a  C a n a
i t  '  s  r e a l l y  i n t e : : e s t  i n g ,  b u t  o n c e
l - i t t l e  t i m e  o n  s h o r e  s i g h t s e e i n g
s o u v i n i r s .  M o s t  o f  m y  m o n e y  w e n t
t o  f e e l  f r e e  t o  s g u a n d e r .

1  m a n y  t i m e s .  T h e  f i r s t  t i m e
i s  e n o u g h .  I  d i d  s p e n d  a

t h e r e ,  b u t  b o u g h t  f e w
t o  f a m i l - l z  a n d  I  h a d  I i t t l e

f  n e v e r  m a n a g e d  t o  c r o s s  t h e  e q u a t o r  a n d  b e c o m e  a  " s h e 1 l b a c k " .
I  n e a r l y  d i d  o n c e ,  b u t  j u s t  b e f o r e  w e  g o t  t h e r e ,  N a v y  o r d e r s
c a m e  t o  t u r n  a r o u n d ,  s o  f  r e m a i n e d  a  " P o l l y w o g " .  A  P o l l y w o g ,
i n  c a s e  y o u  d i d n ' t  k n o w ,  b e c o m e s  a  S h e l l b a c k  w h e n  h i s  s h i p
c r o s s e s  t h e  e q u a t o r .  T h e  o r i g J - n  o f  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  i s  l o s t  i n
a n t i q u i t y .  A  l o t  o f  h a z i n g  g o e s  o n  w h e n  y o u  b e c o m e  a  S h e l - l - -
b a c k  g e t  y o u r  h e a d  s h a v e d ,  c o a t e d  w i t h  a x l e  g r e a s e ,  e t c .
I  w a s  a  b i t  a p p r e h e n s i v e  a b o u t  i t  a n d  s o  w a s n ' t  t o o  s o r r y  t o
m i s s  m y  c h a n c e .

I  h a d  s h o r e  d u t y  i n  t h e  T w e l - f t h  N a v a l  D i s t r i c t  i n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,
a s s i g n e d  t o  R a d i o  C o m p a s s  S t a t i o n ,  N L H ,  P o i n t  M o n t a r a .  I t
w a s  t h e r e  t h a t  I  m e t  a n d  m a r r i e d  m y  f i r s t  w i f e ,  M a r i e  A u r i c e
R o o s a .  B a d  s c e n e .  S h e  c l - a i m e d  t o  b e  a  n u r s e  b u t  a c t u a l l y
s h e  w a s  a  " L a d y  o f  t h e  N i g h t "  t o  s u p p o r t  h e r  d r u g  d e p e n d e n c y .
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O t h e r w i s e ,  s h e  w a s  a  n i c e  k i d .  f  w a s  p r e t t y  n a i v e  a n d
d i d n ' t  c a t c h  o n  r i g h t  a w a y .  I  t r i e d  r e a l l y  h a r d  t o  h e l p ,
e v e n  t o  t h e  p o i - n t  o f  p u t t i n g  i n  f o r  d u t y  a t  G u a n  o n  t h e  U S S
C h a u m o n t ,  a  p a s s e n g e r  t r a n s p o r t .  I  t h o u g h t  w i t h  n o  s o u r c e
s h e  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  g e t  o f f  d r u g s .  i t  d i d n t t  w o r k  o u t ,  s h e
c o u l d  s t i l l  g e t  a l c o h o l  a n d  j g s t  c o u l d n ' t  o r  w o u l d n t t  l e a d  a
n o r m a l  l i f e .  A f t e r  s h e  g o t  i n  t r o u b l - e  w i t h  t h e  l a w  a n d  w a s
o : : d e r e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  s t a t e s ,  I  r e a l j - z e d  t h e r e  w a s  n o  f u t u r e
w i t h  h e r .  T h e  w h o l d  t h i n g  w a s  a n  e m b a r a s s m e n t  t o  m e  a m o n g
m y  s h i p m a t e s  a n d  I  - i m m e d i a t e l y  p u t  i n  f o r  a n d  r e c e i v e d  a  t r a n s -
f e r  a w a y  f r o m  G u a m .  I  f i n a l l y  o b t a i n e d  a n  a n n u l m e n t  f r o m  h e r
a t  P o r t  O r c h a r d ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  a b o u t  1 9 3 6 .  S h e  h a d  w o n  a
b e a u t y  c o n t e s t  a t  a g e  s e v e n t e e n  a n d  p r o b a b l y  c o u l d n ' t  h a n d l e
t h e  a d u l - a t i o n .  T h e  w h o l e  e x p e r i e n c e  w a s  v e r y  h a r d  o n  m e  a n d
I  h a v e  t r i e d  n o t  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  i t  o r  b r i n g  i t  t o  m i n d  v e r y
o f t e n .  A u r i c e ' s  f a t e  u n k n o w n .  N o t  p r o u d  o f  t h a t  s e s m e n t
o f  m v  l - i f  e .

W h i l e  o n  a  f e w  d a y s  l - e a v e  f r o m  t h e  A r i z o n a  j - n  1 9 4 0  t o  v i s i t  m y
c o u s i n ,  T h e o d o s i a ,  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  f  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  t o
W i l - l i a m  a n d  S a v i ] l a  B l i s s  a n d  t h e i r  t w o  c h i l d r e n ,  W i - l b u r  L e e
a n d  D o r o t h y  l l - e n e .  T h e r e  w a s  m u t u a f  l i k i n g  a l - l -  a r o u n d  a n d  I
e n j o y e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d a n c e  o c c a s i - o n a l l y  w i t h  M r s .  S a v i l l - a
( 5 a f  f y )  B l j - s s .

B u t  t h e r e  w a s  n o t  m u t u a l  a t t r a c t i o n  a t  f i r s t .  I  w a s  q u i t e
b o r e  t o  h e r  a n d  s h e  w a s  j u s t  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  t o  m e .  B u t  I
s a w  i n  h e r  a  f o v e  o f  l - i f e  a n d  p e o p l e .  I  f o u n d  h e r  e a s y  t o
t a l k  t o .  S h e  f o u n d  m e  t o  b e  g e n t l e  a n d  g e n t l e m a n J - y .  I
l i k e d  h e r  a n d  I  l i - k e d  h e r  k i d s .

S e p a r a t i o n  o f  W i l l i a m  B f i s s  a n d  h i - s  w i f e ,  S a v i l l a ,  h a d  b e e n
s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  t w o  a n d  I  a s k e d  S a v i l l a  t o  k e e p  m e
a w a r e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  w h i c h  s h e  d i d  b y  m a i l  u n t i _ l _  t h e y
d i v o r c e d .  S a v i l l - a  t o o k  c u s t o d y  o f  t h e  c h i t d r e n  a n d  w e n t  t o
S a n  D i e g o  t o  l j - v e  w i t h  h e r  s i s t e r ,  N e l l i e  G a m a g e ,  u n t i l  t h e
d i v o r c e  w a s  f i n a l i z e d .  f  w a s  a b l e  t o  s p e n d  s o m e  t i m e  w i t h
t h e m  t h e r e .

f  m a d e  m y  w a y  t o  W a - s h j - n g t o n ,  D . C .  w h e r : e  f  r e - e n l i s t e d  f o r
a s s i g n m e n t  t o  t h e  N a v y ' s  n e w  i n f a n t  s e : : v i c e  o f  P . T .  B o a t s .
W h i l - e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h a t  a s s i g n m e n t  t o  c o m e  t h r o u g h  f  w a s
s t a t i o n e d  t e m p o r a r i l y  a t  B r o o k l y n ,  N . Y .  f  t h e n  s e n t  f o r
Sa l1y  and the  k ids  and we were  mar r ied  a t  our  apar tment  in
B r o o k l y n ,  a  l - i t t  f  e  l - o c k e d - g a t e ,  s u b - f  l o o r  f  u r n i s h e d  a p a r t m e n t
w i t h  a  t i n y  r e c r e a t i o n  g a r d e n - f i k e  s p a c e  w h e r e  I  c o u l d  p f a y
w i t h  t h e  k i d s .  .

T h e  N a v y  d o e s n ' t  t a l < e  t i m e  o u t  f o r  c r e w m e n  t o  g o  o n  h o n e y -
m o o n s ,  s o  w e  l i v e d  d a y  t o  d a y .  M y  s h i p  s o o n  h a d  t o  g o  o u t
w i t h  t h e  s q u a d r o n  f o r  s h a k e d o w n  a r o u n d  t h e  i s l - a n d  o f  C u b a .
W h i l - e  f  w a s  o n  t h e  b r i n y  d e e p  S a l l y  b e c a m e  e x t r e m e l y  i l _ l  a n d
w e n t  t o  K i n g s  C o u n t y  H o s p i t a l  b e c a u s e  s h e  d j - d n ' t  k n o w  a b o u t
N a v y  H o s p i t a l s  a v a i l a b - i l i t y .  T h e  p e o p l e  w h o  w e r e  s u p p o s e d
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t o  g i v e  S a 1 1 y  b l - o o d  t r a n s f u s i o n s  h a d  t r o u b l e  w i t h  h e r  v e i n s
a n d  i n s t e a d  o f  g i v i n g  t h e  b l o o d  t o  h e : r ,  f l - u s h e d  i t  d o w n  t h e
d r a i n  i n  h e r  r a n g e  o f  v j - s i o n .  T h e  d o c t o r ,  n e x t  m o r n i n g  o n
h i s  r o u n d s ,  l o o k e d  a t  h e r  c h a r t ,  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e c o r d  s h o w e d
t h e  b l - o o d  h a d  b e e n  g i v e n  t o  h e r  a n d  c o u l d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y
s h e  w a s n ' t  p e r k i n g  u p ,  a n d  q u e s t i o n e d  h e r .  S h e  b a r e l y  h a d
s t r e n g t h  e n o u g h  t o  p o i n t  t o  a  n e a r b y  s j - n k  a n d  w h i s p e r  " d o w n
t h e  d r a i n .  "  T h e  M D  s a i d  " Y o u  m e a n  t h e y  p o u r e d  t h e  b l - o o k  d o w n
t h e  d r a i n ? "  S a l t y  w e a k l y  n o d d e d  " y e s " .  T h e  M D  s e n t  f o r  n e w
b l o o d  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r e d  i t  h i m s e l f .  F r o m  t h e n  o n  s h e  r a p i d l y
r e c o v e r e d  a n d  w a s  s h o r t l y  b a c k  h o m e .  W e  a l w a y s  w o n d e r e d
w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  t h e  t e c h n i c i a n s  w h o  f a i l e d  t o  d e l l v e r  t h a t
b l - o o d .

I  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  g o t  m y  P . T . B o a t  a s s i g n m e n t  a n d  g o t  t h e
f a m i l y  r e - s e t t f e d  i n  M i a m i ,  F l o r i d a .  W h i l - e  o n  m a n e u v e r s ,
s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  P . T .  B o a t s  w e r e  w e n d i n g  t h e i r  w a y  a r o u n d  C u b a
i n  a n  r r A t r  f o r m a t i o n .  P . T .  1 1  ( m y  B o a t )  r a n  a g r o u n d  o n  a
r e e f  t h a t  w a s n ' t  s h o w n  o n  t h e  c h a r t  w e  h a d .  r i p p e d  t h e
s t a r b o a r d  b o t t o m  b a d l y  a n d  w e  w e r e  s t u c k  f a s t  o n  t h e  r e e f .
T h e  m o t h e r  s h i p  w a s  f o l l o w i n g  o u r  b o a f s  a n d  c a u g h t  u p  t o  u s
s o m e  t w o  h o u r s  l - a t e r .  M e a n w h i l e ,  a  c o u p l e  o f  o u r  P . T .  B o a t s ,
u s i n g  o n e  i n c h  d i a m e t e r  l i n e s ,  t r i e d  t o  p u 1 l  P . T .  1 1  o f f  t h e
r e e f  t o  n o  a v a i l ,  d e s p i t e  o u r  j e t t i s o n i n g  t h i n g s  t o  l i g h t e n
o u r  b o a t .  A l s o ,  m e a n w h i l e ,  a  C u b a n  f i s h i n g  b o a t  s a w  o u r
p l i g h t ,  l a u n c h e d  a  o n e  m a n  l - i f e  b o a t  a n d  c a m e  o v e r  t o  s e e  w h a t
w a s  w h a t .  H e  s p o k e  n o  E n g l i s h  a n d  f  w a s  t h e  o n l y  N a v y  m a n
o n  P . T .  l - 1  w h o  h a d  a n y  k n o w l e d g e  o f  S p a n i s h  - -  t w o  y e a r s  o f
h i g h  s c h o o l  S p a n i s h .  W e  h a d  r o a s t  h a m  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  a n d
o u r  c o o k  h a d  n o t  y e t  d u r n p e d  o u r  r e f u s e  o v e r  t h e  s i d e .  B e f o r e
a n y o n e  c o u l d  s t o p  h i m  f r o m  d o i n g  s u c h  a  s t u p i d  t h i n g ,  t h e
Cuban upended our  garbage can and a l - l  the  ham t r immings
w e r e  s h o r t l y  a f l o a t  i n s i d e  o u r  b o a t .  W h a t  a  m e s s !  M y  S p a n i s h
w a s  i n a d e q u a t e  !  !

O t  c o u r s e ,  a n d  w o u l d n ' t  y o u  k n o w ,  m y  r a d i o  s e t ,  i n  p o o r  s h a p e
a t  b e s t ,  w a s  c o m p l e t e l y  k a p u t .  T h e  s t o r a g e  b a t t e r i e s  w e r e
f l o o d e d  b y  s e a  w a t e r  a n d  w e r e  b e y o n d  r e p a i r .  f  w a s  a  r a d i o -
m a n  w i t h  n o  r a d i o !

E v e n t u a f l y  o u r  m o t h e r  s h i p ,  a  f o r m e r  J o h n s - M a n v i l - l e  y a c h t ,
c a u g h t  u p  t o  u s .  O u r  s i d e  a n d  b o t t o m  w e r e  r u d e l y  p a t c h e d
a n d  w e  w e r e  t o w e d  t o  K e y  W e s t ,  F l o r i d a .  f  n e v e r  - s a w  a n y  n e w s -
p a p e r s .  D i d  o u r  s h j - p w r e c k  e v e r  g e t  i n t o  p r i n t ?  I  w o n d e r ?
T h e  P . T .  L L ,  b y  t h  w d y ,  n e v e r  s a w  m i l - i t a r y  a c t i o n  o r  t r a n s f e r
t o  a c t i v e  d u t y  d u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  I I .

B e f o r e  w e  l - e a v e  m y  P . T .  B o a t  e x p e r i e n c e  g i v e  a  l i s t e n - -
M y  s k i p p e r ,  w h o s e  n a m e  I  f o r g e t ,  w a n t e d  t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t e r  t o
s e n d  a  s e m a p h o r e  m e s s a g e  t o  o u r  f l a g s h i p .  T h e  q u a r t e r m a s t e r
a s k e d  m e  t o  d i c t a t e  a s  h e  s e m a p h o r e d  t h e  w o r d s ,  o n e  a t  a  t i m e .
I  ob l i -ged un t i l -  f  came to  one r^ io rd  in  the  message tha t  I  knew
w a s  s p e l l e d  ( i n  o u r  S k i p p e r ' s  w r i t i n g )  i n c o r r e c t f y .  W h a t  t o
d o ? !  S p e l l  i t  a s  w r i t t e n ,  a n d  l e t  t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t e r  s h a r e
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IL-y Dear Sonny-boy Brrd;-

bered. horo my reother used to start her letters to me af'ter T joli:erX the
llavy. .Sh,e used. to vrj,te; -"1,1y Dear Sonny Sailor ,qoy'r end T thought it
wa$ awfull-y oute, You vrould, have loved lrer ve:iy mueii if she l:ad. l ived
for_ you ta knoiv lnet, for she vias a tom-boy at heart, and understood young
fe l lows l i ke  you.

Itra alvfully sorr$ f hacl to be recalled. to d.uty when T was be-
cause i t  stopped rne from being at  your bir t ,hday party.  But maybe you
arentt.sorry. Just think holrr many wlracks f lvould have had. st you f6T-
your eleventh birthday. i ' f0T{, your seat rvould. have been sore i 'or r, ireeks-*
tivell, at least for a couple of rninutes. HA ITI I{0 }TU 1,/tT00, Sounds like
a Ohinese train whist le,  huh?

Letts So f ishingr Bud" ' . ; tet l l  s t ro l l  dor, ' rn to the d.ock lvhere
the Pol ice boat is t i -ed.  up, get a boat end oars,  run out to the ls land.
and pull in the fish l ike raad. 0Il" l |CIAJr? Sez v,rho? i ' ,rell , anyhov"'r 'so
I:-f CIIT catelr one apiece * maybe.

I  sent Dor lene a couple of  laugh cartoons and in th is l -et ter
yout l l  f incl  ono for younsel f  and one of  those iTishing "r ' fe l l  gadgets.  Gi .ve
tire l ' f ishlng ' i{e}I a test for alf three of you.

You renerober th.e blue jacket I used to wegr in Erooklvn lq/hen ;,
I  came horue? The one vvith the Zlpper and, side pockets? I have lt  t low
a n d i t t s a 1 1 r u i n e . } I o v . l e v e r , I a 1 s o h a v e a p a i r o f p a n t s n a d ' e f r o m t h e
saf te  ruater ia ] .  and f  donr t  th ink I  lv i l l  ever  be able- to  use then,  Ask
iiornrny whet she t l i inks of r,rakj-ng you a palr of f ighting pants out of then.
The rraterial ls alnrost as Sood as nelv and" is r,vashable. i l1o r you v,louldn r t  i
be able to  raake a sa i lors  uni form out  o f  them because theyrre not  t i ra t
lc lno of  i i ra t .er ia l .  Forryn Bud,

I rea], ly enlry you dorlrrn there in Hiami for the vreather hasnrt
becorte quite warr. i  enough here for real cornfort. JTorr,rever, the air ls
rnuc l t  c leaner  than thE: t  o f  Brooklyn.  At  least  T f ind.  i t  c leeuer  here at
the F i r i ladelphia NavS'  l lard.  J  l ia te  the d i r t  o f  qrooklyn,  Donr t  youo

Looks l l l re  I  rm
If f  had sotue l: iore,
$o a l ] -  I  have le f t
iTistr oceans of love

about  a l l  out  o f  foo
f r d r i :"r i te i t  to yoo

to say is  good*boo
and please l ' ' rr i , te to

t i
\a4",paddyl',.f aS.
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r , v i t h  m e  t h a t  a n  e r r o r  w a s  t h e r e ,  o r  s e n d .  i t  a s  w r i t t e n  a n d .
e m b a r a s s  t h e  s K i p p e r  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  r e c i p i _ e n t  a n d  h a n d l - e r " s ?
r  t o o k  a  c h a n c e  a n d  d i c t a t e d  t h e  c o r r e c t  s p e l r i - n g .  '  p r o b -
a b r y  t h e  r e a l -  r e a s o n  r  w a s  t r a n s f e r r r d  o u t  o f  t h e  p . T . r s .
M r z  c l - i  n n n -  ^ h e w e d  m e  o u t  f  o r  m - z  a c t  ' i  n n  a n d  r  i  c h l -  f  r r  I  I" l  u r l f l r l r u !  e r t s v v g u  l L t E  v u L  I U !  u u L r v l l ,  s f r s  _ r _ _ r y  s o .

A n o L . h e r  P . T . B o a t  e x p e r i e n c e  f o l - l - o w s .  r  w a s  g o i n g  t o  l e a v e  i t
o u t  b u t  w i l - b u r  i n s i - s t s  i t  s h o u - l d  b e  i n c l - u d e d .  H e  c a f l - s  i t
" T h e  c r a p p e r  f n c i d e n t " .  y o u  w i l l -  r e c a l - l -  t h a t  t h e  t o i l _ e t  ( h e a d
i n  N a v y  l a n g u a g e  )  w a s  i n v e n t e d  b y  a n d  f r e q u e n t l y  c a l l e d  b y  t h e
n a m e  o f  c r a p p e r  ( g i v e n  n a m e  u n r e m e m b e r e d ) .  r n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r
c a s e ,  w €  w e r e  p r a c t i c i n g  m a n e u v e r s  a t  M i a m i ,  F f o r i d a .  w e  l - e f t
t h e  d o c k  a n d  t h e  w a t e r  w a s  . s m o o t h  a s  g l a s s  a n d  r v e  j u s t  w e n t
r i g h t  a l o n g .  r  w e n t  t o  t h e  h e a d  a n d  h a d  j u s t  g o t  s e t t l e d  w h e n
w e  g o t  o u t s i d e  t h e  h a r b o r .  T h e  s i - t u a t i o n  c h a n g e d  r a p - i d l y .
T h e  w a t e r  g o t  r o u g h  a n d  t h e  v i b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  b o a t  w a s  e x r r e m e .
f  t r i e d  t o  s t a n d  u p  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  t o  h a n g  o n  t o  a n d
e v e r y t i m e  r  f l e x e d  m y  k n e e s  t h e  t o i l e t  s e a t  c a m e  u p  t o  m e e t
m e .  T  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  u p .  r  c o u f  d  n o t  g e t  u p .  r  h a d  a n  _ r _ m p o s s - , .

s i b l - e  s i t u a t l o n .  F i n a f  r y  d e c i d e d  i l d  s r t  d o w n  a n d  w a i t  f o r
a  c a l m .  r  d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  m u c h  1 - i m e  r  s p e n t  o n  t h a t  t o i l e t
s e a t  b u t  i t  m u s t -  h a v e  b e e n  a  w h i f e  b e c a u s e  f  w a s  m i s s e d  o n
d e c k  a n d  s o m e o n e  c a m e  l o o k i n q  f o r  m e .  S a v e d .

A f t e r  r e a c h i n g  K e y  w e s t ,  r  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t - h e  R e c e i v i n g
S h i p  a t  B r o o k l y n .  r  w a s  t h e n  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  u s s  A n t a e u . s ,  a
c o n v e r t e d  G r a c e l - i n e  p a s s e n g e r  s h i p ,  w h o s e  c i v i r i a n  s t a t u s
n a m e  w a s  t h e  s . s . s t .  J o h n .  r t  w a s  c o n v e r t e d  t o  a  s u b m a r i n e
t e n d e r  a  m o t h e r  s h i p  f o r  a  g r o u p  o f  s u b m a r i n e s .  T h e  m o t h e r
s h i p  p r o v i d e d  f r e s h  s u p p l i e s ,  m e c h a n i c a f  h e l p ,  d o c t o r s ,  e t c .
t o  t h e  s u b m a r i n e s  i n  h e r  c a r e .  T h e : : e  w a s  a  s u b m a r i , n e  B a s e  i n
N e w  L o n d o n ,  c o n n e c t i c u t  a n d  t h e  f a m i l y  w a s  s e t t - f e d  t h e r : e  r n
o r d e r  t o  b e  w i t h  m e  w h e n e v e r  r  h a p p e n e d  t o  b e  i n  p o r t .  T h a t ' s
w h y  f  w a s  i n  N e w  - L o n d o n  o n  D e c e m b e r  7 t h  o f  r g 4 r .  r  w a s  j u s t
b a r e l y  h o m e  f r o m  b e i n g  a t  s e a  a n d  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  a  c o u p l e
o f  d a y s  w i t h  m y  f a m i l y .  W e  h e a r d  o n  t h e  r a d i o  a b o u t  t h e
J a p a n e s e  b o m b i n g  P e a r f  H a r b o r  w i t h  t h e  w o r d s :  , ' T h i s  i s  n o
d r i l f  a l f  N a v y  p e r s o n n e l  r e p o r t  t o  y o u r  s h i p . "  r  k n e w  i t
w a s  g o i n g  t o  b e  " h u r r y  u p  a n d  w a i t '  a n d  s o  < l e c i d e d  t o  p r e t e n d
f  o r  a  f  e w  h o u r s  t h a t  r  h a d n ' t  h e a r d  i t  - s o  r  c o u - ' L d  s p e n d  a  f  e w
p r e c i o u s  h o u r s  w i t h  S a l l y  a n d  t h e  k i d s .  B u t  i t  w a s  n o  u s e ,
T h e  a p p r e h e n s i v e  n e i g h b o r s  m a d e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  r  g o t  t h e  w o r d
m a n y  t i m e s  o v e r .  s o  r  w e n t  b a c k  a b o a r d  s h i p .  A n d  w e  s a t  t h e r e
a n  p o r t ,  a n d  s a t  t h e r e  i n  p o r t ,  a n d  s a t  t h e r e  i n  p o r t .  N o
l i b e r t y .  H o w  l o n g ?  I n t e r m i n a b l y .  R u m o r s  w e r e  f l y i n g  t h a t
G e r m a n s  h a d  b e e n  s i g h t e d ,  t h e  b a s e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  b e  b o m b e d ,
e t c .  e t c .  I t  w a s  f  r u s t r : a t i n g .  f  r d  b e e n  a t _  s e a  b a r e J - y  g o t
h o m e  t o  f a m i l y  a n d  n o w  s t u c k  a b o a r d  s h i p  d o i n g  n o t h i n g  w h i l e
m y  l - o v e d  o n e s  w e r e  s o  n e a r b y  b u t  o u t  o f  r e a c h .

T h i s  w a s  a l s o  a  v e r y  s a d  t i m e  f o r  m e .  y o u  w i l f  r e m e m b e r  t h a t
f  w a s  o n  t h e  u s s  A r l z o n a  f o r  s i x  y e a r s  a n d  h a d  o n l y  b e e n  o f f
o f  h e r  f o r  s i x  m o n t h s  w h e n  t h e  J a p a n e s e  s t r u c l - , .  M o s t  o f  t h e
r a d i - o m e n  I  h a d  w o r k e d  a n d  b u d d i e d  w i t h  w e r e  o n  b o a r d  w h e n  s h e
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was bombed and a l l -  bu t  two were  k i f led  and remain  w i th  her
a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  H o n o l u ] u  H a r b o r .  T h e  t w o  w h o  e s c a p e d  w e r e
J o h n n y  N i c h o l s  a n d  o . w .  p r o s s e r .  T h e y  w e r e  m a r r i _ e d  m e n  w h o s e
w i v e s  w e r e  i n  H o n o r u l u  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  o n  l j _ b e r t y  o v e r  t h e  w e e k -
e n d .  T h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a m e  d i r e c t r y  f r o m  J o h n n y  h i m s e l _ f  w h o
f  k n e w  v e r y  w e l l .  r n  f a c t ,  i t  w a s  h e  w h o  s t o o d  u p  w i t h  m e
w h e n  r  g o t  m y  a n n u l l m e n t  f r o m  m y  f i r s t  w i f e .  r  k n e w  m a n y  o f
the  ones  who d ied  and in  memor ia l  to  them i l  d  l_ ike  to  inc luoe
t h e  n a m e s  o f  e n r i s t e d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l _  w h o  w e r e  o n  t h e
U S S  A r i z o n a  w i t h  m e .

C R M  J . M .  B e c k e r
C R M  C . R .  P e t t i t
R M l c  W . P .  B u c y
R M 2 c  D . L .  H i n d e s
R M 2 c  J .  E .  N i c h o l - s
R M 2 c  E .  C .  S c h i l - l - a t
R M 3 c  R . M .  B r a a t e n
R M 3 c  A . L .  C f a r k  ,
R M 3 c  R . c .  D e l a n g e s
R M 3 c  L . C .  G i b b s
R M 3 c  F .  J o n e s
R M 3 c  c .  J .  M u e n i c h
R M 3 c  A .  P a l l a g i
R M 3 c  H . J .  T h o m p s o n
S l - c  S .  F .  D e m i n g
S l c  J . E .  D u n c a n
S l c  J .  L .  H o l l - a n d
. S l - c  L .  R .  P r a y
S . l - c  V .  R .  W h i t l - o c k
S l c  N . H .  W i t t
S 2 c  L . C .  C u r t i s
S 2 c  C . E .  J o n e s
S 2 c  J . W .  W i l - d t
Y 3 c  B .  R .  E d m u n d s
S 2 c  C . W .  G o r t o n

C R M  J . D .  C a m p b e l l
R M l c  E . L .  A n g l e
R M l c  J . R .  W a l t o n
R M 2 c  A . c .  M u d g e
R M 2 c  O . W .  P r o s s e r
R M 3 c  W . J .  A b b o t t
R M 3 c  J .  J .  C a r t e r
R M 3 c  E . A .  D i e c k m a n n
R M 3 c  C .  O .  G a s k i - n
R M 3 c  J . a . a .  G o s s e l i n
R M 3 c  O . A .  J a h r l i n g
R M 3 c  D . A .  O t B r i e n
R M 3 c  H . D .  S h i p p e n
RM3c G.  U l l -man
S l - d  W .  D .  D o w n i n g
S l - c  E " L "  H i g 1 e y
S l - c  F .  L .  H u t t o n
S l - c  F . L .  T h o m a s
S l - c  V .  R .  W h i t l - o c k
P F C  D . B .  S a x o n  ( U S M C )
S 2 c  U .  T "  K n u t i n e n
S 2 c  W . A .  J o n e s
R M 3 c  G . P .  O v e r s t r e e t
l i l - c  c . A .  B r y n i n g
S . l - c  J .  J .  S c h w e i g h o f  e r

Al -so  i n  remembrance  o f  t he  uss  A r i zona  and  my  los t  f r i ends
the reon ,  I  'm  go ing  to  i nc l -ude  a  poem tha t  t e l l - s  he r  s to ry
v e r y  w e l l .

VO]CE FROM THE ARIZONA
B y  J a c k  F .  L a n g h a m ,  U S N  ( r e t . )  D e c e a s e d .

I t r s  t i m e  t o  b r e a k  t h e  s i l _ e n c e
f  h a v e  k e p t  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ;
I  w a n t  t o  s e n d  a  m e s s a g e
T o  d r y  a u i a y  y o u r  t e a r s .

L e t  m y  s t o r y  b e  h e a r d  b y  m o t h e r s
W h o s e  s o n s  I  s t i l l _  e n f o l d ,
A n d  t o  a l l  t h e  w i v e s  o f  l o v e d  o n e s
W h o  d e f e n d e d  m e  b r a v e  a n d  b o f d
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T o  y o u  w h o ' v e  s e r v e d  i n  b a t t l e s h i p s
O r  p e r h a p s  y o u  s h i p p e d  w i t h  m e ,
Y o u  m i g h t  b e  m o u r n i n g  a  s h i p m a t e
W h o  i s  r e s t i n g  b e n e a t h  t h e  s e a .

M y  s t o r y  b e g a n  i n  B r o o k f y n - -
N i n e t e e n - s i x t e e n  w a s  t h e  d a t e .
T h e y  c h r i s t e n e d  m e  " A r j - z o n a "
A f t e r  t h e  S u n n y  b a b y  S t a t e .

f  w a s  a  p r o u d  s h i p  " A r j - z o n a " ,
A n d  m 1 r  c o m m i s s i o n i n g  b e c a m e  c o m p l e t e
T h e  d a y  I  t o o k  m y  p l a c e  i n  l i n e
W i t h  t h e  m i g h t y  U . S .  F l e e t .

My bow c leaved th rough the  water -
M y  s i s t e r s  s t e a m e d  a t  m y  s i d e - -
f  w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  N a v y
T h a t  e v e r  g r a c e d  a  t i d e .

I f  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  a  s o n  o f  m i n e ,
Y o u  h e l p e d  m e  e a r n  m y  f a m e .
You served me we l - - l  and  fa i th fu l l y -
I  '  l - l  a lways  cher  j -sh  your  name.

T h e  y e a r s  s p e d  b y  t o o - f a s t ,  i t  s e e m s ,
A n d  t h i s  l a d y  w a s  g r o w i n g  o l - d ;
Then in famy a t  Pear l  Harbor
M y  d e s t i n y  d i d  u n f o l d .

T h a t  t r a n q u i l  S u n d a y  m o r n i n g
F o u n d  m e  s e c u r e d  i n  b a t t l e s h i p  r o w ;
T h e n  w i t h o u t  a  s i g n  o f  w a r n i n g
I  s u f f e r e d  m y  f i r s t  b l o w .

M y  c r e w  r u s h e d  t o  b a t t l e  s t a t j - o n s
A n d  v a l - i a n t l y  b e g a n  t o  f i g h t - -
T h e  a g g r e s s o r s  c a m e  o n  r e l e n t l e s s l y - -
A t t a c k !  A t t a c k !  W i t h  n o  r e s p i t e .

M y  b o i l e r s  b l - e w  w i t h  a  r e s o u n d i n g  b l a s t
When a  bomb dropped down my s tack* -
T h e  m a g a z i n e s  w e r e  n e x t  t o  g o - -
A  b l o w  t h a t  b r o k e  b v  b a c k .

C o l o r s  f l y i n g  -  a  l a s t  s a l u t e
A n d  w i t h  t w j - s t e d  a n d  b u r n i n g  s t e e l ,
I  g a v e  i n  t o  m e r c i f u l  w a t e r s
a n d  f e l t  m u d  e n g u l f  m y  k e e l .

N o w  I  r e s t  b e n e a t h  t h e  w a v e s ,
E m b r a c i n g  m y  b e l o v e d  c r e w - -
A l m o s t  t h e  e n t i r e  e o m p l i m e n t ;
( l n o  t h o r r s a n d  O n e - h u n d r e d  a n d  t w o .u r l v 9 U 9 l r u ,

-  1 B -



Though our  wor l_d ly  day .s  a re  over ,
D o n t t  f o r  a  m o m e n t  b e  m i s l e d ;
T h e  s p i r i t  w j _ t h i n  m e  i s  s t i l l  a l i v e ,
K i n d l e d  b y  t h e  g a l l a n t r y  o f  m y  d e a d .

W e  r e c e i v e  y o u r  p r a y e r s  a n d  t r i b u t e s ,
W e  h e a r  y o u  t o l l  o u r  b e 1 l ;
W e  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  r e v e r e n c e s
M u c h  m o r e  t h a n  w o r d s  c a n  t e l f  .

I f  w e  c o u l _ d  a s k  o n e  t h i n g  o f  y o u ,
O u r  s o l - e  r e q u e s t  w o u l d  b e ;
Do ever ) r th ing  w i th in  your  power
T o  k e e p  o u r  n a t i o n  s t r o n g  a n d  f r e e .

A n d  f ,  J e s s e ,  w o u l d  a s k  o f  m y  d e s c e n d e n t s ,  t h a t  i f  e v e r  y o u
h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i s i t  t h e  H a w a i i a n  f s l a n d s  t h a t  y o u
v i s i t  t h e  u s s  A r i - z o n a ,  w h i c h  i s  n o w  a  N a f i o n a - r  S h r i n e ,  a n d
g i v e  a  m o m e n t s  s o f i t u d e  a n d  r e v e r e n c e  i n  h o n o r  o f  m y  a s s d c i a t e s
a n d  b u d d i e s  w h o  " w e n t  d o w n  w i t h  t h e  s h i p ' t  - -  t h e  u . s . s .  A r i z o n a .

A f t e r  P e a r l -  H a r b o r  I  w a s
t o  t h e  U . S . S .  H a r r i s o n ,
a t  a  - s h i p y a r d  a t  O r a n g e ,
l a d y  B o n n i e  B a l i e r  o f
O r r i n  T u c k e r ' s  O r c h e s t r a
f o r  h e r  t o  b e  f i n i s h e d .
c h a r g e  o f  t h e  b a r r a c k s .

p u l l e d  o f f  t h e  A n t a e u s  a n d  a s s i g n e d
D e s t r o y e r  5 7 3 .  S h e  w a s  b r e i n g  b u i l t

T e x a s ,  t h e  h o m e t o w n  o f  a  m o r e  f a m o u s
" O h ,  J o h n n y "  f a m e  a n d  o t h e r s  w i t h
.  W a s  s e n t  t o  N e w  O r l e a n s  t o  w a i t

f  w a s  s t a t i o n e d  a c r o s s  t h e  r i - v e r  i n

S a l l y  a n d  t h e  k i d s ,  m e a n w h i l e ,  h a d  c o m e  t o  N e w  O r l - e a n s .
o n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  s e e i n g  m e  i n  u n i f o r m  a n d  m i s t a k i n g  m y  q o l d
s e r v i c e  s t r i p e s  a s  b e i n g  c a p t a i n ' s  B a r s ,  a  l a d v  r e n t e d .  r r " i
h o r n e  t o  s a l l y .  w e  m o v e d  i n  a n d  s e t  h e r  s t r a i g h t  a s  t o  t h e
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  s t r i p e s .  I { o w e v e r ,  m y  g e n t l e  w i f e  a n d
w e l - l - b e h a v e d  k i d s  d i s a r m e d  h e r  a n d  a l - l  w a s  w e l l - .

T h i s  m i g h t  b e  a  g o o d  p l a c e  t o  i n s e r t  a  n o t e  a b o r i t -  m y  n e w  r o l e
o f  f a t h e r h o o d .  r  h a d  t w o  v e r y  w e l l  b e h a v e d  k i d s  w h e n  r  g o t
m a r r i e d  t o  s a l l y .  w e  p l a y e d  t o g e t h e r  a s  t h r e e  k i d s  a n d  a n v
d i s c i p l i n i n g  t h a t  w a s  t o  b e  d o n e  w a s  d o n e  b y  s a r r y .  w h e n  = r r o
s a i d  " J . R . "  T  s t o o d  a t  a t t e n t i - o n .  r  e n j o y e d  e v e r y  m i n u t e  o f
f a t h e r h o o d  r  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p e r i - e n c e .  E v e r y w h e r e
w e  w e n t ,  w e  t o o k  t h e  k i d s  w i t h  u s  a n d  t h a t ' s  t h e  w a y  w e  f i k e d  i t

w h e n  s h e  w a s  r e a d y ,  t h e  c r e w  w e n t  t o  T e x a s  t o  g e t  t h e  u . s . s .
H a r r i s o n .  w e  h a d  a  c o m m i s s i o n i n g  c e r e m o n y  a n d  t i r e n  p r a c t i c e d
w i t h  t h e  g r e e n  c r e w  b y  g o i - n g  t o  s e a  f o r  m a n e u v e r s  a n d  a  s h a k e -
0 0 w n  c r u l - s e .

T h e n  w e  w e n t  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  t o  r v a r !  T h e  f a m i l y  w e n t  t o
c a l i f o r n i a  t o  w a i t  o u t  t h e  d , u r : a t i o n  o f  t h e  w a r .  r  w a s  c r e -
d i t e d  w i t h  t h i r t e e n  b a t t f e  s t a r s  o n  m y  r e c o r d .  T h e  f i r s t  o n e
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w e  e n g a g e d  i n ,  m y  r a d i o  t e c h n i c i a n  a n d  f  w e r e  o u t -  o n  d e c k
w a t c h i n g  t h e  t r a c e r  b u l - t e t s  g o i n g  h i t h e r  a n d  y o n "  r t  f  i n a l J y
d a h i n e d  o n  u s  t h t  t h o s e  t h i n g s  w e r e  r e a l  a n d  w e  g o t  i n s i d e
b e h i n d  q u a r t e r  i n c h  s t e e r ,  w h i c h  m a k e s  m e  - l a u g h .  w h a t r s  f u n n y
a b o u t  i t  i . s  t h t  i t  w o u l d n r t  h a v e  d o n e  u s  a n y  g o o d  h a d  o n e  c o m e
o u r  ! v a y .  w e  w e r e  s c a r e d .  f n  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  e x c h a n g e  o f
g u n f i r e  t h o u g h ,  y o u  a r e  m o r e  o r  l - e s s  u n a w a r e  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h o s e
t h i n g s  m - t g h t  h a v e  ; y o u r  n a m e  o n  i t .  y o u  j  u s t  g o  a h e a d  a n d  d i d
your  bus iness .  And t -ha ' fS  how i t  t vas  fo r  me th : :oughout  the
w a r  a n d  a f l -  t h e  b a t t l - e s  I  w a s  a  p a r t  o f  .

D u r i n g  t h o s e  l o n g  m o n t h s ,  m y  s h i p  s u f f e r e d  n o  d a m a g e  o t h e r
+ l - - - .  L - ' - " : - -  -  q m a - l  I  n - i a n a  a F  < h r a n n a - l  f r n m  a  F - l n r . | -  - i n nL f , I d . I l  l I c t v J I I $  c r  u r r ( 1 1  m 1 n e

s t r i k e  o u r  s m o k e s t a c k .  O n  o n e  o c c a s i o n ,  f  w a s  a f o n e  o u t  o n
d e c k  a t  a b o u t  s e v e n  a " m .  w a t c h i n g  t h e  w a t e t :  p a s s i n g  b y  a t  t e n
k n o t s .  f  s u d d e n l y  s a w  a  f l - o a t i n g  m i n e  w i t h i n  i n c h e s  o f  o u r
s h i p .  T o o  f a r  f r o m  t h e  b r i d g e  t o  m a k e  m y s e l f  h e a r d  a n d  t o o
f r o z e n  l n  f e a r  t o  t r y "  T h e  m i n e  f a i l e d  t o  e x p l o d e  a n d  t h e
U S S  H a r r i s o n  p a s s e d  s a f e l y .  W h a t  s h o u l d  f  h a v e  d o n e ?  W h a t
w o u l d  ) z o u  h a v e  d o n e ?  L o o k i n g  b a c k ,  I  t h - i n k  I  s h o u l d  h a v e
n o t i f i e d  t h e  O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  D e c k  o f  w h a t  I  h a d  s e e n  a n d
p o s s i b l y  s a v e  a n o t h e r  s h i p .

I  s e r v e d  a t  s e a  d u r i n g  a _ l l -  o f  W o r l d  W a r  I I  a n d  i n  s i x  y e a r s ,
S a l 1 y  a n d  I  h a d  a  t o t a l  o f  s i x  m o n t h s  t o g e t h e r : !  D u r i n g  t h o s e
l o n g  y e a r s  t h e  m a i n  b r i g h t  s p o t  w a s  m a i l  c a l l _ .  I  m a y  b e  a  m a n
o f  f e w  w o r d s  i n  p e r s o n ,  b u t  I  d i d  a  f i n e  j o b  o f  c o r r e s p o n d i n g
b y  l e t t e r  d u r : i n g  w a r t i m e .  I  w r o t e  n e a r l y  e v e r : y  d a y  a n d  S a l l y
d i d  t h e  s a m e .  s o m e t i m e s  w h e n  m a i f  w a s  d e t a y e d  i n  c a t c h - i n g  u p
w i t h  u s  f  ' d  h a v e  a  w h o f e  s t a c k  o f  l - e t t e r " s  t o  r e a d .  I t  w a s
a  d e l - i c i o u s  t i m e ,  t h e  r : e a d i n g  o f  t h o s e  f e t . t e r s  ,  m u c h  s a v o r e d .
S a 1 l y  k e p t  m y  l - e t t e r s  a n d  s a m p l e s  m a y  b e  r e a d  i n  h e r  l i f e  s t o r y .
I  d i d n r t  s a v e  h e r s ,  b u t  f o r t u n a t e l y  s h e  s a v e d  a  c o p y  o f  a
p o e m  o r  t w o  s h e  s e n t  m e  i n  h e r  f e t t e r s ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b e i n g
a n  a v a m n _ l  a .

v z r u r u y r v  6

JAY

A l t h o u g h  y o u ' r e  g o n e ,  y o u  l e f t  b e h i n d
T n a n j - m a t e  o b j e c t s  t h a t  r e m i n d
M e  o f  t h e  o n e  w h o  i s  s o  d e a r ,
A n d  n o v r  i s  s a i l - i n q  f a r  f r o m  h e r e .

Y o u r  r a z o r  s t i l ] -  i s  o n  t h e  s h e l f
A  v e r y  s a u c y  l - i t t l e  e - l f  ,
A n d  a l s o  s t a n d i n g  s i d e  b y  s i d e ,
T w o  s o a p y  s p o o l s  w h - L c h  h a v e  d r i e d "

f  t u r n  a r o u n d  t h e  r o o m  a n d  s e e :
A n  a s h t r a y  t h a t  i s  s t i l - f  e m p t y ,
A  r : h a i r  \ / o l r  s a v e d  w i t h  r u b b e r  t a n e

J - * L g } , v ,

A  p a n  f  b u r n e d  a n d  y o u  w o u l d  s c r a p e "
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O h ,  D a r l i n g ,  m u s t  I  a l w a y s  t h i n k
O f  y o u  w h e n  f  a m  a t  t h e  s i n k ?
O f  a l l  t h e  l i t t l - e  t h i n g s  y o u  d o
That  make me s imp ly  worsh ip  yor - r?

T  . ^ ^  ^  f  1 t -  ! L  i  . ^ l '  t z n t t  I  r o  \ r a r \ z  n r a n dr  r  E c t - r J y  L - r r _ L l l J \ ,  y \ J L r  J _  C  V e I  y

Y o u  a f w a y s  s e e m  t o  u n d e r s t a n d !
Y o u  p r e s s  y o u r  l i p s  t o  m i n e  a n d  f o ! !
f  never  wan i -  to  l -e t  vou  qo !  I  !

Y o u  c a n  s e e  h o w  s u c h  l - e t t e r s  w o u l d  c h e e r  a  l - o n e l y  f e l l o w  u p .
L e t t e r s  w e r e  e > < c h a n g e d  b e t w e e n  w i f b u r  a n d  D o r o t h y  6 n 6  m y s e l f
a l , s o  a n d  t h e s e  e x c h a n g e s  w e r c  m u c h  e n j o y e d  b y  m e .

T h e  w a r  w a s  f i n a l l y  o v e r  a n d  r  f o u n d  m y s e l f  o n  t h e  u s s  S k a n i a
a n d  w e  w e r e  j - s l a n d  h o p p i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  s o u t h  p a c i f i c .  w h a t  i n
t h e  h e c k  w e r e  w e  d o i n g  o u t  t h e r e ?  r  d o n ' t  k n o w .  M e a n v r h i l e
m y  o r d c r s  t o  s h o r e  d u t y  h a d  b e e n  s e n t  b y  m a i l  a n d  e a c h  t i m e
w e  l - e f  t  a  p o r t  m y  o r d e r s  a r r i v e d  r i g h t  a f  t e r  w e  l - e f  t  !  F i n a - l l y
t h e y  c a u g h t  u p  w i t h  m e  a n d  I  w a s  i m m e d i a t e l y  o r d e r e d  t o  t h e
L o n g  B e a c h  N a v a l -  S t a t i o n .  I  w a s  o n  a  b i g  t r a n s p o r t  f u l l _  o f
t r o o p s  b e i n g  r e l e a s e d  f r o m  a c t j _ v e  d u t y  a n d  c o m j - n g  h o m e .
r t  h a d  b u n k s  f o u r  h i g h  i n  e v e r y  p o s s i b f e  p l a c e  w h e r e  t r o o p s
c o u l d  b e  b u n k e d "  B a t h i n g  w a s  q u i t e  a  c h o r e  a s  w e  w e r e
a f f o w e d  o n e  h a l - f  b u c k e t  o f  w a t e : :  p e r  m a n  p e r  d a y  f o r  p e r s o n a l
n e e d s .  f  m a d e  m y  w a y  t o  t h e  E a s t  C o a s t -  u s i n g  o n e  w a s h r a g
i n s t e a d  o f  t o w e - l - s  e t c .  J u s t  o n e  w a s h r d g ,  a n d  I  k e p t  m y s e l f
c l - e a n  a l l  t h e  w a y .  W e  w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a n a m a  C a n a l -  t o  g e t
t o  t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  a n d  c a m e  w i t h i n  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  h u n d r e d
m i ] - e s  o f  s a n  D i e g o  t o  d o  i t .  M o s t  o f  u s  w a n t e d  t h e  w E S T  c o a s t !
I  g o t  t r a n s f e r r e d  i n  B o s t o n  a n d  t o o k  a  t r a i n  f r o m  B o s t o n  r o
S a n  D i e g o  N a v a - l  R e c e - i - v _ i - n g  S h i p  ( w h i c h  w a s  a  s h i p  b u t  a l s o  a
l a n d i n g  a r e a  a n d  b a r r a c k s  )  i n  S a n  D i e g o .

T h e r e  i t  t u r n e d  o u t  t h a t
u p  w i t h  s o m e o n e  e l - s e s  a n d
I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  e x p e c t e d  t
t h e r e  f o l l - o w e d  a  t i m e  o f
o u t .

m y  h e a l t h  r e c o r d  h a d  b e e n  m i x e d
i t  i n d i c a t e d  I  h a d  t u b e r c u f o s i s .

r a n s f e r  t o  s h o r e  d u t y  a t  L o n g  B e a c i : ,
a p p r e h e n s i o n  u n t i f  i t  w a s  s t r a i g h t e n e d

S a j - l y  a n d  t h e  h i d s  h a d  b e e n  l - i v i n g  i n  L o s  A n g e t e s ,  b u t  n o w
w i t h  m y  r e t u r n ,  w e n t  t o  L o n g  B e a c h  t o  b e  n e a r  m e .  W e  s e t t f e d
t h e  f a m i l y  i n t o  T r u m a n  B o y d  i n  L o n g  B e a c h .  I t  w a s  a  l - o v ;
i n c o m e  h o u s i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e r e  w e r e  l o n g  t w o  s t o r y
b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  e i g h t  o r  t e n  a p a r t m e n t s  i n  e a c h  o n e .  f  w a s
w o r k i n g  e i g h t  h o u r  d a l z s  a t  t h e  N a v a l  B a s e  a s  a  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r .
A l s o ,  I  w a s  s u p e r v i s o r  o f  a  w a t c h  v ' z h i c h  i n c f u d e d  a  c o u p l e  o f
W a v e s  ( t a d y  s a i l - o r s ) .  I t  v r ' a s  n o  s t r a i n  a t  a l l  f o r  m e  t o
a d a p t  t o  " n o r m a l  l i f e " .

W e  t h e n  m o v e d  f o r  a  t i m e  t o  N a v y  h o u s j - n g ,  w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  o f
o n e  I  e v e  I  c e m e n t  f  I  o o r  d r r n l e x e s  .  o u r s  v / a s  o n  c o n s t  i t u t  i o n* " F

L a n e "  M e m o r y  t h e r e  i s  o f  a  l i t t l e  d o g  w e  h a d  t h a t  g o t  r u n
o v e r  b y  a  c a r :  a n d  w a s  s o  b a d l y  i n j u r e d  I  h a d  t o  k i l }  h i m  i n
f r o n t  o f  W i l b u r  a n d  m a v b e  o t h e r s .  B a d  m e m o r \ z .
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r n  1 9 4 1  w e  b o u g h t  o u r  h o m e  a t  3 1 6 6  G c t ' d e n  A v e n u e ,  i o i n r n g
t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r ] d  i - n  s o  d o i n g .  L i f e  w a s  g o o d  n a m e d
t h e  c a r  ( O a l a l i l r y )  n a m e s  t h e  s t o v e  ( s i r  E v o t s  - -  s r o v e
s p e l l e d  b a c k w a r d s )  g o t  a  d o g ,  d e a r  l _ i t t l - e  B u d d y .

w e  g o t  B u d d y  p r i m a r i l y  t o  b e  a  c o m p a n i o n  t o  D o r o t h y ,  b u t  s h e
d i d n t t  m u c h  c a r e  f o r  p o o c h e s  s o  h e  g r a v i t a t e d  t o  m e .  r  f o v e d
t h a t  l - i t t l - e  d o g !  H e  w a s  a  G o f d e n  s p i t z .  w e  f o u n d  h i m  f r o m
a  p r i v a t e  p a r t y  w h o  w a s  s e t l i n g  s a m o y e d s ,  b u t  t h e y  a f s o  h a d
B u d d y .  T h e y  s a i d  t h a t  i f  h e  w o u l d  c o m e  t o  u s  t r r e y ' o  s e l l -  h i m
t o  u s '  f  w a s  w e a r i n g  m y  c h i e f  ' s  d r e s s  b l - u e s  a n d  t h i n k i n g
a b o u t  a l - l  t h a t  w h i t e  h a i r  o e t t i n c r  r l n  m r r  [ ] s s s .  B u t  I  c a l . 1 e d
h i m  a n d  h e  

" " " ; ; ; ; ; ; ; - = ; ; ; ; ; ; " " ; ; ; j s s e d  
h i s  t a i r  a n d  r h a t

w a s  t ' i t ' t  f o r  b o t h  o f  u s .  H e  w a s  s o  . r " a y ,  v e r y  l o v i n g ,  a n d
b e y o n d  t h a t  r  c o u ] - d n ' t  e x p r e s s  i t .  H i s  d e a t h ,  a b o u t  f i v e
y e a r s  f a t e r ,  w a s  c a u s e d  b y  a r s e n i c  p o i s o n i n g .  w e  t h o u g h t  a
v i c i o u s  n e i g h b o r  h a d  d o n e  i t  b u t  m u c h  l a t e r  i t  o c c u r r e d  t o  u s
t h a t  r  m i g h t  e v e n  h a v e  b e e n  r e . s p o n s i b f e .  r  h a d  s c a t t e r e d
s n a i l  p e l . l e t s  a b o u t  t h e  y a r d .  p e r h a p s  t h a t  i s  p a r t i a l l v  w h v
I  s t i f l -  g r i e v e  f o r  h i m  a s  m u c h  a s  I  d o .

T h i n k i n g  o f  B u d d y  r e m i n d s  o f  a  v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e  h e  p r o v i d e d
f o r  u s  o n c e .  T h e  b a c k  b e d r : o o m  o f  o u r  h o u s e  h a d  a n  o u t s i d e
e n t r a n c e  a n d  s i n c e  w e  w e r e  s o m e w h a t  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  D o r o t h y ' s
s a f e t y  t h e r e ,  w €  h a d  B u d d y  s t a y  i n  t h a t  r o o m  a t  n i g h t .  o n e
n i g h t  w e  a l - l  h e a r d  B u d d y  j u s t  b a r k i n g  h l s  h e a d  o f f  i n  t h e r e
a n d  s a l l y ,  w i l b u r ' ,  a n d  T  a f l  r a n  i n  t o  s e e  w h a t  w a s  t h e
m a t t e r .  T h e r e  w a s  B u d d y ,  s t a n d i n g  o n  D o r o t h y ' s  c h e s t  b a r k r n g
l o u d l y  r i g h t  i n t o  h e r  f a c e ,  a n d  s h e  s l e e p i n g  r i g h t  t h r o u g h  i t .
T h e  s i g h t  w a s  s o  f u n n y ,  w €  a l - l  h a d  a  g o o d  l a u g h  a n d  t h e n  w e n t _
b a c k  t o  b e d .  i t  w a s n t t  u n t i f  t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  t h a t  w e  f o u n d
t h e  s c r e e n  t o  t h e  d o o r  h a d  b e e n  c u t .  E v i d e n t l y  s o m e o n e  w a s
i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  b r e a k i n g  i n  b u t  t h o u g h t  b e t t _ e r  o f  i t  w h e n
B u d d y  s o u n d e d  t h e  a l a r m .

w e  b e g a n  c a t c h j - n g  u p  f o r  - l o s t  t i m e ,  w i t h  f a m i l y  p i c n i c s  a n d
f a m i l y  f u n .  o n e  o f  m y  l a s t i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  w a s  t o  t e a c h
t h e  f a m i l y  t h e  m o r : s e  c o d , e  s i g n a l  f o r  z ,  d a  d a  d i t  d i t  t w o
l o n g s  a n d  t w o  s h o r t s  o f  a n y t h i n g  w h i s t l e s ,  c a r  h o n k s ,  e t c .
r t  b e c a m e  t h e  f a m i l y  s i - g n a l  a n d  v e r y  h a n d y  w h e n e v e r  w e  w a n t e d .
t o  g e t  a n o t h e r t s  a t t e n t i o n  i n  a  c r o w d e d  s t o r e ,  a t  p a r k s ,
w h e r e v e r .  w i l b u r  f o l l o w e d  s u i t  a n d  u s e s  i t  s t i l l -  w i t h  h i _ s
f a m  i 1 y .

H e r m a n  B o r d e n  ( s i s t e r  B e f - l e ' s  h u s b a n d )  g a v e  u s  a  1 9 2 6  B u i c k
c o u p e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  w a r .  r t  h a d  a  r u m b . l - e  s e a t !  r t  w a s  a
g o o d  o l d  c a r  a  b l a c k  a n d  g r e e n  R o a d " s t e r  w j - t h  a  t u r t l e  b a c k .
r t  s e e m s  ,  i f  m e m o r y  s e r v e s  m e  r i g h t ,  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  w e n t  w r o n g
w i t h  t h e  m o t o r  t h a t  c o u ] d n ' t  b e  f i x e d  b e c a u s e  p a r r s  w e r e  n o t
a v a i l a b l e .  T h a t  w a s n r t  m y  f i r s t  c a r ,  t h o u g h ,  t h e r e  w a s  o n e
b e f o r e  i t .  r  t h i n k  i t  w a s  a b o u t  1 9 3 8  o r  s o  t h a t  f  w a s  s t a -
t r o n e d  o n  t h e  w e s t  c o a s t  a n d  b o u g h t  a  1 9 2 3  o r  L g 2 4  s t u d e b a l < e r
c o m m o d o r e  f o r  $ 4 0 . 0 0 .  r t  w a s  a  f o u r  d o o r  a n d  w h i f e  f  w a s
d a t i n g  s a v i l l a  a n d  t h e  k i d s  i n  s a n  D i e g o  w h e r e  s h e  w a s  l i v i n g
w i t h  h e r  s i s t e r ,  w €  a l l  p i l e d  i - n t o  i t  a n d  h a d  a  g r e a t  t 1 m e .
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T h e  d o o r  h a n d f . e  o n  t h e  r i g h t  r e a r  d o o r  w a s  r _ o o s e  a n d  s w i v e r _f e d ,  s o  y o u  h a d  t o  b e  c a r " f u l  n o t  t o  s r - a m  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r  o ni t  w h e n  i t  w a s  o u t  o f  p o s i t i o n .  s a l l y  d i d  t h a t  a n d  w a s  a f r a i di l d  b e  m a d -  r t  m e a n t  a  l o t  t o  h e r  t h ; t  f  w a s n r t  a n d  s h ek e p t  t h a t  d o o r  h a n d l e  f o r  a  r e m e m b r a n c e .  r t  w a s  a  b i g  s o u -v i n i r  w i t h  h e r  a n d  i t  m u s t  s t i r r  b e  a r o u n d  s o m e w h e r e .  w ej u s t  c l - o s e d  t h e  d . o o r  a n d  i t  s t a y e d  c l o s e d  f r o m  t h e n  o n .T h e r e  w a s  n o  w a y  t o  o p e n  i t .  r , o v e d  t h a t  c a r .  r t  w a s  a  r e a lg o o d i e .  r t  b u r n e d  o i l  l i k e  m a d ,  b u t  i t  g o t  u s  t h e r e  n o  s t r a i n .

A f t e r  t h e  B u i c k  w e  w e r e  g i v e n  b y  H e r m a n ,  w e  b o u g h t  t h e  b r u e1 9 3 7  D o d g e  c o u p e  f r o m  m y  f , r i e n d  c a r f  L a r s e .  H e  w a s  a n o t h e rN a v y  a c q u a i n t a n c e ,  b u t  m o s t l y  t h e  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w a s  t h a t  o fo u r  w i v e s ,  w h o  a s  N a v y  w i v e s  i n  w a r t l r i e ,  w e r e  a  s o u r c e  o fh e l p  t o  e a c h  o t h e r .  A n y w a y ,  h e  s o f d  m e  t h e  c a r  f o r  $ 7 0 0 . 0 0w i t h  n o t h i n g  d o w n  a n d  p - y  a s  w e  c o u f d .  T h a t ' s  t h e  o n e  rn a m e d  t h e  c a l a l i l r y  f o r  r e a s o n s  r  c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r .  r t , s  t h eo n e  w i l - b u r  f r e q u e n t l y  d r o v e  w h i f e  d a t i n q ,  t h e  o n e  r  d r o v ei n t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  a n d  t h e  o n e  t h a t  w a s  t o i a _ t e d  w h e n  w e  h a d  aw r e c k  i - n  L o s  A n g e r e s .  w i r - b u r  w a s  d r i v i n g ,  D o r o t h y  a n d  D o n n aw e r e  i n  t h e  f r o n t  s e a t  w i t h  h i m ,  a n d  s a l l y  a n d  r  i v e r e
s t r e t c h e d  o u t  i n  t h e  t r u n k  w i t h  a r r  t h e  p i c n i c  f o o d ,  t h e  d o o rp r o p p e d  s J i g h t l y  o p e n  t o  g i v e  u s  a i r .  s o m e  d . u m m y  w a s  l o o k i n g
at  a  p re t ty  g i : :1  and rammet l  us  f rom beh ind  wh i l  e  we were
s t o p p e d  a t  a  s t o p  r i g h t .  S a - l r y ' s  i n j u r i e s  w e r e  q u i t e  s e v e r e .T h a t  a c c i d e n t -  p r o b a b l y  o c c u r r e d  a b o u i  r g 4 9 .  r  d r o v e  r t  i n t ot h e  d i t c h  e a r l i e r .  w i r b u r  a n d  D o n n a  h a d  b e e n  o n  a  d a t e
a n d  h a d  c o m e  t o  L o n g  B e a c h  N a v y  B a s e  t o  p i c k  m e  u p  a t  m i d n i g h tw h e n  m y  s h i f t  e n d e d .  r t  w a s . r e t y  f o g g y .  w e  c a m e  t o  a  p l a c e
w h e r e  t h e r e  w e r e  t w o  . r i g h t s  t o  i n d i c a i e  t h e  r o a d w a y  rt h o u g h t .  M a d e  a  r e f t  t u r n  s l o w 1 y  t o  a p p r o a c h  t h e  C o m m o d o r e
H e i m  B r i d g e  t u r n  o f  f  .  w e  m a d " e  t h e  ] e f l -  t u r n  a b o u t  t w e n t y  f e e tt - o o  s o o n  a n d  f o u n d  o u r s e f v e s  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  a  d e c l e v i t y .
T h e r e  w a s  n o  c h a n c e  t o  g e t  b a c k  o u t  b e c a u s e  t h e  r a d i a t o r  w a sp u s h e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  f a n .  f  w a f k e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  N a v a r  S t a t r o n ,
f o u n d  t h e  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  D e c k  a n d  t o l d  h i m  a b o u t  i t  a n d  t h a tr  h a d  t h e  k i d s  w i t h  m e .  H e  a r r a n g e d  f o r  a  N a v y  p a t r o r  c a r  t ot a k e  u s  a f l  h o m e  a n d  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  a  t o w  t r u c k  t h e  n e x t  d a y ,f  r e t r i e v e d  m y  C a l a l i l l y .

r  had come home f rom the  war  a . r - i ve  and w i thout  in ju r i -es ,  bu th a d  t a k e n  a  t o l r -  o n  m e  j u s t  t h e  s a m e "  r ' d  d e v e r o f e d  s t o m a c h
u f c e r s  !  f  w a s  h o s p i t a l i z e d  f o r  s i x  w e e k s  i n  1 9 4 8  i n  t h e  L o n gB e a c h  N a v y  H o s p i t a l ,  b u t  t h a t  w a s n ' t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e m ,  a n d  Ic o n t r n u e d  t o  s u f f e r  f o r  a  f e w  m o r e  y e a r s  w i t h  t h e m .  M o r e  o nt h a t  l - a t e r .

I  f i n i s h e d  t w e n t y - o n e  y e a r s  o f  a c t i v e  s e r v t c e
w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  } . l e e t  R e s e r v e s  a s  a  C h i e f
I t  w a s  J u l y  J ,  1 9 4 8  a n d  I  w a s  o n l y  f o r t y  o n e
y o u n g  e n o u g h  t o  s t a r t  a  n e w  c a r e e r .  I  w o u l d
f o u n d  a  c i v i l i a n  j o b  a s  a  r a d i o m a n ,  b u t  d i d n r
r e q u r r e d  k n o w l e d g e  t o  r e p a i r  t h e  e g u i p m e n c .

in  the  Navy  and
P e t t y  O f f i c e r .
y e a r s  o f d
l i k e  t o  h a v e
t  have the
f  w a s  a  u s e r
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o n l - y .  S o  i t  \  / a s  b a c k  t o  s c h o o l -  t o  l - e a r n  s o m e t h j - n g  e l s e .  r
f  i r s t  w e n t  t o  s h e e t  m e t a l -  t r a i n i n g  b u t  ] a c k e d  t h e  a b i _ t i t y  t o
v i s u a l i z e  s o m e t h i n g  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  a  c u r v e .  r t  w a s n ' t
w o r k i n g  o u t  s o  r  w e n t  t o  t h e  c o u n s e l - o r  f o r  e v a l - u a t j _ o n .  T h e
c o u n s e l o r  r e c o m m e n d e d  d e n t i s t r y  o r  c h i r o p r a c t i c .  N o t  j - n t e r -
e s t e d .  D u g  f u r t h e r  a n d  t h e y  s a i d  t r y  a i r  c o n d i t i o n j - n g ,
r c f r i g e r a t i o n .  A b o u t  t h a t  t i m e  s a l l y  w a s  g e t t i n g  p r e t t y  t i r e d
o f  w o r k j - n g .  s o  r  p e r s e v e r e d  a n d  g r : a d u a t e d  i n  1 9 5 1  f r : o m  L o n g
B e a c h  c i t y  c o l l e g e  w i t h  a n  A A  d e g r e e  i n  r e f r i g e r a t i o n .  I  n e v e r
w o r k e d  i n  r e f r i g e r a t i o n ,  b u t  w h a t  r  l - e a r n e d  d i d  h e l p  m e  l a t e r
o n .

I t  w a s  w h i l e  I  w a s  a t t e n d i n g  r e f r i g e r a t i o n  c l - a s s e s  a t  L o n g  B e a c h
C i t y  c o l l e g e  t h a t  r  h a d  a n  u n u s u a l  f e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  r t
w a s  t h e  c u s t o m  o f  s t u d e n t s  t o  g o  t o  a n  a u c t i o n  i n  L o n g  B e a c h
t o  p i c k  u p  h a y w i r e  r e f r i g e r a t o r s  t o  r c p a i r .  w e  w o u l d  b u y  t h e m ,
w o r k  o n  t h e m ,  g a i n  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  h o p e f u J - l y  a  f  i t t l e  p r : o f  i t
f r o m  t h e  r e s a f e  t h e r e o f .  O n  t h i s  o n e  d a y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,
e v e r y t h i n g  w a s  s o l - d  e x c e p t  t h i r t e e n  o l - d  f a s h i o n e d  i c e  b o x e s .
T h e  a u c t i o n e e r  a s k e d  f o r  b i d s  a n d  n o  o n e  s a i d  a n y t h i r - r g .  f n
t h e  s p i r i t  o f  d e v i l m e n t  r  s a i d  " t w o  b i t s "  a n d  q u i c k  a s  a  w i n k
t h e  a u c t i - o n e e r  s a i d  " S o f d !  "  s o  r  w a s  s t u c k  w i t h  t h i r t e e n  i c e
b o x e s .  A  f r i e n d  l o a n e d  m e  h i s  h e l p  a n d  h i s  p i c k  u p  t r u c k .
Y o u  s h o u l d  h a v e  s e e n  o u r  b a c k  y a r d !  r  d i s m a n t r e d  a l - l -  b u t
t h r e e  a s  f a s t  a s  I  c o u l d  a n d  s a l v a g e d  t h e  h i n g e s ,  h a n d l e s
e t c .  r  u s e d  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  f o r  s t o r a g e  c a b i n e t s  i n  t h e  q a r -
a g e .  S o  d o n ' t  p l a y  w i s e  g u y  w i t h  a n  a u c t i o n e e r .

T h i n g s  h a d  c h a n g e d  a t  h o m e .  w i f b u r  m a r r i e d  i n  J u l y  o f  1 9 4 8 ,
r i g h t  a f t e r  r  : : e t i r e d  f r o m  a c t i v e  d u t y .  s i n c e  D o r o t h y  d i d n ' t
d r i - v e ,  i t  f e l l  m y  f o t  t o  g e t  h e r  t o  a l l -  o f  h e r  s c h o o l -  a n d
C h u r c h  a c t i v i t i e s .  f  d i , d n ' t  m i n d .  E v e n  s o ,  o u r  h o u s e h o f d  w a s
c r o w d e d  b e c a u s e  w e  u s u a l l y  h a d  P o p  o r  S a l l y ' s  m o t h e r  l i v i n g
w - i t h  u s  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  b o t h  o f  t h e m  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  p o p  w a s
b f i n d  a n d  B e l f e  n e e d e d  s o m e  r e l - i e f  f r o m  l o o k i n g  a f t e r  h i m .
A l - s o ,  s h e  h a d  a  r e s p o n s i b i t i t y  t o  H e r m a n .  H e r m a n ,  b y  t h e  w d y ,
d - i e d  s u d d e n l y  i n  1 9 4 8 .  H e  w a s  a  d e a l e r  i n  a n t i q u e s .  o n e  o f
m y  l - a s t i n g  r : e g r e t s  a b o r - r t  S a 1 l y ' s  m o t h e r ,  L e i l a  L o r r g ,  . i s  t h a t
I  n e v e r  e n c o u r a g e d  h e r  t o  p l a y  t h e  p i a n o .  S h e  w a s  s h y  a n d
r e t i r i n g  a n d  p e r h a p s  s o m e t i m e  f  c r i t i c i z e d  a  w r o n g  n o t e  o r
s o m e t h i n g .  I ' m  s u r e  h a d  I  u r g e d  h e r ,  s h e  w o u l - d  h a v e  p l a y e d
t h e  p i a n o  w e  h a d  a n d  b r o u g h t  p l e a s u r e  t o  h e r s e f f  a s  w e l - f  a s
t o  a l l  o f  u s .  w e  m i s s e d  h a v i n g  w i l b u r  a r o u n d ,  b u t  m a d e  d o  t h e
b e s t  w e  c o u f d .  I  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  i n  L 9 4 9  I  m a d e  D o r o t h y ' s
b i r t h d a y  c a k e .  I t  f e - I l  a n d  I  t i e d  i t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  s l r - i n g .
I t  w a s  a  b i g  s u c c e s s  a n d  w e  h a d  a  t o t -  o f  f u n  o v e r  i t .

H a v i n g  c o m p l e t e d  s c h o o l ,  i t  b e c a m e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  m e  t o  l o o k
f o r  w o r k ,  d D  u n p l e a * s a n t  j o b  a t  b e s t .  I  r e m e m b e r  S a l _ l y  a n d  I
h a d  d r i v e n  i n t o  t h e  D o u g l a s  A i r c r a f t  p a r k i n g  l o t  i n  L o n g
B e a c h ,  b u t  s o m e h o w  e n d e d  u p  i n  t h e  p a r t  t h a t  w a s  l e a s e d  t o
N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  A v i a t i o n  C o r p o r a t i o n .  I  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  h i r i n q
s e c t i o n  a n d  l a i d  m y  c r e d e n t i a l s  o n  t h e  t a b l - e  a n d  h e  s a i d  t h ;  *

F qat rhe,iol,

tJ f , * -Le;A-* ,* fT '*7
eLl-t- F. a\ *",, P, Zg

IJ L^t-"^". S* SL$"t
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o f  a  c a m p  H i  H i l l -  R e n d e z v o u s  f o r  s q u a r e  d a n c e r s .  T h e r e  w e r e
a b o u t  s i x t e e n  c o u p l e s .  o n  t h e  t a s C  n i g h t  w e  w e r e  t h e r e ,  a f t e r
a l f  t h e  b a l o n e y  h a d  b e e n  s h o t ,  w €  t u r n e d  i n ;  t h e  m e n  i n  o n e
s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c a b i - n  a n d  t h e  w o m e n  i n  t h e  o t h e r .  r  k r s s e d  a l - l _
t h e  l - a d i e s  g o o d n i g h t  s o  t h e y  c o u l - d  n e v e r  s a y  t h e y  h a d n ' t  b e e n
k i s s e d  b y  a  s a i l o r .  A t  t h e  p a r t y  a n d  d a n c e  i n  m y  h o n o r ,  t h e yp r e s e n t e d  m e  w i t h  t w o  r e c o r d s  o f  s q u a r e  d a n c e  c a 1 l "  b y  o u r
c a f  1 e r ,  J o n e s -  H e  s u r e  r a s  a  g o o d  c a r - l e r .  

' N r t r r r r r - -

f y  a  f i n a f  w o r d  w a s  e x p e c t e d  f r o m  m e  b u t  r  w a s  s p e e c h l e s s .  r
w a s  u n a b l e  t o  g e t  L l p  a n d  s a y  a  s i n g t e  w o r d  o f  - p p r " . i a t i o n
a n d  t h a n k  y o u .  f  w a s  e m o t i o n a l l y  d e v a s t a t e d  a n d  t h e  s i r - e n c e
w a s  d e a f e n i n g .  s o m e o n e  f i n a l l y  t o o k  p i t y  o n  m e  a n d  b r o k e
t h e  s i l e n c e .

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  w o u l d  g i v e  m e  a  f u r l o u g h  f r o m  m yj o b  t o  r e - e n t e r  a c t i - v e  d u t y  i n  t h e  N a v y  a t  u n c l e  s a m r s  c a l l ,
w r t h  m y  s e n i o r i t y  c o n t i n u i n g  a n d  t h e  p i o m i s e  o f  m y  j o b  b a c l <
w h e n  r  r e t u r n e d .  r  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  g o  b u t  h a d  n o  c h o i c e .
T h e y  a s k e d  m e  f o r  t h r e e  p l a c e s  f  w o u l d n ' t  m i n d  g o i n g .  r  p u t
d o w n  t h r e e  n o t  i n c l u d i n g  N o r f o l - k ,  V i r g i n i _ a .  

- r y o b o d y  
w a n t s

t o  g o  t h e r e .  S o  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t _ r s  w h e r e " I  , , r "  
" ; f f iN o r f o f k  h a s  a  n a m e  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  t h a t  r  c a n ' t  r e p e a t  h e r e  b u t

m a i n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h i g h  h u m i d i t y ,  r o  o n e  g o e s  t h e r e  b y
c h o i c e .  w e  r e n t e d  o u t  o u r  h o u s e ,  i o o k  o u r  r i t t t e  p r y m o u t h ,
a n d  w e n d e d  o u r  w a y  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .

w e  a r r i v e d  i n  N o r f o . l k  a n d  f  w e n t  t o  w o r k  d o i n g  t h e  b e s t  j o b
f  c o u l d  o f  t e a c h i n g  n e w  r a d . i o  c o m m u n i c a t o r s  t h e  b a s i c s  o f
r e c e i v i n g  a n d  s e n d i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a f  c o d e  a n d  t y p i n g "  T h a t  i s
a  b i g  j o k e  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  w a y  r  t y p e  n o t
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  " b o o k " .  B u t  r  u s e d  t h e  i ] l u s t i a t i o n s  a n d  ap o i n t e r  a n d  a c t u a l l y  t a r . r g h t  t h e m  t o  t y p e w r i - t e  r i g h t .  o n e
o f  t h e  t w o  g j - r l s  i n  t h e  c l a s s  ] o o k e d  l - i k e  D o r o t h y  a n d  I  w a s
f o n e s o m e  f o r  m y  f a m i l y .  r  t o l d  o n e  o f  t h e  g i r l s  a b o u r _  m y
s q u a r e  d a n c i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  a c t u a l l y  c r i e d  f  w a s  s o
l o n e s o m e  f o r  s q u a r i n g .  H o w  e m b a r a s s i n g !

A f t e r - h a v i n g  h a d  s o m e o n e  l i v i n g  w i t h  u s  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  y o u , d
t h i n k  s a l l y  a n d  r  w o u l d  h a v e  f o v e d  h a v i n g  t h i s  t i m e  a . l o n e
t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  i - s  e n j o y a b l e  i n  N o r f o l _ k !  T h e  o n l 1 r
t h i n g  w e  l i k e d  a b o u t  i t  w a s  g o i n g  t o  a  m o v i e  t o  e s c a p e  t h e
h e a t -  T h e n  t o o ,  w e  w e r e  w o r r i e d  a o b u t  o u r  p a r e n t s .  w h i l e  w e
w e r e  t h e r e  m y  f  a t h e r  d i e d  ( D e c e m b e : :  2 3  ,  L g 5 2 )  .  B e f  l _ e  h a d  h a d
t h e  s a d  b u r d e n  o f  c a r i n g  f o r  h i m ,  a s  s h e  h a d  o u r  m o t h e r .
s a 1 l y ' s  m o t h e r  w a s  w i t h  h e r  s i s t e r ,  N e l l i e ,  a n d  h e r  h e a - t t l r
s t e a d i l y  g o t  w o r s e  w h i l - e  w e  w e r e  g o n e .  f n  f a c t ,  s a l l y  h a d
t o  r e t u r n  h o m e  e a r l y  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  m o t h e r .  r  f i n i s h e d  u p  m y
t i m e  a n d  d r o v e  h o m e  s o l o  i n  e i g h t y  h o u r s  a l m o s t  n o n - s r o p .
r  h a d  n e v e r  h a d  a  p r o b l e m  w i t h  " s e a  l e g s "  w h e n  r e t u r n i - n g  t ;
s h o r e ,  b u t  a f t e r  t h i s  l o n g  s t i n t  o f  n o n - s t o p  d r i v i n g ,  t h e  r o a d
w a s  s e e m i n g l y  g o i n g  u p  a n d  d o w n  f o r  a  w e e k  a f t e r .  w r r y  a i o  I
d o  i t ?  I  w a n t e d  t o  g e t  h o m e  s i m p l v  t h a t -
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H o w e r r e r ,  f  c o u l - d n r t  b e  r e f  e a s e d  f  r o m  t h e  N a v y  r i g h t  a w a y  t o
r e t u r n  t o  c i v i l i a n  l - i f e  b e c a u s e  m y  u l c e r s  w e r e  a c t i n g  u p .
I n  f a c t ,  I  h a d  t o  g o  t o  t h e  S a n  D i e g o  N a v a l  H o s p i t a l  f o r  u f c e r
c r r r ^ a r \ 7  + h  i  c  i  n  M a r r  n f  1  a 5 ?  T h n r z  r e m n l r e f l  S e . r r e n t \ Z  n e 1 .  C e n tL r J J .  r r r u J  ! s t r l v \ . s u  D s v 9 I r u y  | / (

o f  m y  s t o m a c h !  T h i s  r e q u i r e d  s o m e  e x t e n s i v e  r e c u p e r a t i o n  a n d
I  w a s  f i n a l l y  d e t a c h e d  f r o m  a c t i v e  d u t y  s t a t u s  a t  t e n  a . m .  o n
A u g u s t  2 2 ,  1 9 5 3 ,  n i n e t e e n  m o n t h s  a f t e r  m v  r e c a l l - .

W h i l - e  f  w a s  r e c u p e r a t i n g ,  S a l l y  w a n t e d  a  l - i t t l e  v a c a t i o n  t r i p
s o  w e  s p e n t  L h : : e e  w e e k s  a t  S e q u o i a  a n d  Y o s e m i t e  N a t i o n a f
P a r k s .  S h e  t r i e d  r z € r y  h a r d  t o  p u t  t h e  t e n t  u p  b y  h e r s e l f
b e c a u s e  o f  m y  c o n d i t i o n .  B u t  I  l a u g h € d  s o  h a r d  a t  h e r
e f f o r t s  t h a t  s h e  f i n a l l y  o r d e r e d  m e  t o  c o m e  a n d  h e l p .  W e
h a d  a  w o n d e r f u l -  v a c a t i o n  t o g e t h e r ,  w h i c h  w e  n e e d e d  b e c a u s e
o f  t h e  h a r d  t i m e s  b e h i n d  u s  a n d  t h e  h a r d  o n e s  s t i l - l  a h e a d  i n
g i v i n g  c a r e  t o  h e r  m o t h e r .

I  r e t u r n e d  t o  m y  j o b  a t  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  i n  D o w n e y ,  C a l i f o r n i a "
R o f n r a  n n i n -  t - o l N o r f o _ l k  I  h a d  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d .  f r o m  t h e  L o n q) J v r r l : J  L r c l t t r ) r s ! ! 9 u  l - L v l t t  L I I (

B e a c h  f a c i l i t y  ' t - o  t h e  o n e  i n  D o w n e y .  T h i n g s  w e r e  f  i n e  a t  v r o r k ,
b u t  s a d l y ,  o u r  s q u a r e  d a n c e  g r o u p  c o u l d  n c v e r  b e  t h e  s a m e
a g a i n .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  b r o k e  u p  b e c a u s e  t h e  c a f f e r  h a d  f a l l e n
f o r  o n e  o f  t h e  m a r r i e d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  g r o u p  a n d  t w o  m a r r i - a g e s
h a d  b r o k e n  u p  a s  a  r e s u l t .  W e  n e v e r  a g a i n  d i d  m u c h  s q u a r e
d a n c i n g  a f t e r  o u r  r e t u r n  f r o m  N o r : f o f k ,  t o  o u r  l a s t i n g  r e g r e t .
S a 1 l y  c a r e d  f o r  h e r  m o t h e r  i n  o u r  h o m e  u n t i l .  i t  b e c a m e  n e c e s -
s a r y  t o  p l a c e  h e r  i n  a  c o n v a f e s c e n t  h o s p i t a l  i n  L o s  A l a m i t o s ,
C a l i f o r n i a .  S h e  d i e d  t h e r e  n o t  t o o  f o n q  a f t e r .

A n o t h e r  l o n g  t e r m  f r i e n d s h i p  v , r a s  f o r m e d  a t  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n .
C l a r e n c e  G u l b r a n s o n  a n d  f  b e c a m e  f r i e n d s  a n d  f o r t u n a t e l y  o u r
w i v e s  h i t  i t  o f f  t o o  s o  w e  h a d  a  f o t  o f  q o o d  t i m e s  t o q e t h e r .
W e  s t i f l  m a l < e  c o n t a c t  o c c a s i o n a l f v .

A f  t e r  \ ^ r r r r k i  n . f  f  n r  a  f  o r n z  \ z a a r s  a t  f ) n r a r n e r z  f  W a S  t : : a n S f  e f f  e d  t Ov v v v l j u  
) ' ,

t h e  \ / a n  N t r w s  o l a n t  b e C a U s e  t h e v  n e e d e d  a n  e l e C t r i c i a n  t h e r : e .
So we ren t -ed  our :  house aga in  and bought  another r  one in  Van
N u y s  a b o u t  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t h i - r t y  p a c e s  f r o m  m y  r v o r k  s ' L a t i o n .
T h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I  d i d  w a s  c a u s e  a n  e x p l o s i o n  o f  o n e  o f  t h e
m a i n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  p o i n t s .  I  f e f t  s o  d e e p l y  s h o c k e d  I  w a l k e d
o v e r  t o  t h e  t i m e  c l o c k  a n d  p u n c h e d  o u t .  T h e  I ' o r e m a n  t o l d  m e
t h a t  I  d i d n ' t  h a v e  t o  d o  t h a t  a n d  t o  p u n c h  b a c k  i n ,  w h i c h  I
d i d  a n d  s o  w a s  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  r e m a i n  a t  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  A v i a t i o n .
A b o u t  a  y e a r  a f t e r  t h a t  I  m a n a g e d  t o  g e t  a  t r a n s f e r  b a c k  t o
D o w n e l r .  I  w o r k e d  f o r  a b o u t  s i x  m o n t h s  a t  C h a t s w o r t h  f o r
N o r t h  A m e r j - c a n  c r e a t i n g  p r o p u f s i o n  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  s p a c e  c a p -
s u f e s .  T h e y  t e s t e d  t h e m  t h e r e  i n  t h e  S a n t a  S u s a n n a  M o u n t a i n s .
S o  I  w o r k e d  o n  t h e  e a r l y  s p a c e  p r o g r a m  a s  a n  e f e c t r i c i a n .
T h e  d i s t a n c e  a n d  t r a f f i c  f r o m  L o n g  B e a c h  t o  C h a t s w o r t h  w e r e  a
b i t  h a r d  t o  e n d u r e  a n d  s o  w a s  g l a d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  D o w n e y .  I
w a t c h e d  a  c o u p l e  o f  t e s t  f i r i n g s ,  b u t  n o  a c t u a l  - l a u n c h j - n g s .
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r  h a d  b e e n  a t t e n d i n g  c h u r c h  w i t h  s a _ l l y  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  s o  m o s t
w a r d  m e m b e r s  ( o f  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  J e s u s  c r r r i u t  o f - r , a t t e r _ d a y
s a i n t s )  t h o u g h t  f  w a s  a  m e m b e r .  S o  s o m e  o f  t h e m  w e r e  p l e n t y
s u r p r i s e d  w i t h  r  w a s  b a p t i z e d  o n  N o v e m b e r  3 ,  1 9 6 2 .  s o n ,
w i l b u r ,  w h o  w a s  t h e n  a n  E r - d e r ,  b a p t i z e d  m e ,  m a k i n g  t h e  o c c a -
s i o n  e x t r a  s p e c i a l .  s a 1 l y ,  c h i r - d i e n ,  a n d  g r a n d c h i r d r e n
r e j o i c e d  t h a t  r  h a d  f i n a l l y  c o m e  a r o u n d  t o  t a k i n g  t h i s  s t e p .
M y  d a y s  a t  t h e  c o n v e n t  a s  a  c h i l - d  h a d  b e e n  a  d e t e r r a n t .  M y
c h u r c h  a c t i v i t y  i n c r e a s e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a n d  r  f o u n d  m y s e l f
i - n v o l - v e d  i n  m a n y  w a r d  a n d  q u o r u m  a c t i v i - t i e s .  r  d i d  ( a n d  d o )
m y  d u t y  a s  a  h o m e  t e a c h e r ,  t a u g h t  s e v e r a ] -  c l a s s e s ,  g a v e  s e v e r a l
t a f k s ,  a n d  l v a s  a  c o u n s e f o r  i n  t h e  E f d e r ' s  e u o r u m .

T h i s  i - s  o n e  o f  t h e  t a l - k s  r  g a v e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  s a v e d .  D a t e
g i v e n  n o t  k n o w y r :

M y  d e a r  B r o t h e r s  a n d  S i s t e r s :

r  a m  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e a r  m y  t e s t i m o n y
t o n i g h t  t h a t -  J e s u s  i s  t h e  C h r i s t ,  t h e  S o n  o f  t h e
l - i v i n q  G o d .

W h e n  I  s t u d y  a n d  r e a d .  o f  H i s  l _ i f  e ,  I  f  e e l _  v e r y  h u m _
b l e  a n d  i n a d e q u a t e ,  b u t  f r o m  H i m  I  d r a w  s t r e n g t h
a n d  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  m y  d u t i e s
a s  a n  E l d e r s  e u o r u m  p r e s j _ d e n c .

L e t  u s  r e c a " l  1  t h a t  w h e n  a  l a w y e r  a s k e d  J e s u s ,
" W h i c h  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c o m m a n d . m e n t  i n  t h e  L a w ?  "  ,
J e s u s  s a i d  t o  h i m :  " T h o u  s h a t t  _ l o v e  t h e  L o r d ,  t h y
G o d ,  w i t h  a l - l  t h y  h e a r t ,  a n d  w i t t r  a l l  t h y  s o u l  a n d
w i t h  a l l  t h y  m i n d .  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  g r e a t
c o m m a n d m e n t  -  A n d  t i a e  s e c o n d  i s  l i k e  u n t o  i t ,  T h o u
s h a l t  f o v e  t h y  n e i g h b o r  a s  t h y s e l f ,  o f l  t h e s e  t w o
c o m m a n d m e n t s  h a n g  a l l  t h e  L a w  a n d  t h e _ .  p r o p h e t s " .

N o t  o n l y  d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  L a w  a n d  t h e  p r o p h e t s
d e p e n d  o n  l o v e ,  b u t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  J e s u s  t a u q h t
depended on  l_ove.

T o i v a r d  t h e  c l o s e  o f  h i s  m i n i s t r l z ,  o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n
w h e n  h e  h a d  t a u g h t  h u m i l i t y  b y  t h e  w a s h i n g  o f  f e e t ,
J e s u s  s a i d  t o  h i s  d i s c i p l e s :  " A  n e w  c o m m a n d m e n t
I  g i v e  t o  y o u  -  t h a t  y e  l o v e  o n e  a n o t h e r ;  a s  I  h a v e
l o v e d  y o u ,  t h a t  y e  a l _ s o  l _ o v e  o n e  a n o t h e r .  B y  t h i s
sha l f  a l f  men know th . r , t  ye  a re  my d isc ip les  i i  ye
h a v e  l - o v e  f o r  o n e  a n o t e h r , ' .

r t r s  a  s i m p l e  t h i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  t h e s e  w o r d s
m e a n ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  s o  s i m p l e  t o  t r a n s f a t e  t h e m  i n t o
a c t i o n  a n d  t o  p r a c t i c e  t h i s  f u n d a m e n t a f  c h r i s t i a n
l - a w  o f  l o v e  a n d  s e r v i c e .  F r o m  t h e  v e r y  b e g i - n n i n g  w e
h a v e  a  t e n d e n c y  t o  s e p a r a t e  o u r  w o r l <  f r o m  o u r  r a i t r r ,
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o u r  p r o f e s s j _ o n  f r o m  o u r  p r a c t i c e .  I t  i s  s o  e a s y  t o
g ive  menta l -  consent  and then fee l -  we have d ischarged
o u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  p r i e s t h o o d  p r a c t i _ c e  i s  m o r e  i r r a n
P r i e s t h o o d  t h e o r y .

r  a m  b l e s s e d  b y  h a v i n g  t w o  f i n e  m e n  f o r  c o u n s e - l o r s ,
a n d  a n o t f . q e r  f o r  s e c r e t a r y .  W i t h o u t  t h e i r  h e l p  I
w o u 1 d  f  i n d  t h e  g o i n g  e x t r e m e l - y  d i f  f  i c u l t ,  a n d  I
want  them to  know how very  much r  l_ove and apprec ia te
t h e m .  r  a m  a l s o  g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  o t h e r  E l d e r s  a n d
peop le  who have he lped me in  so  many ways .

We hear  so  much these days  about  POWER!  Every  day
the  newpapers  quote  "wor l -d .  power ,  wh i te  eower l  B l i c l<
P o w e r ,  a n d  t o d a y ' s  p a p e r  h a s  a n  a r t i c ] e  a b o u t  G r e e n
P o w e r " .  W e l l ,  I  w a n t  t o  s a y  w e  h a v e  t h e  g r e a t e s t
P o w E R  o n  e a r t h !  p o w E R  o F  T H E  p R r E s r H o o D !  a n d  t h e
most  per fec t  man who ever  l i ved  as  our  leader  -  Jesus
t h e  C h r i s t .

f  h a v e  b e e n  t o l d  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c h a n g e
i n  m e  s i n c e  r  j o i n e d  t h e  c h u r c h .  r  u s e d  t o  w o n d e r
tzhy  peop le  gave so  much o f  the i - r  t ime and money to
t h e  c h u r c h -  r  w o n d e r e d  w h y  t h e  c h u r c h  s o  s t r o n g l y
s t r e s s e d  t h e  w o r d  o f  w i s d o m .  f  w o n d e r e d  w h y  * y - * i _ f " ,
m y  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  B i s h o p ,  t h e  M i s s i o n a r i e s  a n d  v a r *
ious  o ther  church  members  were  so  concerned about  me.
A s  B i l l  C o s b y  s a i d  -  I  B e e n  G o o d  -  I  t h o u g h t  !

A s  t i m e  w e n t  b y ,  r e a s o n i n g  m a d e  t h e  G o s p e l  o f  J e s u s
c h r i s t  t r u e  i n  m y  m i n d ,  a n d  r  f i n a l r - y  c l m e  t o  h a v e
a  t e s t i m o n y .

r  reca l l  my pre-church  days  when r  smoked and mrz
w i f  e  m a r r i e d  m e  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h a t .  r  w o u ] d  r i g h i  a
c i g a r e t  a n d  s u d d e n l y  f i n d  m y  l o v j - n g  w i f e  o n  m y  f a p
a n d  I  w o u l _ d  t e m p o r a r i l y  f o r g e t  m y  c i g a r e t .  W h e n  f
c a m e  a r o u n d  t o  i t  m y  c i g a r e t  h a d  b u r n e d  o u t .

L a t e r  o n  r  h a d  t h e  p r i - v i l e g e  o f  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  T e m p l e
w h e r e  m y  s t e p - d a u g h t e r  c h o s e  t o  b e  s e a l - e d  t o  h e r
mot fxer  and me.  That  was a  very  rea l  t t r r i l l ,  and"
someth ing  tha t  wou ld  nevwer  have come to  me had
n o t  o t h e r s  c a r e d  e n o u g h  t o  h e l p  m e  f i n d  t h e  w a y .

J e s u s  s e t  t h e  e x a m p l e ,  a n d  t o  H i m  I  t u r n  i n  p r a y e r
f o r  s t r e n g t h ,  h e a l t h ,  a n d  w i s d o m  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  m y  o f f i c e .  a n d  I  s a y  t h e s e
t h i n g s  h u n b l y ,  i n  H i s  n a m e .
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J u s t  a s  r  h a d  a r w a y s  h e l p e d  s a l r y  w i t h  h e r  c h u r c h  w o r k ,  s h e
r - n  t u r n  h e l p e d  m e ,  e  p e c i a l l y  w h i l e  f  v r a s  t h e  E l - d e r ' s  e u o r u n lp r e s i d e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  f a t e  s i x t i e s .  f  r e m e m b e r  w e l l  t h e  w a r d
s o c i a l  t h e  E l d e r t s  e u o r u n  w a s  i n  c h a r g e  o f .  r r v e  a l w a y s  b e e n

n u t t y  a b o u t  b a r b e r s h o p  s i n g i - n g  s o  i t  s e e m e d  a  n a t u r a l  f o r  ap r o g r a m  r  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l - e  f o r .  s a 1 l y  d e s i g n e d  a n d  m a d e ,  w i t h
h e l p  f r o m  D o r o t h y  a n d  N e 1 1 i e ,  d a r l i n I  l - i t t I e  t a b l - e  d e c o r a t r - o n s
t h a t  d e p i c t e d  b a r b e r s h o p  s i n g e r s .  l f i e r e  w a s  a  w a r d  d i n n e r  t o o ,
a n d  t h e  w h o f e  n i g h t  w a s  a  h u g e  s u c c e s s .  S a l l y  a n d  f  w e r e
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a n d  i n v o r - v e d  i n  g e n e a l o g l c a r -  r e i e a r c h  a r s o ,  a n d
i n  t h e  h e l p i n g  o f  o t h e : : s  i n  t h i s  t a s k .

T h i n g s  w e r e  g o i n g  a r o n g  p r e t t y  w e r r  w h e n  i n t e r r u p t e d  a g a - i n
b y  i - l - - t n e s s  - -  m i n e  a g a i n .  r n  e a r l y  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 6 4 ,  r  h a d  a
h e a r t  a t t a c l < .  r  f e l - t  n o  p a i n  b u t  r a s  w e a r y  a n d  f e l  l _  a s l e e p
c o n s t a n t l y .  r  e x p e c t e d  t o  o n l y  b e  f a i d  u p  s l x  w e e k s ,  b u t
i t  s t r e t c h e d  t o  f o u r  m o n t h s  !  f n  A p r i l  t h e  d o c t o r  f i n a l l y  t o f d
m e  t h a t  t h e  p r o g n o s i s  a t  f i r s t  o f  t h r e e  w e e k s  i n  t h e  r r o s p i t a t
a n d  t h r e e  w e e k s  a t  h o m e  a n d  f ' d  b e  a b l e  t o  g o  b a c l <  t o  w o r k  w a sj u s t  a  s o f t  a p p r o a c h  t o  a  m a n  i n  t h e  m i - d s t  o f  a  h e a r t  a t t a c k .
F i n a l l y ,  i n  J u n e ,  r  w e n t  t o  t h e  d o c t o r  a n d  w a s  g i v e n  a  w r i t t e n
r e l - e a s e  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  w o r l <  w - i t h  n o  r e s t r i c t i _ o n s .  : r r r .  E K G , s
s h o w e d  a  b f o o d  c l - o t ,  w h l c h  m y  m e d i c o  s a i d  w a s  a  p e r m a n e n t  t h i n g .
f  d i d n r t  f e e l  a n y  i r - r  e f  f e c t s .  N o  p a i n s  a t  a l f  *  e v e r . . .
A 1 f  i - n  a l - l ,  r  t h i n k  r  w a s  a  v e r y  r u c r y  r n a n .  o f f  w o r k  f o : :  f o u r
m o n t h s  a n d  e i g h t  d a y s .  e u i t e  a  v a c a t i o n  !  M y  h e a l t h  i s
u s u a l l y  g o o d  n o  h e a d a c h e s  o r  a r : t h r i t i s ,  b u t  i t  s e e m s
t h a t  w h e n  s o m e t h i n g  d o e s  g o  w r o n g ,  i t  i s  s o m e t h i n s  m a i o r .

S a l l y  a n d  f  w e n t  t o  t h e  L o s  A n g e
D o r o t h y  t h o u g h t  h e r  s t e p - p o p  w a s
the  po in t  o f  go lng  w i th  us  to  the
W i l b u r  d i d  s o  a t  a  l a t e r  d a r e .

l e s  T e m p l e  o n  J u l y  I J  ,  1 9 6 5 .
a  b i t  o f  a 1 l -  r i g h t ,  e v e n  t o
t e m p - l e  t o  b e  s e a l e d  t o  u s .

f  w a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  w a r d  c h o i r  f o r  a  w h i l - e  a n d  a f t e r  r
w a s  o r d a i n e d  a  H i g h  p r i e s t  b y  p r e s i d e n t  v .  J .  s p o n b e r g  o n
A u g u s t  2 9 ,  r 9 7 5 ,  s e r v e d  a s  A s s i s t a n t  H i g h  p r i - e s t  c r o r l p
L e a d e r "  F o f f o w i n g  i s  m y  l - i n e  o f  a u t h o r i t y  a s  g i v e n  m e  b y
P r e s i d e n t  S p o n b e r g :

L ine  o f  A i : t_ f ro r i t y

v .  J A Y  S P o N B E R G  w a s  o r d a i n e d  a  I { i g h  p r i e s t  A u g u s t
3 0 ,  1 9 5 3  b y  M a t t h e w  C o w l e y .

M A T T H E W  c o w L E Y  w a s  o r d a i n e d  a n  A p o s t l e  o c t o b e r  r r ,
L 9 4 5  b y  G e o r g e  A l b e r t  S m i t h .

G E O R G E  A L B E R T  s M r r H  w a s  o r d a i n e d  a n  A p o s t l e  o c t o b e r
B ,  1 9 0 3  b y  J o s e p h  I ' .  S m i t h

J O S E P H  F  -  S M T T H  w a s  o r d a i - n e d  a n  A p o s t l e  J u l y  r ,  1 8 6 6
b y  B r i g h a m  y o u n g

B R T G H A M  Y O U N G  w a s  o r d a i n e d  a n  A p o s t l e  F e b r u a r y  1 4 ,
1 8 3 5  u n d e r  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  T h r e e  W i t n e s s e s ,
o l i v e r  c o w d e r y ,  D a v i d  w h i t m e r ,  a n d  M a r t i n  H a r r i s .
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T H E  T H R E E  W I ' I N E S S E S  w e r e  c a t l - e d  b y  r e v e l a t - i - o n  t o
c h o o s e  t h e  T w e . l - v e  A p o s t l e s  a n d  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 4 ,
1 8 3 5  w e r e  " b l - e s s e d  b ) r  t h e  l a 1 z i p 1 g  o t - r  o f  t h e
h a n d s  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y " ,  " I o s e p h  S m i t h  J r .  ,
S i d n e y  R i g d o n  a n d  F r e d e r i c k  G .  W i l l i a m s ,  t o
o r d a i n  t h e  T w e l v e  A p o s t l e s .  ( H i s t o r y  o f  t h e
C h u r c h ,  V o l  2 ,  p p .  1 8 7 - 1 B B )

J O S E P H  S M I T H ,  J R .  a n d  O L I V E R  C O W D E R Y  r e c e i v e d  t h e
M e l - c h i z e d e k  P r i e s t h o o d  i n  I B 2 g  u n d e r  t h e  h a n d s
o f  P e t e : : ,  J a m e s  a n d  J o h n .

P E T E R ,  J A M E S  a n d  J O H N  w e r e  o r d a i n e d  A p o s t l e s  b v  t h e
L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  (  J o h n  1 5 : 1 6  )

W e  a l w a y s  f e l t  t h e  n e e d  o f  a  p e t  a n d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  h a d  a
l - i t t l - e  b l a c k  d o g  n a m e d  s h e b a .  r t  s e e m e d  s h e  w a s  m o r e  s a l l y ' s
p e t  t h a n  m j - n e ,  a l t h o u g h  I  e n j o y e d  h e r  B u t  m 1 z  h e a r t  w a s
s t i l l -  t r u e  t o  B u d d y ,  a n d  w o u 1 d  r e m a i n  s o .  N e x t  w e  g o t  a
w h i t e  t o y  p o o d l e  n a m e d  c h a m p  (  s h o r t  f o r  C h a m p a g n e  )  a n d  l a t e r
C o c o a ,  a  c o c o a  c o f o r e d  t o y  p o o d l e .  A g a i n ,  t h . e s e  w e r e  m o r e
S a 1 1 y ' s  p e t s  t h a n  m i n e .

w e  h a d  s e v e r a l  c a r s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  t h a t  d o n ' t  s e e m  o f  e n o u g h
i m p o r t a n c e  t o  l i s t .  T h e y  s e r v e d  t h e  n e e d  b u t  d i d n ' t  c r e a t e  a n y
q r e a t  f o n d n e s s .  H o w e v e r ,  i n  L g l r  w e  b o u g h t  a  n e w  A r n e r i c a n
M o t o r s  R a m b l e r  A m b a s s a d o r ,  t h e  b r o u g h a m  m o d e l .  I t  w a s
a b s o f u t e l y  t h e  b e s t  i n  e v e r y  w a y  a n d  w e  f o v e d  i t .  W e  h a d  a
w o n d e r f u l  v a c a t i o n  t h a t  y e a l : !  W e  w e n t  t o  S a n  A n t o n i o  t o
v i s i t  t h e  e i g h t y  a c r e  f a r m  t h a t -  S a l l y ' s  d a d  o n c e  o w n e d .  W e
v i s i t e d  h e r  c h i t d h o o d  h a u n t s ,  " s c h o o l  e t c .  T h e n  w e  w e n t  t o
s t .  L o u i s ,  s a w  t h e  A r c h  e t c .  a n d  o n  t o  N e b r a . s k a  t o  t h e  a r e a s
w h e r e  s h e  o n c e  l i v e d .  w e  w e n t  o n  t o  v i s i t  h e r  A u n t  v i o f a  i n
L o v e l - a n d ,  C o l o r a d o  a n d  t h e n  t o  M a p l e t o n ,  L I t a h  t o  v i s i t
D o i : o t h y ,  B r o a d i e ,  a n d  f  a m i l y .  w e  t r a v e - l e d  n e a r l y  s i x - t h o u s a n d
m i l e s  t h a t  t r i o .

I ' m  n o t  q u i t e  c l e a r  o n  w h e n  v r e  t o o k  t h e  t r i p  t o  W a s h i n g t o n
a n d  C a n a d a  t o  v i s i t  p o i n t s  o f  m y  c h i l d h o o d  b u t  i t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n
. s o m e w h e r e  a r o u n d  t h i s  s a m e  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  H i g h l i g h t  o f  t h a t
t r i p  w a s  g o i n g  t o  t h e  d r e a d e d  C a t h o f i c  C o n v e n t  w h e r e  I  h a d
s p e n t  t h o s c  t w o  y e a r s  o f  m y  c h i l d h o o d .  T h e  M o t h e r  S u p e r i o r
t h e r e  w a s  a b l e  t o  f i n d  a n d  s h o w  m e  m t r  s i q n a t u r e  i _ n  a n  o l d
r o f l -  b o o k  f r o m  t h a t  t i m e .

B y  t h i s  t i m e  I  h a d  r e t i r e d  f r o m  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  a n d  h a v i n g  t w o
p e n s i o n s ,  w €  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  a b l - e  t o  e n j o y  - u r € r v e l _ i n g  t _ o  o u r
h e a r t ' s  c o n t e n t .  W i t h  t h a t  i n  r n i n d ,  w €  b o u g h t  a  ] i t t l e  t r a v e l
t r a i l e r  i n  t h e  f a l - l  o f  1 9 7 2 .  I  r e m e m b e r  t a k i n g  o n l y  o n e  t - : : i p
w i t - h  t h a t  t r a i l e r .  T h a t  w a s  t h e  t r i p  t o  Y e l l o w s t o n e  N a t i o n a t
P a r k .  L a u r i e  w e n t  a l o n g  a n d  w e  h a d  a  w o n d e r f u l -  t i m e .  T h e  r e s t
o f  t h e  J o n e s  C f a n  j o i n e d  u s  f o r  p a r t  o f  t h a t  t r i p  a n d  i t  i s  a
p l e a s a n t  m e m o r y .
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S a l l y r s  h e a l t h  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  r o b u s t .  S h e  s u f f e r e d  t e : : r i b l y
f r o m  m i g r a i n e  h e a d a c h e s  a n d  h a d  h a d  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  p r o b l e m s
t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a j o r  s u r g e r y  a  c o u p l e  o f  t i m e s .
B u t  h e r  m o s t  s e r i o u s  i l l n e s s  w a s  a h e a d .  I n  J u I y ,  L 9 7 3 ,  c a n c e r
o f  t i r e  f ) r m p h  s y s t e m  w a s  d i a g n o s e d  a n d  t h e  n e x t  f o u r  y e a l : s  w e r e
d i f f i . c u l t  i n d e e d .  S h e  h a d  c a r e d  f o r  m e  i n  m y  i l l n e s s e s  a n d  I
d i d  t h e  s a m e  f o r  h e r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  m y  a b i l i t y .  S a l l y  d i e d
A u g u s t  2 9 ,  1 9 1 1  a n d  m y  l o n e l y  t i m c  b e g a n .

S h o r t t y  a f t e r  S a l l y  d i e d ,  f  b o u g h t  a  n e v r  A m e r i c a n  M o t o r s  c a r
b u t  s t i l - l -  l - o v e d  t h e  A m b a s s a d o r  b e s t .  S o  w h e n  I  s t a r t e d  o u t  o n
a  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  t r i p  I  t o o k  t h e  A m b a s . s a d o r .  O n  r n y  l o n e l y
t r i p  T  v i s i t e d  f r j - e n d s  a n d  r e l a t i v e s  f a r  a n d  w i d e .  I  t h o u g h t
t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  f i n a l l y  b e i n g  a b f e  t o  t r a v e l  w o u l d  e a s e  t h e  J . o n 6 -
I  i  n e s s  b r t  i  t  d i d n ' t .  W i r e n  I  c a m e  h o n e  f  s o l d  t h e  A m b a s s a d o r
t o  D o n n a  a n d  d r o v e  t h e  o t h e r  e x c l u s i v e l y .  B u t  i t  h a s  n e v e r
b e e n  s u c h  a  j o y  t o  d r i v e  a s  t h e  A m b a s s a d o r  a n d  a f t e r  n i n e
y e a u s  I  o n J - y  h a v e  t w e n t y - f  i v e  t h o u s a n d  m i l - e s  o n  t h e  o d o m e t e r  !

M a u d c  R o w a n ,  o n e  o f  S a l l y r s  g o o d  f r i e n d s  f r o m  t h e  C h u r c h ,
d e c i d e d  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t -  m y  l o n l i n e s s ,  o r  t r y  t o  a n y w a y ,
a n d  j - n v i t e d  m e  t o  d i n n e r  w h e r e  I  w a s  p a i r e d  u p  w i t h  a n o t h e r
f r i e n d  o f  h e r s ,  M i l - d r e d  C f a r a  B l a n c h a r d .  W e  h - i t  i t  o f f  r i g h t
a w a y  b e c a u s e  w e  h a d  s o  m u c h  i n  c o m m o n .  h e r  d e c e a s e d  h u s b a n d
h a d  k r e e n  a  c a r e e r  C o a s t  G u a r d  m a n  a n d  t h o s e  s i m i l - a r  e x p e r i e n c e s
g a v e  u s  n o  e n d  o f  t h i n g s  t o  t a l k  a b o u t .  I t  w a s  s o  g o o d  t o  h a v e
f e m a l - e  c o m p a n i o n s h i p  a g a i n  a n d  I  p u r s u e d  h e r  p r e t t y  r e l e n t -
l o s q l r z  r r n t  i I  f  i n a l  l r z  s h o  , a 6 r r a a d  - F n  m a r r r r  m e "  W e  W e f e  m a f f  i e dr u o  o  - r - J  u r r  u  r

i n  t h e  L o n g  B e a c h  F o u r : t h  W a r d  b u i l d i n g  b y  B j  s h o p  B a r t o n  o n
M a y  f - L ,  L 9 7 8 .  M i l d r e d o s  d a u g h t e r ,  K a y  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  B o b ,
w e r e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e ,  a s  w e r e  b o t h  o f  m y  k i d s  a n d  t h e i r  s p o u s e s
a n d  q u i t e  a  f e w  o f  o u r  g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  W e  b o t h  a g r e e d  w e
w o u l d  b e  s a t i s f i e d  i f  o n l y  b l , e s s e d  w i t h  f j v c  y e a r s  t o g e t h e r .
W e ' r e  a p p r o a c h i n g  o u r  n i n e t h  a n n i  v e r : s a r _ . r "  a n d  s t i l - l -  g o i n g  s t r o n g ,
s o  f e l e l -  b l e s s e d  i n d e e d .

W e ' v e  b o t h  h a d  s o m e  h e a f t h  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  p a s t  n i n e  y e a r s ,  b u t
t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  l - o t s  o f  p l e a s u r e s  t o o .  I  s o l d  m y  h o u s e  o n
G o f d e n  a n d  m o v e d  i n t o  M i - l d r e d ' s  h o u s e  o n  D e f  t a ,  i n  L o n q
B e a c h ,  w h e r e  w e  a r e  q u i t e  c o m f o r t a b f e .  M i l d r e d  h a s  h a d  e y e
s u r g e r y  t w i c e ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  s o m e  i m p r o v e m e n t  t o  h e r  v i s i o n ,
w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  a  q r e a t  r e l  i e f  t o  h e r .  I  h a d  e m e r g e n c y  o p e n
h e a r i :  s r : r g e r y  i n  L 9 8 2 ,  w h i - c h  r e a 1 1 y  g a v e  u s  b o t h  a  s c a . r e .  F r o m
t h e n  o n  u n t i l -  a . l - m o s t  t h e  p : : e s e n ' L ,  I  s u f  f  e r e d  n a u s e a ,  w h i c h  w a s
n o t  p l e a s a n t  t o  l i v e  w i t h  a n d  k e p t  m y  w e i g h t  b e l - o w  n o r m a l .
T h e n  i n  A p r i f  1 9 8 5 ,  w h i l - e  h a v i n g  s u r g e r y  t o  c o r r e c t  a  h e r n i a ,
t h o r z  d ' i  s r : o r r e r e d  c o - l o n  c a n c e r ,  i n z h i c h  w a s  r e m o v e d  w i t h  a  s i z e a b l e
s e c t - L o n  o f  c o l o n .  A s  I  s a i d ,  f  d o n ' t  s e e m  t o  h a v e  m i n o r
i l - l n e s s e s .  I ' d  r a t h e r  h a v e  a  h e a d a c h e  !

I n  S e p t e m b e r  o f  1 9 8 3 ,  M i l d r e d  a n d  I  f  l - e r ' v  t o  D e t r o i t ,  M i c h i g a n ,
where  we \^ /c re  met  my Wi - lbu : :  and Donna,  who were  l i v ing  there
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f o r  a  f e w  y e a r s .  W e  h a d  a  w o n d e r f u l -  t r i p  w i t h  t h e m  t o  t h e
U p p e r  P e n i n s u l a  w h e r e  M i l d r e d  h a d  o n c e  l - i v e d .  T h e n  _ i n  I 9 B 4
w e  f l e w  t o g e t h e r  t o  W r a n g e l l ,  A l a s k a  t o  v i s i t  m y  c h i l d h o o d  h a u n t s ,
I  h a d n ' t  b e e n  t h e r e  s i n c e  a  f i t t l e  c h i f d .  W e  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e
s c h o o l -  w h i c h  I  h a d  a t t e n d e d  l - s  n o w  a  m u s e u m .  T h e  C h u r c h  I
r e m e m b e r e d  a t t e n d i n g  w a s  s t i l l -  t h e r e .  M y  t w o  o f d  b u d d i e s  w h o
h a d  r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  w e r e  d e a d ,  I  l - e a r n e d .  B u t  i t  w a s  a
w o n d e r f u l  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  m e .  T h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  o f  t h a t  s m a l f
commun j - ty  was  t remendous.  The - loca l  newspaper  even in te rv iewed
m e  a n d  p r i n t e d  a n  a r t i c l - e  a b o u t  m e  a n d  t h e  t h i n g s  f  r e m e m b e r e d
a b o u t  t h e  t o w n  o f  W r a n g e l l .  W e  w e n t  t o  J u n e a u  a l s o ,  w h e r e  f ' d
f  i v e d  b r i e f  l y  a s  a  c h i l - d ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  l j - t t f e  t h e r e  I  c o u l d
r e c o g h i  z e ,

T h i s  i s  a  c o p y  o f  a  s h o r t  t a f k  f  o n c e  g a v e  i n  o u r  H i g h  P r i e s t
C l a s s  i n  P r i e s t h o o d  M e e t i n g :

" f ' v e  h a d  t h r e e  w i v e s  b u t  n o t  a f l  a t  o n e  t i m e .
N u m b e r  o n e  w a s  a  o n e - t i m e  b e a u t y  c o n t e s t  w i n n e r
w h o  l - e d  a n  u n h a p p y  f i f e  i n t o  w h i c h  I  w i f f  n o t  d e l v e .
Number  two was one tha t  many o f  you  gentJ ,emen
p r e s e n t  h a v e  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  k n o w i n g ,  s h e  h a v -
i n g  b e e n  w o r k  l e a d e r  i n  R e l - i e f  S o c i e t y  n a m e  o f
S a v i l . l - a  ( S a 1 J - y )  W a l t o n ,  w h o m  s a d l y , I  l o s t  t o  c a n c e r
i n  A u g u s t ,  I 9 1 6 .

M y  t h i r d  i s  M i l d r e d  C l a r a ,  a s  o f  1 9 1 8 ,  a n d  a  r a r e
j e w e l -  s h e  i s .  f n  e a r l y  M a y  o f  l a s t  y e a r  I  u n d e r -
w e n t  a  q u a d r u p l e  h e a r t  b y p a s s ,  l o s i n g  a  c o n s i d e r -
a b l - e  a m o u n t  o f  b l - o o d  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .  I  w a s  g i v e n
t w o  q u a r t s  o f  b l - o o d  j - n  t r a n s f u s i o n .  T h e r e  m u s t  h a v e
b e e n  s o m e t h i n g  w r o t n g  w i t h 4  t h a t  b l o o d  b e c a g u s e  n a u " s e a
h a s  b e e n  m y  s 1 o w l y  d i m i n i s h i n g  c o m p a n i o n  s i n c e  t h e n .
f n  f a c t ,  f  f o u n d  i t  h a r d  t o  e a t  a t  a l - l -  i n  t h e  h o s -
p i t a l .  M y  i t l i l - d r e d  k n o w i n g  f  ' m  a n  o a t m e a f  n u t ,
c o o k e d  a  m e s s  a t  h o m e  a n d  b r o u g h t  i t  t o  m e  a t  t h e
h o s p i t a l  e a r l y  o n e  r n o r n i n g  w i t h  n o  f a n f a r e  o n J - y
l o v e  a n d  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  d o c t o r s  t o  b r i n g  i t  t o ;
m e .  A  r e a f  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  i t  w a s .  f  w a s  a b f e  t o  k e e p  i t
d o l v n  a n d  s t a r t e d  o n  m y  w a y  t o  r e c o v e r y .  T h a n l <  y o u ,
M i l d r e d ,  w h e r e v e r  y o u  a r e !

T h a t  p r e t t y  w e f  I  b r i n g s  u s  u p  t o  d a t e ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  f  r , v a n t  L o ,
e l a b o r a t e  a  b i t  a b o u t  m y  g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  B e i n g  a  g r a n d p a r e n t
h a s  b r o u g h t  m e  m a n y  j o y s  a n d  s o m e  r e g r e t s .  T h e  g r e a t e s t  r e -
g r e t  i s  t h a t  D o r o t h y  a n d  B r o a d i e  m o v e d  t h e i r  f a m i l y  a l f  t h e  w a y
t o  U t a h ,  t h u s  t a k i n g  a w a y  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  s p e n d i n g  q u a n t i t y
t j - m e  w i t h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e i r  y o u n g e s t  o n e s .

T  r e o r e t  t h a t  f  d o n t t  k n o w  M a r k  , l a r z  S r : o t t  a n d  M a t t h e w  a sv v  r l u ! J : '  v 9 ) ,  v v v L u ,

w e f l -  a s  I ' d  l i k e .  A n d  f  t a k e  m y  s h a r e  o f  t h e  b l a m e  f o r  t h a t ,
t h o u g h  d i s t a n c e  w a s  s u r e l y  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c u l p r i t .  I  k n o v ' r  w h e n
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w e r v e  b e e n  t o g e t h e r ,  I ' v e  . s p e n t  t h e  g r e a t e r  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e  w i t h
t h e  g r a n d d a u g h t e r s ,  n e g l e c t i n g  t h e  g r a n d s o n s .  I  f e e l  s o r r y
a b o u t  t h a t ,  y e t  f  k n o w  o f  a  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  b u t  f o r  t h e  d i s -
t a n c e  b e t w e e n  u s ,  t h e  g r a n d s o n s  a n d  f  w o u l _ d  j u s t  n a t u r a l l l r  h a v e
h a d  m a n y  g o o d  t ' i m e s  t o g e t h e r .  r  r v o u l d  h a v e  t a u g h t  t h e m  M o r s e
C o d e ,  t o  h a r m o n i z e ,  t o  m a k e  w i l l o v r  w h i s t _ l e s  ,  t o  p l a y  t h e  u k u l e _ l e ,
w o u l d  h a v e  p l a y e d  w o r d  g a m e s  w i t h  t h e m  e t c .  I t  w o u l d  h a v e  h a p -
p e n e d  h a d  w e  b e e n  n e a r e r  t o g e t h e r ,  J - o n g e r ,  a n d  m o r e  o f t e n .  I
k n o w  i t  w o u f d  h a v e  a n d  I  w i s h  i t  h a d  f o r  m e ,  a s  w e l _ l  a s  f o r; , -1 ' n e m .

A  l ^ r i c r  n a r t  o f  t h e  n r o h l e m  w a s  l o s i n o  S a l l r z  S h a  a l r n r e r z q  t n r - r k  l - h e- ' : J  I , s !  L  r v u l r r : J  r q L L J  o  u r r u  u r v v q J  L r f v

l - e a d  i n  r e m e m b e r i n g  t h e  b i r t h d a y s  a n d  " s p e c i a l  e v e n t s  o f  c h i t -
d r e n  a n d  g r a n d c h i f d r e n .  I  h a d  d e p e n d e d  o n  h e r  f o r  t h a t  a n d  w h e n
s h e  w a s  g o n e  I  d i d n t t  e v e n  k n o w  h o w  t o  b e g l n .  I  n e g l e c t e d  t o
k e e p  u p  t h e t r a d i - t j - o n s  w e  h a d  b e g u n  t o g e t h e r : .  I  r e g r e t  t h a t .

B u t  t h e r e  r e m a i n  m a n y  j o y s  a n d
g r a n d c h i f d r e n  v e r y , v e r y  m u c h .
r ) r ^ 7 n  r r T A \ z  A n d  J - h a  a r a r t  l - r l  a q < . ;  ang
r e t u r n  b y  t h o s e  I  f o v e .  T h e r e
o r . a b o u t  e a c h  o f  t h o s e  I  h o l d
1 9 8 7 .

f  - l o v e  e a c h  o f  m y  c h i ' l d r e n  a n d
E a c h  i s  s p e c i - a l  j - n  h i s  o r  h e r
o ' F  m \ /  I ' i  f e  i s  h e i n r r  I n r z e d  i n

f o l l o w s  a  n u t s h e l l  c o m m e n t  t o
m o s t  d e a r ,  a s  o f  m ) '  b i r t h d a y ,

M I L D R E D :  T h a n k  y o u  f  o r  m a r r y i n g  m e ,  c a : f  e i n g  f  o t f f i € ,  and  l ov ing
m e  b a c k .

H e  w a s  a l w a y s  a  g o o d  k i d  n o  t r o u b l e

D O R O T H Y : S h e  w a s  a  c u L e  l i t t l e  s q u i r t .  S h e ' s  b e e n  a  n i c e  k i d
I t  s e e m e d  t o  m e  h e r  e y e s  w e r e  b o t t o m l e s s .  Y o u  c o u l d
l - o o k  i n t o  t h e m  a n d  l o o k  w a y  i n t o  t h e  d i s t a n c e .  T h e
d e p t h  o f  a  w a t e r w e l l .  S h e  L o v e d  t r i c k s ,  j o k e s ,  e t c .
y e t  a l w a y s  g o t  t h e m  b a c k r v a r d s  w h e n  s h e  t r l e d  t o  t e l l
o r  d e m o n s t r a . t e  t h e m .

A N D R E A : M w  f  i  r s t  o r a n d C h i l d .  S h e  w a s  a  i  o v  a n d  - ^ . .  ^ - ^ - +  " r  - '
! ' r J  I f ! o L  Y ! u l r u U I l J I u .  L ) l f , E  w u r  u  J v - l  ( r r r u  A I / I J O r E r r L J y

s h e  t h o u q h t  f  w a s  t o o .

R A N D Y : M w  f o n d  m e m o r w  o f  R a n d w  . i  . s  ^ f  t . L , : . ^ -  L - : -  t O  t h e  p i k e| r _ y  r  v r r u  r r r u r r r v r  I  v L  r \ q r r u J  J J  v I  l e u i l r r r 9  f  I f  l L t

w h e n  a  y o u n g s t e r  a n d  t e l l i n g  h i m  h e  c o u f d  h a v e  h i s  c h o i c e
o f  a n y  t h r e e  r i d e s .  H e  s t o o d  t h e r e  w i t h  h i s  e y e s  j u s t
a l - i v e  w i t h  a n t i c i p a t i o n .  H e  g r a b b e d  h i s  s h i r t  f r o n t
v , r i t h  b o t h  h a n d s  a n d  j u s t  s h o o k  i t  i n  p u r e  j o ] ' "
H e  w a s  " K i n q  f o r  a  D a y .  "

W f L B U R :

D A N : I  r e e m e m b e r  w h e n  w e  h a d  f i t t l e  s e e d l i n g s  i n  t h e  g r o u n d
t h a t  w e  v e r y  m u c h  w a n t e d  t o  g e t  r i d  o f .  W e  o f f e r e d
D a n n l z  a  p e n n y  f o r  e a c h  n o d u l - e  r o o t  p l a n t  h e  c o u l - d  c o m e
r r n  w ' i  t h -  R o v .  h e  r e a ' l  ' l  v  w e n t  t o  i t  a n d  i n  a  w h i l e
c a m e  i n  w i t h  s o  m a n y  w e  c o u l d n ' t  a f f o r d  t o  p a y  h i m
h a d  t o  c u t  t h e  p r i c e .  H i s  g r a n d m a  m a d e  t h e  p r e d i c t i o n
t h a t  h e  w o u l d  b e c o m e  a  m i l l - i o n a i - r e .
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k i d s  h a d  g o n e  t o  b e d .  A t  t h e  f i r s t  r a t t l _ e  o f  p a p e r ,
Chr  j -s  was  up  and lou t  in  f ron t .

L A U R I E :  L a u r i e  L o v e  b e c a u s e  s h e  w a s / i s  a  l o v e .  S h e  w a s
c r a z y  a b o u t  b a s e b a l l .  l l w a y s  s a y i n g ;  ' , L e t r s  p l _ a y
b a - l l - ,  G r a n d p a .  "  S h e  w a s  t h e  s i r e n  t y p e  a l _ l  t h e
l - i t t l e  b o y s  l o v e d  h e r .  W e  s h a r e  l o v e  o f  m u s i c .

LARRY:  I  lo r re  the  memory  o f  when he  was 3  or  4  and I  took  h im
t o  t o w n  t o  s e e  S a n t a  C l a u s  a n d  t o  h a v e  h i s  p i c t u r e
t a k e n  w i t h  h i m .  H e  i n t r o d u c e d  h i m s e l _ f  b y  s a y i n g :
" I t m  L a r r y  W i l - b u r  B l - i s s ,  S u n b e a m .  "  H e  h a d  j u s t  b e c o m e
a  S u n b e a m  ( c l a s s  i n  C h u r c h )  a n d  w a s  v e r y  p r o u d . , ,
L a r r y  w a s  a  g e n t l e  k i d  a m u s i n g .  S h a r e d  m y  l o v e  o f
words  and my l -ove  o f  tnus i_c .

J A N A E ;  S a l l y  c a l l e d  h e r  t h e  S u n s h i n e  G i r l .  W h e n  w e  w e r e
v i s i t i n g  t h e i r  f a m i l y  I  u s e d  t o  s i - n g  h e r  a  w a k e - r : p
s o n g :

Wake  w i th  the  bu t te rcups ,
( - n m a  n n  a a { -y e L  u P ,  g e t  u P ,
H e r e  c o m e s  t h e  s u n .
Open your  s leepy  eyes
L o o k  a t  t h e  b l a z j - n g  s k i e s ,
H e r e  c o m e s  t h e  s u n .
Turn  yoqr  back  on  the  n igh t
M o r n i n g ' s  c h e e r f u l  a n d f  b r i g h t ,
Not  a  shadow in  your  way
T h i s  i s  y o u r  d a y .
W a k e  w i t h  t h e  ' s i n g i n g  i b i r d s
Shout  ou t  those lucky  words
H e r e  c o m e s  t h e  s u n .
L o v e r s  g o  h a n d  i n  h a n d ,
T h i s  i s  t h e  p r o m i s e d  l a n d ,
Daydreams are  spun.
L a u g h , y o u r  s o r r o w s  a r e  o v e r ,
H a l f  t h e  b a t t l - e  i s  w o n .
L i f e ' s  n o .  g l o o m y  r a c e ,
L i g h t  y o u r  h a p p y  f a c e ,
H e r e  c o m e s  t h e  s u n .

B O N N I E :  B o n n i e  B o o  - -  w h a t  c a n  I  s a y  a b o u t  y o u ?  O n e  t h i n g  I
: :emember  about  her  was tha t  she  loved mi tk .  Because o f
s o  m a n y  s p i l I s ,  D o r o t h y  h a d  g i v e n  u p  o n  m i l - k .  W h e n  I
w a s  t h e r e ,  I ' d  g e t  s o m e  m i l k  a n y h o w  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r
B O n n  j _ e .  B O n n i e  i * o  a r t  i  c t -  i  n  ^ - d  f  ' v e  S a v e d  t h i n g s
s h e  m a d e  f o r  m e .

M A R K :  O n  t r i p  t o  N .  C a : : o l i n a  t o  p i c k  u p  t h e i r  G r a n d m a
M i t c h e l l - ,  I  h a d  s o m e  r e a l  e n j o y a b l e  t j - m e s  w i t h  M a r k .
H e  w a s  a  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  k i d  u n a s s u m i n g  a n d  p l i a b t e .
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J A Y : My namesake.  The b ig th ing wi th  Jay was get t ing
to .  empty  the  was tebaske t .  I  r em inded  h im  to  he
k e e p  o u t  o f  t r o u b l e  w i t h  h i s  p a r e n t s .  I t ' s  b e c
word between us now.  He was a lways a good boy -
abJ -y  d j -dn ' t  need  my  he lp  a f te r  a l l .

SHAUNA: V e r y  l o v i n g , v e r y  d e l - i c a t e ,  q u i e t  a n d  s h y "  R e
t ak ing  he r  t o  ZCMI  to  choose  someth ing  spec ia l
he rse l f .  O f  a l l  t h ings ,  she  chose  a  co lo red  c

S C O T T : A bo is t rous  boy
great  fun to  be

- - j u s t  f u l l  o f  f u n  a n d  : - A s n s e n s
a r o u n d .  W i s h  I r d  b e e n  a r o u n d  h

MATTHEW: Mat thew a lways  has  a  tw ink le  j -n  h is  eye  and
j o k e s  a  l o t . -  A f f e c t i o n a t e  a n d  s e n s i t i v e .

BROADIE  AND DONNA:  (Son- in - l aw  and  daugh te r - i n - l aw)  Do
want  to  leave e i ther  of  you out  even though I  I
you both know -: bhat I love and admire you and
your  being an impor tant  par t  o f  our  fami ly .

And  d i t t o ;  t o  t he  spouses  o f  a l l  my  g randch i l d ren .  you
g rea t  bunch l

I  d o n r t  k n o w  h o w  t o  e n d  t h i s  e x c e p t  t o  s a y  t h a t  f r m  v e
f o r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  I t v e  h a d  a n d  h a v e  w i t h  e a c h  6 ; 6 n €
and that  I  hope i t  cont i -nues for  a  1ong,  long whi le ,  du
th i s  l i f e  and  on  l n to  e te rn i t y .

W N  s i g n i n g  O f f

O *  -
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PA83:Y FOR JAYiS BOTH EIRTHDAY --Jan. 3I ,  L9B7

NARRATOR (RANDY): TODAY WE HAVE JOINED TOGETHER TO HONOR THE BOTH
BIRTHDAY OF JESSE RALPH WALTON, OUR FATHER, GRANDFATHER,
GREAT GRANDFATHER - AND - PATRIARCH OF OUR FAMILY.

JAY IS REVERED FOR MANY REASONS -- ONE BEING HIS LOVE OF
MUSIC AND KNACK FOR HAVING AN APPROPRIATE SONG FOR EACH AND
EVERY OCCASION. NOTHTNG TRUER CAN BE SAID OF JAY THAN THAT
HN ALWAYS HAS A SONG IN HIS HEART.

THEREFORE WE DECIDED ON A },USICAI TRIBUTE FOR THE OCCASION
(UOPTNC HE WILL EXCUSE OUR POETIC LICFJT{SE).  I ,VE HAVE ASKED JAY
TO BEGIN THIS PARIry IN HIS HONOR BY S]NGING A SONG APPROPRIATM,Y
TITLED: I 'WITH A SONG IN MY HEARTTI

JAY-: (ACOOMPANYING HIMSEI,I ' ON THE UKE],nLE) "W]TH,$ SONG TII M{ HEARTII

NARRATOR: JAYIS EARTY DAYS WERE LOOSLY SUPERVISED AND THERA WERE
SOME CLOSE CATLS AS HE PLAYED AROUND TH]S COUNTRYI S NORTHERN
WATER WAYS. HE, OF COURSE, WAS 0BLIVIOUS TO THE DANGBRS AND
EVm{ TRTED HIS FOOT AT LOG-WALKING' 0N ruOAT,ING LOGSTAS HE'D
SAEN THE LUMBTRJACKS DO. INEARLY DROWNED THAT TIMET BUT HIS
LOVE OF WATER AND ADVIX{TURE REIV1AINED INTACT.

ALL THIS FREEDOM ]LL PREPARBD HIM FOR THB TIGHT RESTRIC-

TIONS OF LIVING IN A CATHOLIC CONVE}IT IVtr{FS{ HE \I/AS ABOUT

E D W A R D ' S  A G E  ( B  o r  9 ) .  H E  W A S  H O M E S I C K , O U T  O F  P L A C E T  - -  A N D

HE HATEP TT THERE. 
.

oNE OF THE NUNS, THoUGH{ FOUND A SOLUTION TO ONE 0F HIS

PROBLEMS. EDWARD WILL DEMONSTRATE WHILE WE RELATE THE STORY

IN SONG. N0 FAIR,  BY THE WAY, LOOKING AHFJ,D IN YOUR SONG SHErdrS)

GR0UP SONG: ' |ARB YOU SLEEPING" SKfT: EDiI /ARD AND I 'MOTI{BR SUPI1RIORTI

( JA-, 
"^* 

** t/- ^" Zl',t- 4?ttz1'L .tLd- .z- nfi)+ a/?44,& /;. 4

4 to'r- tu&)J* /J"/- fMA % f/,j- 4."/.t 6 
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NARRAT0R: JAY EVIN THINKS IT PROBABLE TIIAT HIS TIMrri TrlERF, AND ,Fef<cEI)

DIET WS,iE- IM{ERE HNS INTM{SA DISLIKE FOR CHtrESE BEGAN -- THAT

ANNOYING PHOBIA TI{AT HAS DISTRES,SID HIS COOKS TI{ROUGH THESE

MANY YEARS.

THAT \,I IRETCHEP PARIOD OF HIS LIFE OVER' JESSE AGAIN WAND.

ERED HAPPILY AND F'REffiY, OFTEN ACCOMPANYING H]S DAD, FROM THE

COLD NORTHERN LUMBER CAMPS TO THE WARMTH OF SOUTHERN CALIFOR-

N I A .

AT ABOUT THE APPROPRIATE TIME,HE BEGAN NOT]CING GTRI,S

AND DEVELOPING HIS WINNINGLY ROMANTIC WAYS WITH MUSIC'

OF COURSE. PICTURE HIM --  ON THE WATER AGAIN - -  BUT THIS

TIME IN A BOAT -- WTTH A GIRL (WO DOUBT ONE OF MANY), HIS

UKELELE, -- AND HIS EVER READY SONG. JAY WrLL REI,trVE THAT

TIME FOR US AS HE SINGS AND PLAYS ' 'MOONLIGHT BAY.I I

JAY: "US!I9E!-..EAJ"

NARRATOB: WELL, BVERY YOUNG MAN MUST BARN A LIVING -- AND HOW FOR

JAY BUT ON THE WATBR? AITER ALL:

THE SAILOR?S LIFE IS BOLD AND FREE

H]S HOME IS ON THA ROLLING SEA.

AND NEIRE A HBART MORE TRUE OR BRAVE

THAN HIS \\IHO LAUNCHBS ON THE WAVE.

AFAR HE SPEEDS IN DISTANT CLIMES TO ROAM --

IUITH JOYOUS SONGS -- HE RIDES THE SPARKLTNG FOAM.

GRolJ.P SONG: "SAILIN9"',_$-4I_L,I][Q"
(Vater ie  can get  the ch i ldren ready dur ing th is  song - -  e i ther

someone else can accompany us or we can sing i t  wlthout any)
\

MICHELL.E. ED\I/ARD. TIFFANY.. RjrCIUIL. TANNER: "ANCHORS AWBTGH'l

GROUP SO.NG: (SIWC tVITI I  CHILDRtrN 2ND TIMB TI IROUGIJ) t 'ANCFIORS ATVETGH'r

, 3 ' 7  -
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NARRATOB: THE LOVE OF WATER' MUSIC, AND ADVINTURE UNITED IN
EARLY NAVY DAYS AND JAY, AND A TR]O HE SANG WITH, OFTEN
TAINED THE CREW OF THE SHIPS ON WHICH HE SAILED. HE WAS
BADIAUAN -- g A qgry{g8, WICH IN PART EXPLAINS THIS ST
WILBUR WILL TELL.

WILBUR: SHIPBOARD TALE ABouT sAf Po0N0rN6 l l  Hot-E tN A Lt(E Bcr
wHtc l l  EXPLo0tO 1Nf tRRot , . t t y  tL r tgStN& A SHtpAf lTE.

NARRATOR: BUT JAY WASNIT ALWAYS AT SEA --

ON SHORE. AND HE IN HIS IIBtr]LL BOTTOM
BLUNI' -- AND ROMANTIC II/AY .- WON OVER

HIM INTO OUR FAMILY.

JAY ALSO TOOK THE FAMTLY
IIROWMANSHTPII AND FOR ONE (OMI,Y

flHERE WERE THOSE
TROUSERS, COAT 0F
THE HEART THAT

THERE VIIERE SOME INTERESTTNG TIMES AS OUR FREEDOM LOVING
ADJUSTED TO FATHER-HOOD. FOR EXAMPLE .- THERE WAS THE T
MTITE THEY WERE IN NEW YORK,THAT HE DECIDED TO TAKE THE
FAMTLY TO THE 1939 WORLDIS FAIR -- ON THE VERY LAST DAY
WAS OPEIV.

GROIP .sO\g: I 'SUBWAYS OF NnW yORKt'

NAR$A.TOF: THIdY FINALLY DID MAKE IT AND THOUGH DOROTHY RIA4EMB
rT NOT -- WILBUR RE'I"IEMBERS 1|/-ITH APPRECIATION HAVTNG Bnm\r
AND HAS OFTET}I MET{TIONED IT "DURING THE PASSING YEARS.

BOATING, TEACH]NG WILBUR
ONE) HORSEBACK RIDE.

GROUP SON-G: 'rPLnAsE SAUNTER'' 0R "LoosE RIDER 0N THE TRArL'r

NARRA.TOR: JAY EXPEOTED T0 BE Mosrly rN PORT FoR AWHTLE -- N
HIS FAM]LY. HE HAD SPENT A LOT OF TIME AT SEA DURTNG HI
B YEARS ON THE USS ARIZONA AND NOW I'/AS ON THE USS HARRIS

THE ARIZONA YOUIVE HEARD OF. !ffiT.X{ JAPAN BOMBED PEA
HARBOR IN DEC. 1941 -  MANY OF JAY'S FRIINDS AND ACqUAINT
IVENT DO]I,N WITH HBR. SHE RAMAIN,S AT THn BOTTOM - A '.',trr,LT,

IIAIVA]IAN ISLAND SHRINE TO THIS INFAMOUS EVI'IVT THAT BEGAN
Y/AR IVITH JAPAN.

z 9 -

E t

HOSE

nR-
A

RY

ES

AVY

G,IiT

NCES

I S I T E D

OUR

ERO

ME,



- 1 -

NASRATOS: A WELL USED WARTIME SLOGAN
JAY HAD MORE RAASON THAN MOST TO
DAY.

IT ALSO M{DED ALL LEAVES FOR
ALMOST ]NSTANT FAREIVELL TO THOSE
SONG WTLL RECALT THAT SAD TIME.

AN,DREA: I'NOW IS THE HOUR|'

NARRAT.OS: THE MONTHS GREW INTO YnARs -- AND II/ORRY AND LONE']
WERE THE NATIONAL EMOTTONS. A PRE-TEI]1V-AGE DOROTHY --
DUBBED "DORLE${E'' tsY HrM (a combination of Dorothy & rle
DREAMED WTSTFULTY OF HER DADDY JAY.

GROUP. SONG: rrMY DADDY SAILS OVER THE OCEAN"

NARRAIOR: troR lrt/rl,BuRrs PART -- HE FELT DEEpLy rHE REspoNsrB
OF BEING THE MAN TN THE HOUSE.

GR0uq s,oNG: I'JtvE BE[]T HOLDTNG DOVVN THE HOME r,'RONT,,

NA,RRATOR: FOR HTS t'/rFE THTIRE V/ERE OTHER FRUSTRATTONS
LONE.LIN6SS.,

GROUP SON_G: "JAY MLTON, \VONtT "

NAR3.ATOR: AITER FOUR YEARS OT' SEPARATION, THE IVAR YEARS WER
ALLY OVER.

GRO_Uq SONG: tfAtrTER THE WAR'i (Namator __ please tell them f
\ ,  verse only)

],\IET,L, TH]I WAR WAS OVER, BUT
A NE',I/ ONB \'/AS JUST BNGTNN]NG.
AS TH]I ITATH]IR OF TIIENAGERS
MANY THINGS TIE 1VAS NOW LBARNING.
AND FIRST AND FOREMOST IN FACT BEFORB
HB T'OUND THAT TEIINAGERS - CANNOT SURVIV]I

_ 3 ? -

NARRAT0R:

WITIi rn uffIaIYT e Ir  i Y l r ! u l J U a

IVAS frREIvltlI4BER PEARL HA R .  l l

RtrMM"IBER THE TRAqEDY O THAT

THE DURATION AND CAUS
HE I{ELD DEAR. ANDREA I
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NARRA,TOE: s0---

GROUP SON9: SECOND VERSE OF ''AtrTER THE WAR"

Iq,ARRA3O3: THEY BoUGHT A liousE rN LONG BEACH AND TNDEED, DrD [BUy A
CAR -- NAMED THE I'CALAtrttVt.lEY- GUESS IiIII{O? I

i
GROUP_ gONG: "CJi,LALrLryFurL=T_ry1?,_Tyo,, ,

NARRATPR: REMEI,4BER THE suBWAYs oF NEW YORK? 1TELL DADDY JAY ICouLD
GET THE FAMILY LOST JUST AS EASILY IN THE V/ILDERNESS ..- il
0F cALrFoRNrA. ONE 0rt'ToLn AND wELL tovnD sroRy rs HoW HE
GOT THEM LOST IN A GOLF COURSE ON THB WAY TO A MOVIE! I

Musfcr AS ALWAYST WAs IMPORTANT AND sQUARI DANCING hND
BARBERSHOP SING]NG BECAME CHERISHED PARIS OF HTS LTFE. I

BARBERSHOP? JAYIS BIRTHDAY CETEBRATION WOULDNTT I
BE COMPLETE W]THOUT SOME BANBERSHOP SINGING. : LCr'S LTSilTENI
To 'sor - rs  g*RgE'RS#op iN  Htg  t_ fo i r lnRs

B,ARBERS4O3. .NU.MBER :
(soMnrurNc FRoM rHE Musrc r{mlll

NA4R3.TO.R: JAY BEGAN A NI]l[l CARIER \4IITH 
,NORTTI 

AMERICAN AVIATION IOOMPANY
AND BEGAN LOOKING TOWARD THE SKY TNSTNAD OF THE SEA. HEIDREAMED
OF SPACE FTIGHTS INSTEAD OF OCEAN VOYAGES AS HE PARTICIPATBD IN
THE BUILDING OF SPACE CAPSUI,ES -- INCLUD]NG AMERICA'S FINST
MANNED SPACECRAFT.

JAYrs LIFE TOOK o}[la REALLY NEW DrMm\tsroN tvuglv HE JoTNED
THE cHURcH rN 1962, HE HAD THOucHT HTMSFiLF souRtrD oN RB[,rcroN
AFIIER HIS CONVH\IT DAYS BUT T{E SIMPLE TRUTHS OF THE GO,SPEL
TOUCHED A RNSPONSIVE CORD IN HIS HEARI.

GROUP jSONG: ' rT AM A CHILD OF cOD'r

- q o  -  
|
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NA,RFA!0R: S0ME 0F YOU MIGHT RaCALL THAT PRESIDENT Mc
THE OR]GINAL LYRICS OF TI{AT SONG BE CHANGED FROM
THAT I MUST IO{OWI TO .- ''TEACH ME AIL THAT I MUST
\]trITH HIM SOMEDAY.

I IT IM A LTTTLE TEAPOT' '

KAY

THAT I]I"IPHASIS HAS ALWAYS BEN$ RIGHT TOR JAY -- NEV
GOSPEL SCHOLAR -- BUT ALWAYS A GOSPEL PO-qR. HE IS AIWA
DEPENDABLE IN HIS PRIESTHOOD ASSIGNMLT{TS -- WITH A SPECI
IN HELPING THOSE IN NEED OF HE[,P -- W]LLINGIY AND CH
AND THAT' Wx ARE TAUGHT' Is RBLIGION IN rTs PURasT FORM.

JAY HAS AND DOES SET A WORTHY EXAMPLE FOR HIS
TO FOLLOIU.

IT SEET'IED THE FAMILY WAs JUST GETTING SETTLED ]N
THE WAR !I[{ET{ SUDDTX{LY TI{E KIDS BEGA}f LEAVING. WILBTIR
1948 AND DOROTHY IN T95I.

BUT' THE GRANDCHILDREN BEGAN ARR]VING AND TO HTS SUR
BEING A GRANDPA WAS RIGHT DOVO{ HTS ALLEY. A WHOLE NEW G
ATION TO TAACH TH:II APPRECIATION OF MUSTC.

p$vr"p_::

DO.ROTHY I S. FAMILY:

( r ) I fpg_6y So, '*rs c/^." iJtg,  st l t l  . { t  hor.s,  ,  f , f+rK ncLrr t
sTt{e- oz'$;tial f lu.re'; ..:n't i-, 'p tuitL (&r=-.,{pre. sha,.vcL 6}r.ryeJ rh-
r'ry joKe-<I or-hrlt oar*Ffy rn7 '(\e- 

fra,;h ,v,na lc"ta .. frur:r-it: paem.
f:){.cved T7o- f,ru^p"t ,r"^A frtqtthei': '7atd .s,alacajcr,teE.

(*l furpe- tn"tJn t crrrrued /e.t.
(3)l!"rurr:e, TAld ,.b"rfr :hy pia_,1 i,+i ba_Xt t+,{tk lt*r *^J -.I.r,i

,:i^i ldr*r. s,e"uf he+C htt,;he-g a<J Sr\j gatttfts -
("'l) 

&;rr,ti-2" +5,.ff I r Kaatt s n. s <,r{t- pe-rsc. w._l Hec,sctSeg
eh, ldr€-a* ca;ertaJe[.r ldr.a-a,u :*xn51 ca;eratacl ,To 80 *i" -

( s )%r r -d  {h * . t y  * ( *a
{",f. d, s l^ e* s Tb G ra^&ga .

{Q) D<,rc-tl,t1 lo {J how

T1e- y\a6t^ u' , n,i h e-

sezut a- l\rpe, *yf

) cty TcreK Ti ** t, f.tru fk<
r-tt,z-l; f)h i f f tnt:i ttr. ' i1, 

t ')ut'tfro{}. ' : h er l r t

D THAT
I ITEACH

DO --
ALL

LIVE
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I CAN REMEMBER GRANDPA TAKING LARRY AND ME INTO THE

ROOM AND TBACHING US A SONG TO SING [N HARMONY. WEID THEili

PERFORM IT IN THE LIVING ROOM. AND I REME14BER HIM TF,ACFIIN

ME TO PLAY THE UKE. I WAS NEVER ANY GOOD AT IT. AND T

REIVIEI'IBER HIM MAKING ME A MORSE CODE SET WITH AN OSSILATOR.

WEID 'ITALK'I BACK AND FORTH AND NO ONE COULD UNDERSTAND US.

ET{JOYED THAT.

'SEEMS LIKE GRANDPA WALTON WAS THE ONE THAT TAUGHT ME

TO WRITE IN I 'CHINESE.I '  ACTUALLY IT WAS MORSE CODE. DITI

WERE VERTTCAL LINES, DAH'S WERE HoRTSONTAL. rYourr WoULD

l,l/RrrrET{ = = l[. THAT I1/AS A toT OF rlIN TOO. AND r ' ],Ir
FORGET LOOKTNG THROUGH HIS NAVY SCRAPBOOK AND FINDING A

PTCTURE OF A NAKED LADY KISSING A BIRD! BOY, WAS SHE NrCn

LOOKINGI BUT THETil,  GRANDMA DIDN1IT APPRECTATE ]T. AFTER A

] l"IlJAS YOUNG AND IMPRESSIONABLE.

MOSTLY I REMEMBER LOOKING FORWARD TO VISITTNG THET4.

ALWAYS HAD ICE CREAM BARS IN THE FREEZER FOR US. OH, ANI)

REIVIEI{BER SPEbTDING DAYS LOOKING FOR A SUIT THAT \]UOULD FIT

I WAS 12 YEARS oLD. I WAS A HARD oNE T0 FrT. GEE, THrS

GO ON ALL NIGHT. LOTS OF MEIVIORTES.. . .

- ? d -

r/VHH\l
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NARTI..TOR: THE SONGS THE YEARSI EXPERIIIVCES BROUGHT To JAY'S
WmE NOT ALWAYS HAPPY ONES. THERE WAs ILLNESS, sURcERy
BEREAVEIqENT AND LONE LTMFSS.

BUT THE TIMES FOR SAD SONGS ALWAYS
SONG WOULD ONCE AGA]N FIND TTS WAY INTO

PASSED AND A HA
H]S CONSC]OUSN

SUCH A TTME WAS MAY OF 19?B WIIEN HE MARRIED MILDRE
THEY LIFTED THE BURDIN OF tt^r-(:*,",a- FROM EACH OTHERI S L
THE}RS IS A COMFORTABLE COMPAN]ONSHIP OF MUTUAL CARING
S\I/EET RET"IINISCING AS 1HUY SHARE THEIR PASTS AS WIf,,L AS
PRESIdNT I&TTH ONE ANOTHI]R.

TIIERBFORE, PEF&IAPS TTLOVESOLD SWEET SONGI' IS AN
RIATE ONE TO COMME}.{ORATA THAT
TH:IIYIVE IIAD TOGETHNR ,SINCN.

HAPPY ilY-AfiTru HAppy

gROqP TSONG3 "!Q!l,-S OLD SWEtrTsoNGil

N.A.RRATOS: s0 TI{rs HAs BaH\r rHE srORy oF JtrssE -- Oug JAy --
OUR DADDY JAY' OUR GRANDPA, OUR GREAT GRANDPA, AND OF
SWEETHEATfl'.

WE ALL LOVE YOU AND 1'/B Ai,L U/ISH YOU A HAPPY

BOTH BIRTHDAY

ANp MA,NY.. I4ANJ MORAI

GROU3 SOXlg: T|HAPPY BIRTHDAY T0 yOU'l

..JfI: i 
'Tne- 

Port'y il*s.rlf tdttc:> ct_ twtrc,ls crhc,-risA*.1, .rirf,T.

S cr rp ris*- rL rr, u*l .lf Dare,tAy *^,!u Bro.*Jo"*o Ta ,S hare- r
&ta-s ryS €t:"n Adr.ur;E-is .i,,ont sizeJ cl r*,_e-tt'v,, .o".1 ,
tu*r"A*p i t*rs h"- l ;r i rTroe{prp-,r* Tlre* : :s,ayffrwrent, t^uo,:  a S!
de i'5 i4T Ta tl/" 7fi<- vt L'("{t4erc'tit b ot^<,es yifru iue,*re- T/,,r1,,
{hosen ,* ,^J c!e:-zpiy ea-fVre<:t ' , i foJ b, t  fAe.-  l tonarerJ qL(es
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