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THE PURPOSE OF TIIIS BOOKLET

We are putting these booklets together on our ancestors, not for the purpose of
aiding in any genealogical research, although there might be that possibility for some
readers. We are not making an effort to include all the narneso dateso artd places we
might discover if we searched. We do not want to take that much time because of the
magnitude of our task,

Our intention is to preserve the life stories of our ancestors a$ completely &s we
can. The family traditions, anecdotes, and accomplishments that might be lost to our
posterrty if we don't record th€m. There are also mementoes, certificates, photographs,
especially photographs, that might be forever lost if we don't find a way to share them.
This is our effort to do so.

We feel it is not an accident that so many family records have ended up in our
hands from both sides of our families. We feel we have them because we will take care
of them and share them. We are getting old and we realize that if we die without doing
something about these family heasures, they will probably not be preserved for future
generations. We're not sure how to share them but preparing these books and booklets
is at least the first step. Our children or grandchildren may have to take it from there
and we trust that they will. Ll.It .* 9. * E* JrIr^, 8l;*



Elijah Dexter Slafter
(1814 - 1888)

Maria Lucretia Lilly
(1826 - 1876)

Early Americans

Elijahos Ancestors - The Slafters arrived in America early on, in the 1
England andlor Wales. They settled in Massachusetts, and soon moved
Connecticut. Elijah's parents moved to New York and Elijah was born
Pompey, Onandago County, on 14 December, 1814. His parents were
Jerusha Dexter. We show them with eight children: Asahel, Adelia
Dexter, Orren, Tryphena,Ira, Cynthis, and Marilda. Interestingly, the I
these children were born in Cuba.
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Lucretia's Family - Maria Lucretia was known by her middle name).
we have no information on her parents. d fine opportunity for her de
do the research to find them. Her surname (Lilly) is attractive and not al
common. Their marriage just before the 1850 Federal Census compli
a bit. That was the first census that listed the names of all the children i
household.

1860 McHenry, Illinois Federal Census - Tells us that Elijah was born
York and she in Ohio. Orren (often misspelled, but this is correct) age 1
Emily, age 7 were born in Illinois and Ruby in Wisconsin. Why Wi
glance at the Pedigree chart reveals that Elijah's father died in Portage,
and his mother in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. That explains why they spe
years in Wisconsin.

Wisconsin Farm? We don't know. The 1860 Census tells us that Elij
farmer. His obituary in the newspaper states that except for "a few years
Wisconsin," McHenry County, Illinois had always been his home.

What Did We Learn? - We know the family was in Illinois in 1852 wh
was born; in Wisconsin in lB55 when Ruby was born, and back in Illino
1860 Federal Census. The Census, by the way, did give the mother's n
Maria, but family tradition reveals that she was known as Lucretia. Both
names. There are other things to learn from census returns as well, such
neighbors who might be relatives, parents' birthplaces etc.

Marriage and Family

From New York to Illinois - Elijah was born at Pompey, New York on
December, 1 836. In the year of 1836, at the age of 22,heemigrated to Il
settled in McHenry County.

He Met His Bride - In March of 1846, Elijah and Lucretia were marri
McHenry, Illinois. Six children were born to this union, including our
their first child. They were as follows: Orren Augustine, Emily Diana, R
Sylvester (who died at age 5 months), Charles William, and Elmer E. (
age 5 years).

Widowed at Age 62 - Elijah and Lucretia had only 30 years together,
died in October, l876 at only 50 years of age. Her cause of death is not own to

egretfully,
dants to
that
the task

in New
, and
in? Ah, a
lsconsrn
t a f e w

was a
in

Emily
for the
e a s
are pretty

4
inois and

of,
bv A.,

died at

she



Newspaper Obituary

Good Source of Information - We are indebted to Elijah's obituary fi
information we have about our ancestor, Elijah Dexter Slafter and his f
of course, we believe, from the local paper of McHenry, McHenry, Illi

Died In This Village - "Died in this village, Wednesday morning, T M
Elrjah Dexter Slafter, in the 74'h year of his age. The subject of the abo
was born at Pompey, New York, 14 December, 1 B 14. From a memorial
before us we learn that from early youth he was subject to the trials and
common in those early days. But with steadfast purpose and honest m
which he was so characterized in later years, he surmounted obstacles th
seemed impossible, and carved for himself an honorable place among m

The Slafter Memorial - The "Memorial book" ref€rred to is almost
'oMemorial of John Slafter with a Genealogical Account of His
Including Eight Generationso' by the Reverend Edmund F. Slafter, pu
Boston by the Press of Henry W. Dutton and Son. 1869.

Declining Years

Widowhood - ooSince the death of his wil'e 12 years ogo, Mr. Slafter h
his son, Charles, and although past 70 years of age, of those who saw hi
street daily, but few thought that afatal disease was preying on his once
constitution and that he would succumb to the grim destroyer so soon.
death is no respecter of persons, and like a thief in the night he creeps in
where least expected, and sooner or later we must all bow submissivelv

Failing Health - o'In the beginning of the year 1888, his friends noticed
failing health and urged him to lay aside all business cares which he fi
reluctantly, consented to do. The best medical skill was employed, but
He slowly but surely failed, and onthe morn of the Tthhe quietly and
breathed his last while reclining in his chair. Not a struggle or a move t
that the spirit had returned to the God that gave it.
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Member of Methodist Church - o'He had been a member of the M
for over 40 years and lived as a consistent Christian man. His funeral
the Methodist Episcopalian Church on Friday afternoon, and was
large concourse of relatives and friends. His remains were interred in
Cemetery beside those of his wife who had preceded him a few short y
The sympathy of the community is with the bereaved family.

Tribute - *We honestly believe Mr. Slafter had not a real enemy in the
was truly the noblest work of God, an honest man, and was honored an
wherever known. He will be missed at his home, among our crtizens an
church, where his wise councils were forever for the right, and where hi
word and act were for the best interest of his fellow man. Verilv a
fallen."

Children's Homes At Time of Elijah's Death

Orren - Now residing at Iowa City, Iowa

Emily D., wife of George W. Colby of this town (McHenry)

Ruby A. - now resides at Minneapolis, Minnesota

Charles 
'W. - now a resident of this village (McHenry)
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a ordinarce codes:
\ FBaptized 8 Catvin SLAFTER-2,188-_--_
\ E=Endcr.red I nonn: 11 Apr 1784
I P=seated to parents I rucr: ilansfietd,Tottand,cr

I S=Sea[ed to spouse I Unnn: 25 ilay 1g@ -tfl
\v C=Chi[dren's ordinances 4 Et.ijah Dexter SLAFTER-186---I pf_RCf t\v L=Lnlloren's orulnances 4 EtlJah Dexter SLAFTER-.166r-_-__-| PLACE:
\ | uonn: M Dx 1814 BEp I orro: Z sep 1857
I I 

pLAcE: ponpet/,onondaga,tff 
| fUcf: ,portage,Ul

a | ilARR: Mar 1846 _4 
I

\- | PLACE: 9 Jerusha DEKTER-189-\- | r'LAt"E: 9 Jerusha DEKTER-',189--
\ I DIED: B6R'l: 8 Ja 17Vl

I I PLACE: PLAcE: canbridge,ihshingt,
| 2 orren Augustine sLAFTER-95-| orrO, g ltar i86f

.t I eonn: f J* 1&9 BEps I pLAcE: Fon Du Lack,Fon frI.t I eonn: 11 J* 1&9 BEps I purcE: Fon Du Lack,Fon l
\ | PLACE: Greenwood,llcHeiry,IL I

t | !!ARR: 50 oct ,t859 *15 I t0 -----

a l!fi:'!fl31i'49*.''" | |fffl;, n!.oA
\ I rLALE: cheyenne,l-aramie,Hy | | HARR: -

| | 
' 
i*iltq: *:-' 

:-l 3$!,' PoL't''
t I pLAcE: 11 #
I 1 Leita lbtinda SLAFTER-1I-- BORN:

! ^ | aonH: 8 l,tay 1881 BE pLAcE:

Y I er-ncr, Greenwood,mcHenry,rL I
t | !|ARR: 50 oct 1859 *15 I to

a l!ru:'ii'3li'iffi*'''i I

Y I lpLAcE:scipio,cayr€a,Ny lrucr,
I | | lfAnn: e Apr 1869 _& |

| | l;ffi:'ru"ffi'lug;n*'* 'u';ili:

r I PLACE: llinneapolis,Hennepin,l'lN DIED:
\ I MARR: 14 Aug 1901 -3 pLACE:
I I PLACE: Evanston,Uinta,l.ry

I I DrED: I ito't 1954 12 Jonathar 0ovEy_2194
.V I PLACE: Los Atamitas,Orange,CA I BORN: Abt 1Tg4
\ lctark varrum Lorp*1o+-- | ;dii, oi-s"ipioJuy.€",nv
I I spouse I HRRR: Ab,t 1903 *ffi

,,l | 6 srrith covEy-z18#l euce:
t  I  I E 0 R N :  1 J u r 1 8 1 7  l o r r o :

! ^ | aonH: 8 l,lay 1881 BE PLACE:
r I PLACE: llinneapolis,Hennepin,l'lN DIED:
\ | MARR: 14 Aug 1901 -3 pLACE:
I I PLACE: Evanston,Uinta,l.ry

I I DrED: 7 ito't 1954 12 Jonathal 0ovEy_219F___
.V I PLACE: Los Atamitas,Orange,CA I BORN: Abt 1Tg4
\ lctark varrum L0[E*10+-- | nucr: of Scipio,cayr€a,Ny
I I spouse I HRRR: Ab,t 1903 *ffi

| | 6 srrith covEy-z18#l euce:
t  I  l eonH:  1Ju r1817  lo r ro :
\  |  lpLAcE:sc ip io,cayr€a,Ny l rucr :
I | | lfAnn: e Apr 1869 _& 

|
| | I PLACE: OrEnge,Cuyahoga,oH 15 Eunice GMy_4195-_..-
t | | DIED: 18 l,rar 1895 Bom,t: 178€
\ _l I PLACE: lilinneapolis,Hennepin,HN PLACE: of Scipio,Cay€€,Ny
I 3 ilary Matirda coVEY-94-l oreo:
I BoRN: 16 sep 1E52 BE s I ruce:

V PLACE: ltcHenry,llclhnry,fl I
\ DIED: zO uo\t 1q3Z I

t pLACE: Gering,scotts Btuff,NE 
| 

' **,

a r r;i;; W
r pLACE: Gerins,scotts Brurr'NE 

I I ffH;, nrLlI
.v I I mnnn:
\ 7'charl"otte sHEFFIE1o--2190----_--| pLAcE'

BoRN: 14 F& Bn I orro: lla.h,lz

t Ngre an! address or suhritter: ;il;:' 
tlTfftiffi*'o* 

| 
eucr: I

\ tlil.bur & Dorma Bliss pl-ACE: Gering,scotts Btuff,NE
I 19169 ilontery Street

a 
Hesoeria 9?35-576

\ phane:61*-947-5308

I
)
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Family Group Record- 5
Hutb"nd Eliiah Dexter slafter:lg6

Born
14 Dec 1814 t'ut" 

Po*pey, onondaoa, New york LDS ordinance di Temple
Christened Place Baptized

1993
Died

7 Mar 1888 11""" tr4.H"n", McHenrv. Iilinois Endowed
1993Buried Place Sealed to parents
1993Married

Mar 1845
Place Sealed to spouse

1993 SDIEGHusband's father
Calvin Slaftet-1BB MRIN: 41Husband's mother
Jerusha Dexter-189

wir" Maria Lucretia Lillv-187
Bom

16 Jun 1826 '-"- 
, , ohio LDS ordinance d€ )s Temple

Christened Place Baptized
1993 SDIEG

Oct 1876 Place Endowed
1993 SDIEG

Place Sealed to parents
elazrarl

Wife's father

Children List each child in order of birth. LDS ordinance da Temple

M Orren Aug usti ne Slafter-93
_flJan t8+9 j5-gre.n*ood, M.H"n", It|inois. Baptized

B Jql_glz
c 1957

LANGE
Place Endowed

5 C LANGE
19 Jul 1900 |"'u chevenne, Laramie-Wys!0tog_ Sealed to parents

1993 SDIEG
' l t r l  

1900
tlo'u 

chevenne, Laranie, wyominq
Mary Malinda Covev-94 MRIN: 15

?0 Oct 1R6Q t'"t" 
MaH"nr. McHenrv. Illinois

Sealed to spouse
c 1959 LANGE

F Emify Diana Slafte r-2263
Born

19 sep_1€52_11@ Baptized
R I nl_ejZ

r r  l  QER
Place Endowed

Died
7 Mar 1931 t*' l,lcnenry, McHenrv, Illinois

Sealed to parents
1993 SDIEGBuried Place . .  ,  ,

Spouse
Georqe Wa I IAC€lqtbV:ZZl 2 lvlRIN: 825

Married Place - - Sealed to spousg
I b 1c7B IFALL

F Ruby R. Slafter-2264
Bom

9 Mar 1855 t'"'u 
, Rock, wisconsi Baptized

1993
Christened Place Endowed

1993
Died Place Sealed to parents

1993
Buried Place

Spouse
Herbert Smith Covey-2193 MRIN: 1013

Married Place Sealed to spouse"
,mitted LVEGA

M Sylvester S lafter- 2265
Bom

B Auo 1858 t'u'u 
McHenry, McHenry. Illinois

Baptized
chitd

Christened Place Endowed
chitd

Died
B Jan 1859

Place Sealed to parents
1993 SDIEG

Buried Place

Spouse

Married Place Sealed to spouse

6 Feb 2010



Family Group Record- 5
2 o f zHl?band Eliiah Dexter slafter-lg6

*"= Maria Lucretia Lillv-187
Children List each child in order of birth. LDS ordinance d Temple

M Chetles Will iam Slafter-2266
=- 4 Nov 1862 l"'"" McHenry, McHenry, Illinois Baptized

1993 SDIEG

SDIEG
Christened Place Endowed

1993Died Place Sealed to parents
1993 SDIEGBuried Place

Sealed to sDousePlace

Spouse

l"tarried

M Elmer E. Slafter-8644
Bom

l'""" McHenry, Mchenry, Illinois Baptized

Christened Place Endowed

Died
t870 Plu"" 

McHenry, McHenry, Illinois Sealed to parents

Buried Place

Sealed to spousePlace

Spouse
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Family Group Record - 4L
Page t of 2

11 Aor 1784 :::-Iarcleld.&[and, Con necticut LDS ordinance d Temple
Christened Place Baptized

or 7924 LOGANDied
7 Seo 1857 t*11-.fortuse, wi sconsi n Endowed

re-1970
ct 1957

Buried Place Sealed to parents
) \ LANGEMarried Place 

of Cambridqe, washinoton. New york Sealed to soouse' ) t rct 1957 I.ANGEHusband's father
Eleazer Slafter-190

MRIN:42Husband's mother
Marv Sarah Freeman-191will Jerusha oexter-t8g

Eom
23Jan 1791 t' 

:-gonorOge,rryaghinston, New York LDS ordinance di Temple
Christened Place Baptized

or 1996 LVEGA

LVEGA
Died

B Mar 1861 Pr"'" 
Fon Du !ack, Fon Du Lack, Wisconsin Endowed

hmitlprl
Buried Place Sealed to parentsq

bmitted LVEGAwue s tatner
Eliiah Dexter-2305

Wife's mother
Eliiah Dexter Mrs.-2306

MRIN: 616

Children List each child in order of birth. LDS ordinance de )s Temple

M Asahel Slafter-2267
Bom

28 Feb 1810 t"I-ganr-OlOge.lUaghrnglqn.New 
JarK

Place

Baptized
ZY al 1924

Endowed
24 ro 1925Dled

24 Oct 1833 Place Sealed to parents' ) q
I  1957Buried Place

Spouse

_ Electa Pierce-6415
Married 

--T;*''-" *- 
24 Oct 1833 | 

''u'" 
of portville-, New yorl Sealed to sporffr

MRIN: 1963

b 1968 IFALL
F Adelia Maria Slafter-2268

Bom
15 Feb 1812 Pl"'" 

camb8loe, Washinqton. Ngw yorK ptized
29 t t924

Place Endowed
B n 1925

Place Sealed to Darents'  ')\ r 1957Buried Place

JPAUSe

l,Iarriea==___=-_--l-
-- 

Plu."- 
--Tseahd 

to sporse 
-

M Elijah Dexter Slafter- 186
t4 Dec 1814 1"1" Po*pey, onondaqa, New York Baptized

1993€hristened Place Endowed
1993

Died t'u'" 
McHenry, McHenrv. Illinois Sealed to parents

1993Buried Place

Spouse

Marntd
Maria Lucfetia Lilly-187 _

Mar 1g46 | 
Place Sealed to spouse

1 qq? SDIEG
M Orin Slafter-2269

16 Feb 1818 t'"'" 
Pomoev, onondaoo. New yorl Baptized

t l7924
Christened Place

22C t 1926
Died

7 Mar 1888
Place Sealed to parents

f \ t  1957Buried Place

Spouse
Dorcas Reinshaw CollinS-{878 MRIN: 1516Married

ln" M. Minnville. w Sealed to spouse
1q67 IFALL

6 Feb 2010
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Family Group Record - 4L
Hutb"nd calvin slafter-lgg
wire Jerusha Dexter-l89
Children List each child in order of birth, LDS ordinance di Temple

F Trvphena Slafter-2270
Born

25 Feb 1820 t'tt" pompey, onond Baptized
:b 1925

t925l r
Christened Place Endowed

Died Place Sealed to parents
/ \ ct 1957

Buried Place

Soouse
Hen ry Wa lla ce Bruce-487 4 MRIN: 1515Married Plu"" 

Fond du Lac, , wisconsin
Sealed to spouseq

lmitted SDIEG
M Ira Slafter-227t

Bom
15 Apr 1822 t'"'" 

cuba, Alleqanv, New york PUZeO
ZJ ul 1924

Christened Place Endowed
r 1926

Died
28 Seo 1845 Place Sealed to Darents

) \ :t 1957
Buried Place

Spouse

Ma rried Place Sealed to spouse

F Cynthia Slafter-2?2
Born

25Mav 1824
t'u"" 

cuba, Aileqany, New yorl Baptized
)a )l1924

Christened Place Endowed
n  1 Q 2 E

14 Auo 1845 Place Sealed to Darents
25( _t  1q57

Buried Place

Spouse
iohn lljehael Kull-4879 MRIN: 1517

Marned
B Jan 1841 Place 

of Bloomfield. . wisconsin
Sealed to spou.rse

n 1968 SGEOR

F Marilda Slafter-2273
Bom t'"'" 

crba, Alleoanv. New yorl prze0
ZY )l 1924

Christened Place Endowed
R 1  q ? q

Died
2B Jan 1B59 Place Sealed to parenb

/ \  I +  1 q q 7
Buried Place

Spouse
Edwin Ruthvin Roberts-4882 MRIN: 1518

Married Pl"'" 
Fond du Lac. . wisconsr

Sealed to spouse
n  | 9 6 8 IFALL

6 Feb 2010
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